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Clinton, V0K 1K0
N 51°19.394’
W 121°38.697’
N 51°19.603’
W 121°38.246’
5 meters
Refer to letterboxing 
clues page
East 0594936; 
North 5687040 10U
1,089 m./3,572 ft.
1 
1.5

c1898
Crown Land

GeoloGical Wonders

Last Chance Lake Soda Site
Written & Researched by Kathy PaulosSite #030202

• Gravel Road
• Year-round
• Vehicle accessible 
• Located north of 

Clinton, via Hwy 
#97N, the Cariboo 
Hwy.

• Head west on 
Meadow Lake Road, 
pull well off road for 
stops and parking.

• Back country road, 
be prepared for all 
events.

• Good shoes  
recommended.

The Clinton and 70 Mile House 
area is filled with alkaline 

lakes, easily recognizable by the 
ring of white soda deposits that 
line their shores. Once labeled as 
‘useless,’ these shallow and often 
smelly lakes were once a beehive 
of activity. 

Although testing of the salt was 
an occurrence in the late 1890s, 
the completion of the Pacific 
Great Eastern, in 1919 provided 
a more available means of trans-
portation and several lakes went 
into production. The Pacific Great 
Eastern was the railway that went 
north, many of the locals referred 
to it as the Please Go Easy, be-
cause it was so slow.

Some lakes were mined for 
their Epsom salts or magnesium 
sulphate, the surface was scraped, 
and the ore put in sacks. Other 
lakes produced soda carbonate, a 
product used in washing. Analysis 
testing done on the soda in 1898 
was inconclusive as to what it 
contained. No two chemists could 
agree, except that housekeepers 
pronounced it to be far and away 
ahead of “Pearline” for washing, 
and blacksmiths felt that no other 
soap compared with the native 
compound. 

These lakes were mined in the 
winter, accessibility depending on 
a thick layer of ice. The soda was 
in the mud at the bottom of the 
lake and in the water. The cold 
weather would bring it up. The 
ice had to be eight to ten inches 
thick, strong enough to hold a 
team of horses. A six to seven inch 
layer of soda would form under 
the ice. The ice would be chipped 
away and the layer of soda broken 
out and placed on the ice with 
tongs. 

Production however at ‘The Last 
Chance’ was unique. The lake held 
very little water and there was a 

Remaining structures from  
the Soda  Works.

Nearest Community:
 Parking:

Geocache Location:

Accuracy:
Letterboxing Clues:

UTM:

Geocache altitude:
Overall difficulty:
Terrain difficulty:

Date Established: 
Ownership:

Access:

(1=easiest; 5=hardest)

GC1V3XX



40

Lingley, N. (Undated). Sodaworks never survived past 1930. In Ashcroft Museum and Archives.

The Soda Lakes. (1898, December 10). Ashcroft Mining Journal.

BiBliography & SourceS

lot of mud in the soda. After several experimental trials 
the British Columbia Chemical Company developed a 
process to separate the soda from the mud. 

According to the 1929 Report of the Minister of Mines, 
a well designed plant was constructed and a good camp 
for winter operations was provided, having cost the 
company approximately $50,000. Unfortunately a 1930 
report states that “no further operations were carried on at 
the works of this company... It is reported that results were 
not satisfactory.” 

Today you might find a few broken bricks or boards, 
or further up the hill, remainders of the camp. A scant 
reminder of this failed scheme, once a ‘Salt Lake City’ of 
its own. 
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The soda processing plant, prior to closing in 1930
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