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3 Mile Lake – Jean Caux

GC3P2WA

Clinton

13

74

20 Mile House

GC3P36X

TNRD E
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75

Airport Road

GC3PB7D

Lytton

17

76

Arrowstone Park

GC3NXFR

TNRD I

19

77
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GC3P8RM

Merritt

21

78

Baits Motel
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23

79
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25
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Cache Creek

27

81
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29

82

Black Canyon
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129
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Start your adventure here!

Gold Country Communities Society is pleased to invite you to find and visit the sites described in this Gold Country
GeoTourism Adventures Field Guide Volume 2.
Be sure to take a sticker from the cache and place it on your redemption sticker page to record your find, and if you
like on your site page for your records. Upon visiting twenty-four (24) Gold Country GeoTourism sites mail your
redemption sticker page to the address provided. Do no forget to include all your relevant contact information and
we will be pleased to send your prize!
Once you have visited all 72 of the sites and either collected a sticker or wrote down the no sticker code, an extra reward
for completion of the entire phase is given. You are rewarded with a puzzle coin that gives you clues to a final cache
for the Gold Country series. Phase 1 and Phase 2 each have a different puzzle prize associated with the completion
of each respective Phase.
It is preferred that Phase 1 and 2 stickers are kept separate as they will have two different puzzles, and keeping track
will be far easier if they are kept apart. We understand the thrill of accomplishing 24 caches and will consider them
as 24 caches submitted if they are combined, Phase 1 with Phase 2 together, to redeem the prize, but the puzzle cache
coins can only be rewarded for 72 of Phase 1 caches or 72 of Phase 2 caches. All 144 sites of Phase 1 and Phase
2 can be found on www.goldtrail.com and www.geocaching.com. Sites 1-72 are also published in the Gold Country
GeoTourism Adventures Field Guide Volume 1.
Gold Country GeoTourism aims to provide a safe, enjoyable, recreational and educational experience to those seeking
our caches. Be aware that some sites may present challenges and we advise you to be prudent, dress appropriately
and ensure that you can find your way. Practice safe exploring and always advise someone of your travel plans.
Remember that many sites are rural with no cellular reception.
Respect the land, wildlife and leave sites clean. Many of our sites are on Private Property or First Nation lands; the
Gold Country GeoTourism Program has obtained permission for you to visit each site. We ask you to report any
problems with our sites as quickly as possible and we look forward to your feedback.
On each site write up you will find letterbox clues at the end of the story. Clues such as “Follow the trail north from
the corner of the building” will assist all non-GPS searchers, or those who are looking for additional hints.

Those who participate in this program do so at their own risk.
Geocaching like any sport, contains certain inherent risks. While reasonable efforts are made to ensure caches
are safely accessible, Gold Country Communities Society assumes no responsibility for any claims arising from
the attempts of any individual, or group of individuals in locating any cache listed as part of our program.
This includes, but is not limited to, personal injury, property damage, or other claims of liability.
The nature of adventure travel and the sport of geocaching are such that trails, locations, and cache boxes are
often at the mercy of the elements, the public and other participants including animals. All participants must
understand that hiking, backpacking and other outdoor activities, as well as geocaching involve risk to both
persons and property. There are many variables including, but not limited to, weather, fitness level, terrain
features and outdoor experience including encounters with wild animals, that must be considered prior to
adventure travel or seeking a cache. It is advised to research the cache site on www.geocaching.com for any
potential updates to cache sites prior to planned visits. Be prepared for your journey and be sure to check the
current weather and conditions before heading outdoors. Always exercise common sense and caution.
In no way shall the Gold Country Communities Society nor any agent, officer, employee or volunteer be liable
for any direct, indirect, punitive, or consequential damages arising out of, or in any way connected with the
information provided for GeoTourism Program.

Information in this guide is accurate to the best of our knowledge
at the time of publication. Errors and omissions excepted.
If you have information on one of the sites that you would
like to contribute, please contact the office.
Gold Country Communities Society
P.O. Box 933
Cache Creek, B.C. V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467

Gold Country GeoTourism Program gratefully acknowledges
the financial support of the following:
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Terms & Conditions: Each cache site can only be used once per year towards each redemption.
Gold Country reserves the right to limit or revoke this offer at anytime. Additional terms and conditions may apply.
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Code: GC3P2WA
Written and
Researched by
Barbara Roden

Pioneers & Early Settlers

3 Mile Lake

Jean Caux

Nearest Community:
Clinton, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 51°03.725'
W 121°34.287'
Altitude:
951m/3120ft
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Clinton follow Hwy 97 towards
Cache Creek for 4.1 km. Turn right
onto Clinton Cemetery road.
Parking Advice:
Just before the cemetery, pull off on
right side of gravel road.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Photo: Kurt Evans

Site Identification

In its early days, the area in and around Gold Country
attracted its share of larger-than-life personalities, many of
whom went on to become legends. Few were more
legendary than Jean Caux, known far and wide as
“Cataline”, the king of the packers.
Little is known about his early life; there is even
uncertainty about when he was born (probably 1832) and
where (probably in Oloron, southwestern France). Even the
origin of his nickname is disputed. One story is that it
derived from the Catalonia area of Spain, near where Caux
was born; another is that he was fond of using “Catalonia!”
as a colourful swear
word. He arrived in Lytton in 1858, part of a large group of
packers. Purchasing his own string of mules, Cataline soon
began supplying the goldfields of the Cariboo, transporting
goods between Yale and
Barkerville.
Cataline was not especially tall, but he was a powerful,
barrel-chested man whose tremendous strength meant that
he could handle the most difficult pack mules with ease.
He spoke a curious mix of French, Spanish, English,
Chinese, and Native languages, and could neither read nor
write, although he had a remarkable ability to retain
information. He kept detailed records in his head of money
owed, fees to charge, and precisely what each of the mules
in his team (some sixty animals, carrying loads of up to 300
pounds each) carried. On one occasion two packers decided
to leave his team after only one trip, and Cataline reckoned
up in his head what he owed each man. The first, who
could neither read nor write, accepted Cataline’s sum, but
the second man—who had kept a sheet of notes—argued

that Cataline was out by $3.00 on what was owed. When the packer added up his list of
figures again, he discovered he had made a mistake and that Cataline was correct.
When he was packing freight, Cataline’s days would start before dawn, and his train would average
fifteen miles or more per day. During his early years in B.C. he took as a wife a woman of the
Spuzzum band, and stayed with her near Yale until 1885, when the
completion of the railroad meant that packing for the goldfields was moved north to Ashcroft. He
continued making the arduous trip to Barkerville, hauling everything from frying pans and food to
grand pianos and cook stoves, until the 1890s, when the gold rush had dwindled to the point where
there was little profit in the journey. He had already moved
further north, to Quesnel, by this time, and continued to supply the Omineca region. When he retired
from packing in 1918 he was living in Hazelton, B.C., and his career as a packer had spanned more
than half a century, during which time he never lost a load.
In 1920 he moved to Victoria, but decided that city life was not to his liking, and returned to
Hazelton. Two years later, however, he was back in Victoria on a visit, as reported in the Ashcroft
Journal:
“[We are] in receipt of a letter from Victoria, which states that ‘a number of your readers will be
interested to know that “Cateline” [sic] the well-known packer of early says on the
Cariboo road, has just arrived from Hazelton. Considering his age [90] he looks well with his long
white hair.”
Cataline died in October 1922, and is buried in the old Hazelton cemetery. A brass plate on his cairn
bears the simple inscription “Jean Caux—Cataline, the packer.”
Written and Researched by Barbara Roden
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
(1922) Ashcroft Journal (newspaper), January 27th. In Ashcroft Museum and Archive.
Duclos, Noel G. and Duclos, Blanche (1984). Packers, Pans, and Paydirt: Prospecting in the
Cariboo. Quesnel, B.C.
Milliken, A.C. (1993). “Jean Caux: The Man They Called ‘Cataline’” in Frontier Days in
British Columbia (edited by Garnet
Basque). Surrey, B.C.: Heritage House Publishing Company Ltd.
Temple, L.G. (1951). “Cataline: King of the Packers” in “The Shoulder Strap”, Policing the West. In
Ashcroft Museum and Archive.
Letterboxing Clues:
When parked, hike up small hill on the left side of dirt road to the top.

Code: GC3P36X
Written and
Researched by
Angela Wynton

PIONEERS & SETTLERS

20 Mile House

Nearest Community:
Clinton, B.C. &
70 Mile House, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°58.243'
W 121°27.686'
Altitude:
592m/1943ft
Date Established:
1863
Ownership:
Private Property
Accuracy:
1 meter
Overall Difficulty: 2
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Clinton follow Hwy 97 towards
Cache Creek for 19 km. Turn left onto
Loon Lake Road and park at the pull out
by the post boxes.

Parking Advice:
Park at the post boxes.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here
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Site Identification

The Gold Rush attracted folks from far and abroad, and the
Cariboo Wagon Road attracted entrepreneurs building
roadhouses along the way in hopes of making their own
fortune. And some were far more interesting and
entertaining than others. One such roadhouse was
established at Maiden Creek at the Bonaparte River, about
twenty miles from Ashcroft.
William Fraser pre-empted 160-acres in 1863 near the HBC
Fur Brigade Trail to Loon Lake and beyond.1 There he
constructed a large log house on the north side of the
wagon road. He faired well, with both gold seekers and fur
traders patronizing the Fraser’s Ranch. In 1870 he sold it.
Jacob Mundorf, who originally haled from Wurms in
Germany, made his way to the gold of Barkerville in the
early 1860s. There he settled at Williams Creek buying
mining claims in the area. He also fell in love with a
German hurdy-gurdy girl, Catherine Haupt.2
By 1866 Mundorf had acquired both wealth and
property in nearby Camerontown. Here he built several
businesses, including the Miners’ Bakery & Restaurant and
the Mundorf & Company Livery Stables & Feed. The
following year he converted the stables into a saloon and
dance hall. Katrina, as she was called, danced for the
miners and Mundorf accumulated more wealth with his
latest enterprise, The Crystal Palace. However, in 1868
Barkerville burned.
The Mundorfs began their next enterprise with the purchase
of Fraser’s Ranch in 1870. Mundorf had big plans and built
a larger two story house

with a saloon. At the same time, he and Catherine continued to grow their family to five children by 1875.
The wagon road would soon see an increase in traffic with the arrival of the Canadian Pacific Railway in Ashcroft.
With the movement of even more goods from the station to the north, the saloon became the place to stop.
Anybody and everybody could be seen at the Mundorf saloon. The business flourished, but not so the marriage.
Of the two sons, John became a blacksmith which was ideal with all the horse and wagon traffic. The three girls
helped in the road house, but sadly one of the daughters died at the early age of fourteen years. The Mundorfs were
industrious and ran a good business, but they were not a particularly happy family according to patrons and
neighbours.
And not all neighbours were happy with the Mundorfs. Edward Dougherty, of the nearby Maiden Creek Ranch,
one day in 1883 happened upon Mundorf clearing trees on his land.3 Mundorf believed the land to be his, but
Dougherty had been paying the taxes on it for a number of years. Letters from both parties were exchanged
between Government Agent Frederick Soues in Clinton and William Smith, the Chief Commissioner of Lands
and Works in Victoria.4 The land battle continued until 1885 with the decision in favour of Dougherty.
The next battle Mundorf experienced was in 1893 when Catherine applied to the courts for a judicial separation.
She left and moved in with her son George, who had relinquished all interest in the ranch. John had recently
moved, taking his blacksmith skills to Victoria and then later to Vancouver.
Christine and Charlotte remained with their father, helping him run the business. Mundorf continued to do well
until his death in 1903 at the age of seventy-five. Christine, now thirty years old and married, kept the business
going until 1910. By 1942 the property was sold to Percival Woodward, son of the well known retailer Charles
Woodward.
Woodward hired caretakers to manage his new acquisition. Unfortunately, shortly thereafter during a fumigation
process, the roof caught fire and the house and several other structures were destroyed in the flames. Now the only
original structure still standing is the old blacksmith shop. And the property has since passed through several
owners. On the south side there stood a gas station and café known as Jacob’s Place.
The Mundorf roadhouse at 20 Mile may be gone, but the rich history and old blacksmith shop remain to tell the
story of a German entrepreneur and a hurdy-gurdy girl who lived the Cariboo life in the heart of Gold Country.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
See site page "The Hudson Bay Company Brigade Trail", Gold Country GeoTourism Adventures, Field Guide Volume 1, 117.
See site page "Maiden Creek Ranch", Gold Country GeoTourism Adventures, Field Guide, Volume 2, 103.
3 Ibid.
4 See site page "Clinton Pioneer Cemetery", Gold Country GeoTourism Adventures, Field Guide Volume 1, 43.
Patenaude, Branwen, Trails to Gold, Horsdal & Schubart, Victoria 1995
Lands & Works Department, Government of B.C., Evidence Select Committee on Public Lands, Fourth Report, 1886
Patenaude, Branwen, GOLDEN NUGGETS Roadhouse Portraits along the Cariboo’s Gold-Rush Trail, Heritage Books, Surrey 1998
Ramsey, Bruce, Ghost Towns of British Columbia, Mitchell Press, Vancouver 1963
1
2

Letterboxing Clues:
Park at the post boxes. Follow the trail by the fence line up to the top of the hill by the hydro poles. At pole #17 turn
to the right, and walk towards the last pole with a view of 20 Mile Ranch and the Old Cariboo Wagon Road that runs
along the hillside. Cache is hidden in sagebrush near the backside of pole #1755.
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Angela Wynton

PIONEERS & SETTLERS

Airport Road

Nearest Community:
Lytton, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°14.768'
W 121°33.991'
Altitude:
274m/898ft
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Lytton take Hwy 1 North,
turn right onto Airport road.
Parking Advice:
Park at the side of the runway strip.

Photo: Kurt Evans

Site Identification

What do airplanes, horse races and hardball have in common?
Around Lytton quite a lot. It is known as one of the hottest spots in
the canyon, probably for more than just the temperature.
People have been living in the Lytton area for almost 9,000 years.
Many historians consider the Lytton-Lillooet region as one of the
longest continually inhabited areas in North America. While people
may have been meandering about the area for what seems an
eternity, horses were only introduced to the region since the early
1800s. The automobile has only been around Lytton since 1907.
But small aircraft didn’t start landing in Lytton until the middle of
the 1900s.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

In the 1920s the flat land a mile north of the Lytton, not far from
what is now the southern boundary of Skihist Provincial Park, was
cleared to create a racing track. High above the Cariboo Wagon
road, now Highway 97, the flats at the top at the foot of the hills
was an ideal place. And the horse racing was hot. It was a big draw,
with folks coming from as far away as Merritt and Ashcroft with
hopes of winning the big race.
There were pony races, ladies’ races, men’s races and saddle races.
All tried very hard to make the finish line first – betting was rather
serious business around the track. However, the biggest bets were
saved for the Thompson Stakes. The race, which was a half-mile,
ran some well-known local horses of the time including Hennesy,
owned by John Pasco, Birdie, owned by Alphonso Hautier and
Singer, owned by Walter Baillie, to mention a few.
During July 1st celebrations, while races were running, a small
rodeo would be taking place in the middle of the field. The day
started with a baseball tournament and ended with the big highlight
– the Point-to-Point Mountain Race.1 A hair-raising, air-raising race
of scary proportions and excitement.

Riders and horses would mosey up the back ridge of the steep hills above the field and wait on the flat
several metres back at the top. The spectators would be gathered at the far end of the field across from
the steep incline waiting breathlessly. Suddenly, the horses and riders would literally be flying down the
hillside. Once at the bottom the thundering hooves sprinted the distance to the racetrack, made a hard
left and ran the last 100 metres to the finish line.
While the horse racing would eventually die down, other activities on the field did not. It became
evident in the middle of the century that the field was ideal as landing strip and thus it became so.
Instead of horses flying down hillsides, it was now small aircraft flying in to, and flying out from, the
685 metre grass runway.
Baseball was played on the field for years. Whether it was softball, hardball or slow-pitch, practices,
games and tournaments shared the field with pilots up until the end of the 1960s. This airstrip has been
decommissioned and is only used in case of an emergency.
It was a busy field! From horse races to baseball and to airplanes, there is little activity this field hasn’t
seen. There was always something going on at the end of Airport Road, high above the quaint town of
Lytton, in the heart of Gold Country.
Written and Researched by Angela Wynton
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
1 No horses or riders were ever hurt or killed during the Point-to-Point Mountain Race, although both horses and
riders had a few spectacular tumbles.
www.botaniecreek.com/museum, The Lytton Museum and Archives
Letterboxing Clues: At base of pine trees.
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Geological and Views

Arrowstone Park

Site Identification

Overall Difficulty: 2
Overall Terrain: 3
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Cache Creek, travel towards
Kamloops on Highway 1 for 2.5 km to
Back Valley Rd turn off on the left.
Follow for 3.7kms. Turn right onto 4x4
trail. You can either park here and hike
up or drive. Follow
until your first right at 0.8 km. Go
straight 1.2 km. 4x4 trail is 2 km long to
site.

Parking Advice:
Pull off trail on left side at the fork in
the road.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Cache Creek, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°49.285'
W 121°14.716'
Altitude:
826m/2709ft
Date Established:
1996
Ownership:
Provinicial Park
Accuracy:
2 meters

Arrowstone Provincial Park, to the northeast of Cache
Creek, was established on April 30, 1996. Taking in an
area of 6,200 hectares, it was formed to protect one of the
largest undisturbed watersheds in the B.C. southern
interior, taking in area between the Bonaparte and
Deadman River drainages.
The name is derived from the basalt found in the area,
which the Secwepemc (Shuswap) First Nations people
traditionally used for their arrowheads. Legend tells how
one of the most important Secwepemc demi-gods,
Kwil-î-elt, went with some of his friends in search of the
arrow-stone, which was owned by two old women who
lived near what is now Cache Creek. Suspecting that they
would not be given the arrow-stone if they asked for it,
Kwil-î-elt and his friends spoke with each old woman
separately, telling each one that the other had been telling
malicious stories about her. The women, angered, began
fighting each other, and as they did so the arrowstones fell
from their clothing. The men gathered them up, and then
told the women they had been deceived. On hearing this,
the women asked why they had not simply told them what
they wanted, and produced boxes full of unworked
arrow-stone, as well as large quantities of finished
arrowheads, which they presented to the men. These were
scattered all over the countryside, which is why the
arrowstone is found in such abundance in the area.
Archaeological research has uncovered sites in the
southwestern corner of the park confirming past First
Nations use.
The area now encompassed by Arrowstone Park also has
ties with the historic Gang Ranch of the Chilcotin area.
Once the largest ranch in North America, the Gang Ranch
was owned by Thaddeus and Jerome Harper who traveled
north from California to establish herds to feed the hungry

miners of the B.C. interior. Their rangeland extended well beyond the ranch itself and included land near
Cache Creek now included in the Arrowstone Park boundaries.
Stands of old-growth Douglas fir in the park provide welcome winter shelter and food for the migratory
mule deer. The protection area also provides valuable habitat for rare species of burrowing owls,
falcons, and western rattlesnakes. The dryland forest wilderness contains wide variations of landscape,
from semi-arid desert covered in sagebrush and prickly pear to pine forests, streams, and lakes. The park
also contains examples of the hoodoos found throughout the region. Hoodoos are striking rock
formations carved out over hundreds and thousands of years as soft rock erodes, leaving a hard outer
shell which remains. The tall columns typically form in dry, hot, desert areas, and are especially
prevalent where volcanic rock formations exist. The “hoodoo landscape” of Arrowstone Park and the
surrounding area has been compared with that of Utah or Arizona, and stands in
stark contrast with the coastal rain forest only 200 miles away.
Arrowstone Park is rare in that it allows hiking in a relatively pristine backcountry environment that is
easily accessible from major highways. It can be accessed via Back Valley Road off Highway One east
of Cache Creek, Battle Creek Road near Juniper Beach on Highway One, or via Scottie Creek Road
north of Cache Creek on Highway 97. Forestry roads skirt round the borders of the park, permitting
access from various locations.
Written and Researched by Barbara Roden
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Dawson, George M. (1891). Notes on the Shuswap People of British Columbia. Ottawa: Transactions of the Royal
Society of Canada, section III, 1891.
Retrieved June 2012 from British Columbia: BC Parks (online): http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/
parkpgs/arrowstone/
Retrieved June 2012 from BritishColumbia.com (online): http://www.britishcolumbia.com/ParksAndTrails/Parks/
details/?ID=213
Letterboxing Clues:
From faint walking trail, left side of 4x4 trail walk down 17
paces, located under sage. View of Border of Park from above.
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Pioneers & Early Settlers

Baillie House

Site Identification

Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Located at the corner of Voght and
Mamette Avenue.
Parking Advice:
Parking at Civic Centre or on
Mamette Avenue.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Photo: Vesta Giles

Nearest Community:
Merritt, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°06.763'
W 120°47.218'
Altitude:
596m
Ownership:
City of Merritt/
Nicola Valley Heritage Society
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5

With stained glass windows catching glints of the hot
Merritt sun and Victorian architecture that offers an elegant
balance to the Wild West nature of the town, the Baillie
House is a proud testament to the entrepreneurial pioneers
who built the area's towns and cities from the ground up.
Built by Cosom A. Bigney in 1913 for his mail-order bride
who was enroute from England, Bigney wanted her future
home to reflect the one she had left, with romantic details
that included elaborate fretwork on the vaulted gables,
stained glass transoms and a decorated verandah porch.
Unfortunately, Bigney's young bride met another man
while on the ship and never arrived. From that point
Bigney, who never married, shared the house
with his business partner, Emsley Weatherby. In the 1920's
Bigney's nephew, Howard Cameron, moved in. Together
the three ran a pop bottling business in the basement of the
store on the corner of the lot, supplying cold, alcohol-free
drinks to local coal miners. They also ran a successful feed
and seed business.
Bigney died in 1933 and Weatherby died in 1935. The
economy was poor and Cameron couldn't pay the taxes so
the property was taken over by the city. In 1938 Melville
Baillie, a blacksmith, bought the property. His wife,
Pauline, and their six children moved in and suddenly the
quiet house was home to the squeals and secrets of little
girls, fresh baking, and the busy details of family life.
Melville and his son, Mel Jr., ran a successful blacksmith
shop and, as cars took over from horses, Mel Jr. shifted the
business into machining and welding.
Meanwhile, Mrs. Baillie, reputed to be a notoriously bad
gardener, set to work organizing her new house and
planting the garden. The hollyhocks she planted in the

1940's still thrive along the side of the house, and her Manitoba Maple provides welcome shade for
visitors.
Shortly after the family moved in, several members fell ill with typhoid fever. During his illness, Mel Jr.
designed a hot water heating system that would spread heat evenly through the entire house. After he
recovered, he installed the heater and radiators, which still heat the house
today.
Mr. Baillie passed away in 1969 and his wife in 1972. Mel Jr. continued operating his machine shop,
passing away in 1990.
In 1995, the City of Merritt purchased the property from Tom McDonagh, intending to move the house
to make way for parking spaces. Community members rallied, arguing that there was too little green
space already and that heritage buildings needed preservation. Over 1,800
people signed a petition to prevent the move and fundraising events raised money and awareness for the
cause. Finally, the city acknowledged the value of heritage buildings and agreed to lease the building to
the newly formed Nicola Valley Heritage Society.
After years of hard and passionate work by members of the heritage society, the Baillie House remains a
green oasis in the heart of Merritt, and home to the Merritt Tourism Information
Centre. While faded pink bloomers wave gently in the breeze, over 15,000 visitors enjoy the hospitality
and nostalgia, and possibly spirits, of the Baillie House each year.
In 2008 BC SPIRITS, a paranormal research organization, spent a night in the house to
observe paranormal activity. Footsteps upstairs, unexplained crashes, and a doorbell that
randomly changes its tune from ding dong to the Westminster Chimes have been reported for years by
staff and visitors. During their night in the house, BC SPIRITS recorded some
anomalies, but nothing that dramatic.
Perhaps the greatest indication of the respect and affection the people of Merritt, be they flesh or spirit,
have for the Baillie House is that in all of its years it has never been vandalized - no graffiti, no broken
windows, no destruction of any means.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
"Baillie House: The past with a future." Merritt Herald Community, January 10, 2001.
Curnow, S. Email. June 6, 2012.
Douglas, B. Personal interview. April 19, 2012.
Douglas, B. (2006). "The Historic Baillie House Property." Nicola Valley Historical Quarterly, Vol. 21, No. 1&2,
Fall / Winter 2006.
"Ghostbusters check out Baillie House". The Merritt Herald, April 16, 2008, p.13.
Letterboxing Clues:
Cache is behind a bush between parking lot and the North side of the arena building.
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FEATURE FILM

Baits Motel

Site Identification
Photo: Marcie Down

Nearest Community:
Spences Bridge, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°25.369'
W 121°20.506'
Ownership:
Private Property
Accuracy:
1 meter
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 1
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Hwy 1 heading towards
Vancouver turn left onto Riverview
Avenue in Spences Bridge and park
near the Baits Motel.
Parking Advice:
Park by motel.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

While its name may be play on words with references to
Alfred Hitchcock's film Psycho, the Baits Motel in historic
Spences Bridge is a popular destination
for anglers on a quest for the ultimate Steelhead
fishing experience. From October through December the
fishing season attracts a steady stream of fishing enthusiasts
hoping to catch one of the river's famous steelhead that
have been known to reach up to 30 lbs in weight. During
other parts of the year, the water is teeming with trout,
Chinook, and in the fall, bright red sockeye salmon making
the long journey to the Adams River to spawn. Ray Nigalis,
owner of the Inn at Spences Bridge, recounts stories of
Ernest Hemingway and other celebrities visiting the area
for the outstanding fishing during the town's heyday.
Although local first nation’s people have lived in the area
for thousands of years, it was the Cariboo Gold Rush that
brought white settlers in the mid 1860's. From 1862 – 1865
the area was known as Cook's Ferry, due to the rope ferry
operated by American businessman, Mortimer Cook. Later
a toll bridge was built by Thomas Spence that connected
the wagon road from Yale to the gold-rich areas of the
Cariboo and Barkerville. The community that emerged
eventually became known as Spences Bridge.
Due to its rugged beauty and dry, desert vistas, Spences
Bridge has caught the attention of more than one
Hollywood director and several movies have
been filmed in the area. One of the more high profile film
shoots to take advantage of the stark beauty and western
imagery found in the area was the 2005 drama An
Unfinished Life, starring Robert Redford, Jennifer Lopez,
Morgan Freeman and Josh Lucas. Filmed in various
locations in around the Gold Country area with Ashcroft
standing in for the small town of Ishawooa, Wyoming, the
movie is about loss and the healing power of forgiveness.

As Einar Gilkson (Redford) mourns the untimely death of his only son and the dissolution of his
marriage, his ranch is falling to ruin around him. He suffers another blow when a bear mauls his good
friend and ranch hand Mitch Bradley (Freeman). As Gilkson cares for Bradley, his estranged
daughter-in-law Jean, played by Jennifer Lopez, appears at his door with a granddaughter, Griff (Becca
Gardner), he never knew he had. Escaping from an abusive relationship, Jean turns to Gilkson for
temporary refuge while she pulls her life together. Sheriff Crane Curtis (Lucas) is Jean's love interest
and Camryn Manheim plays Nina, the restaurant owner who befriends Jean while suffering from her
own losses.
The Baits Motel, formerly known as the Quarter Circle J Motel, was the shooting location for a pivotal
scene where Gilkson (Redford) breaks down the motel room door where Jean's (Lopez) abusive
ex-boyfriend, Gary Winston (Damien Lewis), is hiding from the law. Gilkson, with shotgun in hand,
threatens Winston and runs him out of town and Jean’s life forever. The hotel, with its classic 1950’s
exterior, was purchased by John and and Laurie Kingston who
changed the name to the Baits Motel in 2011.
Hard Core Logo, a 1995 Canadian fictional documentary-styled account of a punk rock band's reunion
tour is one of the earlier films to take advantage of the Spences Bridge location. More recent film
projects that have utilized the area's desert and visual appeal include the 2010 remake of The A-Team,
starring Liam Neeson and Bradley Cooper and the apocalyptic 2012, starring John Cusack and Woody
Harrelson. The Canadian film The Sweet Hereafter, starring Ian Holm and Sarah Polley, and directed
and written by academy award nominee Atom Egoyan, was filmed in Venables Valley, a few kilometres
northwest of Spences Bridge.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
“An Unfinished Life”, The Internet Movie Database. Web. 3 July, 2012.
BC Adventure. Spences Bridge. Web. 2 July, 2012.
British Columbia Travel and Discovery. Spences Bridge. Web. 3 July, 2012.
“Hard Core Logo”, The Internet Movie Database. Web. 3 July, 2012.
Kingston, John. Personal Interview. 4 July, 2012.
Nigalis, Ray. Personal Interview. 4 July, 2012.
Travel the Canyon. Spences Bridge. Web. 3 July, 2012.
Weller, Vicci (TNRD Film Commission). Personal interviews. (no date).
Letterboxing Clues:
Located by the apple tree at picnic area on the right side of the building. Blends in with landscape.
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FEATURE FILM

Barnes Lake Trail

Site Identification
Photo: Nadine Davenport

Nearest Community:
Ashcroft, B.C.
Site Identification:
N 50°41.674'
W 121°15.028'
Geocache Location:
N 50°41.879’
W 121°15.227’
Altitude:
694m/2,276ft
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
1 meter
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Shared Crown Land, close gate behind
you. From Ashcroft, follow Hwy 97C
south to Barnes Lake Rd. Note: Trail runs
beside main road – gate is at Pole #37.

It’s a cold winter day and a school bus full of children
crashes onto a frozen lake. Fourteen people are
reported dead among them 12 school children…
A frozen Barnes Lake became the setting for this scene
from The Sweet Hereafter. The Academy Award nominee
(Best Original Screenplay)
Canadian Director/Screenwriter Atom Egoyan filmed the
pivotal scene of the school bus sliding out of
control off Barnes Lake Road and towards the ice
covered lake on location.

Parking Advice:
Pull off main road and park well off
road – heavy truck traffic. Walk to trail
head gate.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

However, the sequence when the school bus stops on the
ice covered lake and breaks through the ice and sinks was
accomplished through the use of special effects. It was
determined that as a stunt it would be too risky, and that
having a bus going into the lake was environmentally
unsound. Also, it would be logistically too difficult to
retrieve the bus.
Ian Holm stars as Mitchel Stevens the lawyer who descends
on the grieving community with promises of retribution.
Stevens soon discovers that beneath the surface of the small
town, all is not as it seems. Other cast members include;
Sarah Polley and Bruce Greenwood. The school bus driver
was portrayed by renowned Canadian actress Gabrielle
Rose who was born and raised in Kamloops, B.C.
Other scenes from The Sweet Hereafter were filmed on
Highway 8 (between Merritt and Spences Bridge), Spences
Bridge and Venables Valley. Flower & Garnet is a
powerful story of a broken family. A father’s inability to
cope with the death of his wife during childbirth affects his
relationship with his children, Flower and Garnet. Jane
McGregor gives a solid Performance in the role of Flower
as she takes on the care of Garnet. When a teen-age Flower

becomes pregnant and decides to keep her baby it creates more anguish in the family. The emergence of Ed’s
girlfriend and a BB gun he buys for Garnet add to the plot. Barnes Lake is where father Ed, portrayed by Canadian
Callum Keith Rennie, gets frustrated fishing and throws the boat motor into the lake.
From the production stand point, it was vital that the boat motor be absolutely stripped of any fluids or residue in
order to prevent pollution so they had a second motor especially prepared for the scene. In other words the boat
motor had a ‘stunt double’. The boat was situated very close to the shore, although the viewer couldn’t tell, a cord
was attached to the boat motor for easy retrieval. A safety diver was also present.
Flower & Garnet was written and directed by Vancouver’s Keith Behrman. For this film Behrman was awarded
the Claude Jutra Award for outstanding achievement by a Canadian director in a first theatrical feature. Ten year
old Colin Roberts as Garnet also received a Genie nomination for Best Actor.
Scenes from Flower & Garnet were also shot in the nearby town of Ashcroft as well as Walhachin and Savona.
More information regarding the history of Barnes Lake can be found in GeoTourism Adventures Field Guide
Volume 1- Barnes and Williard Lake Gravesite p. 17.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Weller, Victoria (Vicci) MA Executive Director of Film, Thompson-Nicola Film Commission (notes)
Flower & Garnet- reviews and ratings, awards - www.imdb.com retrieved June 14, 2012
Letterboxing Clues:
From Trail head follow trail 450 meters. Turn right off trail and walk 33 paces at bottom of small pine tree.
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Geological & Views

Battle Creek Road

Site Identification

Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Cache Creek, B.C.
Walhachin, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°48.030'
W 121°06.954'
Altitude:
632m/2073ft
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From the junction in Cache Creek follow
Hwy 1 towards Kamloops for 15.82 km.
Turn left onto Battle Creek Road. Drive
for 0.92 km up the road until you see a
pull off on your right. Park here, and
walk down 0.4 km. Look for marker #2.
This is the trail head. McAbee Fossil
Creek Area on Battle Creek Road.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The Battle Creek area encompasses many unusual and
unique characteristics in its velvet-like sage green hills and
red rocky outcroppings which behold its secrets and
treasures. Mule deer, black bear, and bighorn sheep are
regulars here and less common are cougar, moose, dry land
toads and the occasional elusive badger. Historically, this
region is known to bea battle ground between the Chilcotin
First Nations from the north and the Shushwap First
Nation from the east. The hills are littered with basalt flakes
left from chipping, known as knapping, arrowheads. The
Arrowstone Mountain basalt quarry to the north of this
region, was coveted by First Nation people for its abundant
supply and superior quality basalt used for making tools
and projectile points.
Spearheads as old as 7000 years, have been discovered in
the Battle Creek area. The bow and arrow technology
reached this region about 1200 years ago and therefore, the
smaller arrowheads, one half inch to one inch in size, are
commonly found.
In more recent times the Christian family is the name most
associated with the ranch land found on the south side of
the TransCanada Highway. Purchased from the McAbee
(Mack-a-bee) family in the 1960’s and covering 1100 acres,
it has been home to 300 cow/calf pairs per year for the last
50 years. The ranch once belonged to Savona settler John
Wilson who acquired the land from 4 previous owners who
pre-empted the land prior to 1860. Mr. Wilson’s daughter
married a McAbee in the early 1900’s and inherited the
ranch subsequently known as the
McAbee (now Christian) Ranch.
The most exciting characteristic of this area is the McAbee
fossil beds onthe north side of the TransCanada highway.
This site is amongst three of the most important fossil finds

in British Columbia in terms of significance and first in Canada for its diversity of well-preserved species for the
Eocene era 56 to 34 million years ago. It has become internationally renowned for its large quantity of mixed
variety species of fish, insects and vegetation during one of earth’s warmest periods in history. Many fossils
discovered here are entirely new to science. The site has been open to the public under a mining claim as a pay-asyou-dig commercial enterprise. The site has seen many years of excavation by both professional and amateur fossil
collectors and busloads of school children. Meanwhile, the hills behind the fossil dig were undergoing another sort
of excavation. Due to the highly absorbent properties of the fossil rock it was being crushed and sold as kitty litter.
Earlier this spring of 2012, the area was closed to the public temporarily, while its destiny as a provincial heritage
site is under discussion.
There have been considerable changes to the Christian ranch in the last few years when it was acquired by the CN
railway. The hay lands are still under production by private lease and cows are overwintered here but, today its
main function is as a rock quarry for railroad ballast. The rock being mined and crushed on site is essential to the
railway bed on which rail ties are laid. The quarry area is not visible from the highway but can be seen by boat on
the Thompson River below. This special rock is unique to this area and another quarry can be found for the CP
railway overlooking the town of Walhachin.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations
News release February 25 2012, 2012 For0017-000194
McAbee Fossil Site Assessment
Final Report July 30 2007 by Mark V.H. Wilson Ph.D, Edmonton AB. Canada
Personal communication with Ruth McAbee spring 2012
Personal communication with Charlie Christian spring 2012
Terra Archaeology Limited, 100 Mile House Forest District, HCA Permit 2005-112
Letterboxing Clues:
Follow trail until you reach power pole #394, walk between poles. Under sage brush.
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Rails & Trails

Big Bar Ski Trails

Site Identification

Photo: Jack Taylor

Nearest Community:
Clinton, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 51°10.328'
W 121° 34.245'
Altitude:
1146m
Ownership:
Crown Land

Accuracy:
5 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
15 km North from Clinton. From Highway 97 at top of hill at rest stop turn
west onto Big Bar Road (hard packed
dirt/gravel) for 8 km following signage;
once at the trail
head start out west heading between the
warm-up hut and the outhouses to reach
the Clinton Creek Community Watershed & Forestry Rd 3015. There is no
vehicle access along these trails except
by permit.

Parking Advice:
Pull off of Big Bar Lake Road and park
near Cross Country Ski Trails' legend
sign.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com
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There is far more than just cattle and cowboys northwest of
Clinton. High above the Fraser River, between Big Bar
Canyon and Highway 97, lays one of the most amazing
plateaus. A geological wonder draped with meadows and
fine forests, the Big Bar region swathing the Fraser Plateau
is a pristine wilderness with magnificent views. In view of
the majestic Marble Mountain Range and high above the
many limestone cliffs, the trails and creeks are outdoor
enthusiasts’ dreams come true.
With a multitude of trails for hiking, horseback riding and
mountain biking crisscrossing the plateau, vistas of the area
in every direction will awe everyone who chooses to
venture into this unique ecological wonder. And at any time
while enjoying the trails you may just meet up with a true
Cariboo cowboy.
People of the Cariboo thrive in the outdoors, so it isn’t any
wonder that when the snow is perfect and the sun is shining
they will venture out to enjoy the marvels of meandering
through a crisp winter wonderland. When the soft dry snow
drapes the Big Bar recreation area the enthusiasts don their
cross-country skis and head out for a jaunt under clear deep
blue Cariboo
skies.
True to their lifestyle of cattle and horses, the Clinton Snow
Jockey Club ensures that the many trails are well
maintained. The intertwining network of trails are cleared
in the warmer summer months and groomed for skiers in
the winter months. Shelters have been erected to protect
users from the harsher elements, whether it is wild winds,
icy sheets of sleet and hail, pelting cold rains or a hot
blazing sun.

You can picnic at the shelters or carry on to many of the wonderful spots to sit and enjoy the
surrounding views or wait to experience the living nature of the Cariboo.
The more than 25 kilometres of groomed trails varies from short stretches of less than half a kilometre to
several kilometres stretches. However, depending on how you approach the network one can travel more
than the 25 kilometres, as the trails crisscross and intertwine. And don’t forget you must be sure to allow
yourself travel time to return to the parking area where
you started out.
The Big Bar trails are best approached not only with the safety and survival gear outdoor enthusiasts
must travel with, but the most important piece of equipment – a camera. You will not want to return
home without the opportunity to reflect and revisit your great Big Bar Trail
adventure. The photos you choose to take will awe all those who view them and remind you that you
will be returning at the next opportunity to absorb the bountiful beauty of the Big Bar area and the scenic
trails enjoyed in all seasons.
The Big Bar trails are a splendor, a natural treasure hidden high upon the Fraser Plateau in Gold
Country.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Shewchuk, Murphy. Cariboo Trips & Trails, Fitzhenry & Whiteside, Markham, Ontario 2008
Campbell, Colin. Trails of the Southern Cariboo, Rocky Mountain Books, Surrey, British Columbia 2009
Letterboxing Clues:
From parking lot walk 30m to welcome warm up hut. Follow
trail to the right of hut 40m and find 3 stumps. Look in hollow
root of third stump.
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Geological & Views

Black Canyon

Site Identification

Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Ashcroft, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°40.624'
W 121°15.859'
Altitude:
664m/2,178ft
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Shared Crown Land, keep gate closed. If
driving, keep to trail. Road ends at crest
of hill, looking over the valley. Watch for
cactus and cattle.

Parking Advice:
From Ashcroft on 97C 9 km south turn
left onto dirt road. Look for the break
between cement barriers just before the
Barnes Lake turnoff. Park at the gate area
if walking, and ensure that the gate is
closed behind you. Do not block the gate.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The landscape of Gold Country is marked by the signs of a
violent past; events which shaped the features of the
country, but which happened so long ago that there is no
record of their happening at all, apart from the scars they
left.
The section of the Thompson River below Ashcroft containing Black Canyon has its share of scars, and the cause
of one of them was well documented. On October 14th,1880
a massive landslide—known as the Great, or North, slide—
occurred on the east side of the river, just north of Black
Canyon. Bishop Acton Windeyer Sillitoe, of the diocese of
New Westminster, was traveling through the area with his
wife, and Mrs. Sillitoe recorded the following:
“Whilst we were sitting in the drawing-room one evening
during our stay in Ashcroft, an extraordinary noise was
heard. Some supposed it to be an earthquake . . . The next
morning, however, we heard that the sound had been
caused by a tremendous landslip three miles distant from
where we were, and which had dammed up the river until it
should have forced its way through this immense dam.”
The Bishop and his wife were not alone in traveling to the
site, and what they saw was nothing short of incredible:
“We found that the dam was half a mile long and eighty
feet high. The river above [to the north] had already risen
forty feet over its usual level, and was almost dry below.”
The Colonist newspaper reported that the obstruction was
as high as 120 feet in places. The river eventually rose to
sixty feet on the north side of the dam, and the site where
Ashcroft is now located was more than a foot deep
in water. The newly erected Harper’s Mill, at the junction
of the Bonaparte and Thompson Rivers north of Ashcroft,
was in danger of being floated away by the backed-up

farmsteads were covered in water, and J.C. Barnes lost his home and several outbuildings. There was
widespread fear that if the fine gravel and loam which made up the slide broke suddenly, the rush of water
through the breach at the head of Black Canyon—a deep and narrow gorge carved out of bedrock—would
cause massive damage as far downstream as Spences Bridge, 20 miles south. However, locals rushed to cut a
channel through the top of the slide, which allowed the water through gradually, and within forty-eight hours
the river was down to its usual level.
A smaller slide—known (fittingly) as the South Slide—occurred to the south of the Great Slide sometime prior
to 1880. A ridge immediately east of Black Canyon separates the sites of the two slides, which can be seen
clearly from the west side of the river. Both the Canadian National (CN) and Canadian Pacific (CP) lines run
through the narrow confines of Black Canyon, with the CP carving its way through a 1,366 ft. tunnel in the
canyon’s west side, and the CP line running along the toe of the Great Slide site. It’s an ideal place for
trainspotting, and for reflecting on the forces which shaped our land.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
(1880). Colonist (newspaper). In Ashcroft Museum and Archives.
Foster, Pat (1999). Historic Ashcroft: For the Strong Eye Only. Kamloops, B.C.: Plateau Press.
Gowen, H.H. (1899). A Memoir of Acton Windeyer Sillitoe. New York and Bombay: Longmans, Green, and Co.
(2012) Hall, I., Porter, M., Quinn, P., and Savigny, K.W. Landslides along Thompson River south of Ashcroft, British
Columbia (draft paper). Retrieved May 2012 from Pete’s Thoughts: Geotechnical and Mathematical Explanations: http://
petequinnramblings.wordpress.com/2012/05/22/landslides-along-thompson-river-south-of-ashcroft-british-columbiadraft-paper/
(2002) Porter, M.J., Savigny, K.W., Keegan, T.R., Bunce, C.M., and MacKay, C. "Controls on Stability of the Thompson
River Landslides". Retrieved May 2012 from BGC Engineering: http://www.bgcengineering.ca/files/publications/
MJP_Ashcroft_Landslides_Final_0.pdf
Letterboxing Clues:
Travel from downtown Ashcroft 9 km on 97C South Bound. Look for break between cement barriers. Turn left onto dirt road. Park at
the gate area. Walk through the gateway making sure to close the gate behind you. Follow road to the left until you reach a large tree
and old flume. Follow the faint cow trail up hill heading North. Cache is hidden between two large rocks, close to dead trees near by.
View of Black Canyon.
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Geological & Views

Blue Earth Lake

Site Identification

Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Ashcroft, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°35.740'
W 121°29.550'
Altitude:
1,412m/ 4,632ft
Ownership:
Provincial Park
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2
Overall Terrain: 3.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Hwy 1 turn off to Blue Earth, it
is 20 km to cache. From Cache Creek
to cache it is 44.7 km. From Spences
Bridge to Blue Earth Lake it is 45 km.
4x4 recommended. 4x4 trail – Need
good clearance. Road has large
bumps. Be prepared for back country.

Parking Advice:
Park at pull out to single campsite, do
not block road.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Blue Earth Lake, nestled in a valley to the west of Highway
1 between Spences Bridge and Ashcroft, offers a small
oasis of wetland in the midst of the semiarid conditions of
the surrounding area. It forms the centerpiece of Blue Earth
Lake Provincial Park, a 705 hectare park established on
April 30, 1996.
The area around Blue Earth Lake contains archaeological
sites linked with the Nlaka'pamux (Thompson) First Nations
people, and is part of their traditional area. An Nlaka'pamux
legend tells of how there were no lakes or streams, and
consequently no fish, in the area until a great flood covered
the land. When the water receded, it left behind lakes in the
hollows of the mountains, and fish in the lakes, which is
why we have them today.
The many small lakes of the park contain several
varieties of fish, including bullhead, bull trout, brown trout,
and rainbow trout. In early summer spawning
trout can be seen in the shallow channels which link the
various lakes. Good fishing can be had by both fly-fishing
and trolling, either from the shore or by boat. While the
lakes are small, recreational canoeing and kayaking are
popular on their crystal-clear waters. A small, somewhat
rough boat launch area is available, although it is only
suitable for small boats (hand launching only).
The valley, ringed by the Pavilion Mountains, is overlooked
by small areas of old-growth Douglas fir and mature aspen
trees. The area is of geological interest, as it is situated at the
junction of the Marble Canyon limestone formations to the
north, and the volcanic rock of the Spences Bridge area to
the south. The lakes, wetlands, and riparian areas in the
valley provide shelter and sustenance for the songbirds and
waterfowl which inhabit the region.

There are no developed hiking trails through the park, but paths follow the shorelines of the lakes, and
hiking and mountain biking are allowed on the logging roads which zig-zag through the area. Although
there are no defined camping sites, camping is allowed (space permitting; the area can accommodate up
to six camping parties at a time).
The beauty and serenity of Blue Earth Lake have attracted many visitors over the years. Perhaps the
most famous was British poet laureate Ted Hughes (1930–1998), considered one of the greatest poets of
his generation. An avid fisherman, Hughes visited Blue Earth with Ehor Boyanowsky, a criminologist
and author who had struck up a friendship with Hughes due to a shared passion for conservation and the
environment. While fishing on Blue Earth
Lake, Hughes wondered aloud if “this was the place he dreamed about with his brother when they were
boys: a land of cowboys and Indians and giant salmon.”
As of June 2012, the Forest Service road through the west end of Blue Earth Park was closed. Access is
only from the east, via Venables Valley Road from Highway 1 north of Spences Bridge. The road has
several very tight corners, and access with long vehicles—or a vehicle with a trailer—is difficult.
Detailed Access Information:
From Spences Bridge follow Hwy 1 for 25km until you come to the second turn off for Venables Valley
Road. Follow road for 4.8kms. Venables will go left but you will continue on staying right. Follow this
road for another 4.8kms. Do not take any left or right turns. Once you go 4.8kms you will turn right onto
road. Follow this road for 9kms. Continue on narrow road past the Blue Earth Lake campsite along the
lake until you reach pullout for a single campsite on the left. Park here.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Boyanowsky, Ehor (2010). Savage Gods, Silver Ghosts: In the Wild with Ted Hughes. Toronto: Douglas & McIntyre.
Teit, James (1898). Traditions of the Thompson River Indians of British Columbia. Boston: For The American
Folk-lore Society by Houghton, Mifflin and Company.
Retrieved June 2012 from British Columbia: BC Parks (online): http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/
parkpgs/blue_earth_lk/
Retrieved June 2012 from Fishing Adventures (online): http://www.backroadmapbooks.com/shop/images/samples/
BackroadReferenceSample.pdf
Retrieved June 2012 from hookandbullet.com (online): Hunting and Fishing for Outdoorsmen: http://
www.hookandbullet.com/
fishing-blue-earth-lake-ashcroft-bc/
Letterboxing Clues:
From parking spot walk towards view of lake. Under fallen log, old growth.
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RAILS & TRAILS

Bluebird Trails

Site Identification
Photo: Baillie Stewart

Nearest Community:
Logan Lake, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°29.770'
W 120°47.471'
Ownership:
Village of Logan Lake
Accuracy:
4 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From the Info centre follow Meadow
Lake Road (Highway 97D) approx
2 km, past the lake and take the first
right toward the campsite. Turn left
onto the lower road and follow till you
reach the Clubhouse and park in the
parking lot.
Parking Advice:
There is a pullout next to the viewing
area, or you can park at the golf
course.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Driving through the winding country roads of Gold
Country, visitors often notice bird houses hanging on
fences along the roadways and wonder what they are.
Here's the answer - thanks to scores of dedicated
bird-loving volunteers, these are nesting boxes for
bluebirds.
There are three types of bluebirds found in Canada, but in
Logan Lake, mountain bluebirds (Sialia currucoides), are
the only ones to make an appearance. A type of thrush,
mountain bluebirds are often found in mountainous areas
and they like to nest at higher elevations. While their
territory extends as far as Mexico, the Yukon, and
Manitoba, in B.C. these delightful birds are primarily found
in the south central area of the province. Currently
mountain bluebirds are not a species of concern in Canada
or the United States, although their numbers reached an
all-time low in the 1970's.
Mountain bluebirds are easily distinguished from other
types of bluebirds as they have no distinct red colouration.
During breeding season the males are a bright cerulean blue
on top with pale blue on their underside. Thefemale is
grayer in colour with bright blue that is visible when they
are in flight on their back end, wings and tail feathers.
In winter, the males fade to a duller tone, looking almost
brownish blue in colour while the females are slightly
brighter blue and occasionally show a hint of reddish brown
on their breasts. The males often issue a hauntingly
beautiful warble song early in the mornings. While some
bluebirds stay around the area all year, the return of the
others from migration is considered a harbinger of spring.

Bluebirds are considered secondary cavity nesters, which mean they build their nest in a pre-existing hold or cavity
such as a woodpecker hole, a sandstone cliff, or a human-made box. A clutch usually consists of between 4-6 eggs
and if weather and elevation are favourable they may produce a second clutch after the first has left the nest.
House sparrows and European starlings, also secondary cavity nesters, are two of the species who compete with
bluebirds for nesting areas. Both of these species were introduced from Europe in the mid to late 1800's.
The B.C. Southern Interior Bluebird Trail Society is a non-profit volunteer organization that acts as the managing
body for bluebird trails in the interior of B.C. The organization was formed to help promote the recovery of
mountain and western bluebirds, which were threatened at the time. Since then members have placed over 6,000
nest boxes. In Logan Lake, there are 26 volunteers caring for approximately 450 boxes that contain nests between
May and June. These volunteers are responsible for maintaining the boxes, monitoring the development of the
young birds, recording and reporting statistics, and cleaning the boxes after the birds have left. The volunteers are
specially trained and are very careful to avoid interfering with the birds as they are nesting. For many of these
dedicated volunteers the joy of watching the life cycle of the birds and seeing them return year after year is the
best part of what they do.
While the boxes are visible on countless roads in the Gold Country area and bluebirds are an abundant beauty in
the spring, we ask that you please do not open or disturb the boxes. Human interactions with the young birds at
key points in their development can be a threat to their survival.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Lumgair, Charlie. Personal interview. 13 Jun. 2012.
Pearman, Myrna. (2005). Mountain bluebird trail monitoring guide. Red Dear River Naturalists.
Southern Interior Bluebird Trail Society. Web. 11 Jun. 2012.
Summers, Eleanor. Email interview. 11 Jun. 2012.
Towne, Ray. Personal interview. 13 Jun. 2012.
Wikipedia contributors. "Mountain Bluebird." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia.
Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 9 May. 2012. Web. 15 Jun. 2012.
Letterboxing Clues:
From parking area walk approx 295m up the road to the viewing area entrance across from Bird House #4. Cache
is located before and to the right of the viewing area under a wood geopile leaning into the ditch by the fenceline.
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Pioneers & Early Settlers

Bonaparte House

Site Identification
Photo: Barbara Roden

Nearest Community:
Cache Creek, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°48.230'
W 121°19.460'
Altitude:
458m/1502ft
Date Established:
1862
Ownership:
Private Property
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain: 1
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Park near the Good Knight Inn at the
east end parking lot, near picnic area.
Point of Interest:
Take the Old Cariboo Road across
from cache site to view the location
of where the Bonaparte House was
moved too.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The building of the Cariboo Road through the heart of Gold
Country brought sweeping changes to an area which had
previously been accessible only to the most determined
people. When the road from Yale to Soda Creek was
finished in 1863, roadside stopping houses began springing
up along the route, offering welcome relief to weary
travelers.
In 1862 James Orr opened an establishment called Wayside
House on a flat piece of land to the south of Rattlesnake
Hill, about half-a-mile below what is now Cache Creek.
(The exact location is unknown, although an early
photograph shows that it appears to have been on the site
now occupied by Wastech on the east side of Highway 1.)
Orr continued as proprietor of the Wayside House until the
fall of 1865, when he sold the land and building to local
businessmen and landowners Charles Semlin and his
partner Philip Parke.
When J.B. Leighton traveled along the Cariboo Road
through the Cache Creek area in June 1865 he reported that
“There was no stopping place nor sign of one at what was
afterwards known as Bonaparte House”. However Semlin
and Parke decided, soon after purchasing the Wayside
House, that a better location for it would be down in the
valley at the base of Rattlesnake Hill, near the Bonaparte
River, so it was moved to its new location (near where the
sign for the Sage and Sands trailer park now is), and
re-opened early in 1866 under the name Bonaparte House.
The venture was soon booming, with the owners charging
$1.00 for meals, 50¢ for a bed, and 25¢ for a drink. They
soon added a general store, a blacksmith shop, stables for
the B.X. Express, and a telegraph office to the property.
Not only was there a steady stream of people heading

37

north to the gold fields of Barkerville, there was the discovery (in 1866) of gold at Big Bend, north of
Revelstoke, which brought a fresh influx of travelers. The Big Bend mines proved, two short years later, to
be a failure, but the pack trains and stagecoaches still making their way north to Barkerville provided more
than enough traffic to make Bonaparte House a roaring success. In 1872, when Sir Sandford Fleming was
making his surveying journey across the country, his party traveled from Kamloops on September 30th,
intending to stay the night in Cache Creek. However, when they arrived they found that “the hotel was
full, as it generally is, because [it is] at a junction of several roads.”
In 1868 Philip Parke sold his share of the business to William Henry Sanford, known locally as “Boston”.
In 1869 Charles Semlin sold his interest in Bonaparte House to James Campbell, and Sanford and
Campbell ran it together until 1870, when Sanford left the area. By 1882 the property had expanded to
include a post-office, and was described by one traveler as “a location that is a land mark upon the Cariboo
Road”. Campbell was still the owner in 1895, when an advertisement in the Ashcroft Journal reads
“Cache Creek: Bonaparte House. James Campbell, P.M. [Post-Master], Proprietor. First Class Bar.
Accommodations For Man And Beast.”
At some point after this the hotel was moved yet again, and incorporated into the north end of what is now
the Oasis Hotel. By 1962 it had lost its peaked roof, and subsequent renovations in the mid-1960s removed
all exterior traces of Bonaparte House, although it’s thought that parts of the original building may survive
within the present structure.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
(1882). Inland Sentinel (newspaper). “From Spences Bridge to Savona”. In Ashcroft Museum and Archives.
(1895). Ashcroft Journal (newspaper). In Ashcroft Museum and Archives.
Letterboxing Clues: Wagon wheel.
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Botanie Rock

Site Identification

Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Lytton, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°15.553'
W 121°33.661'
Altitude:
199m/652ft
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2
Overall Terrain: 3.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Respect the land you drive through to
get to this site. Leave no trace. From
Lytton head north on Hwy 12, then
turn right just past the bridge onto
Botanie Valley Road. Travel 2.7 km
to pull out with view of Botanie Rock.
Wildlife in area.

Parking Advice:
Park at pullout.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

At the confluence of Botanie Creek and the Thompson
River stands a great natural monument to the entrance of a
beautiful valley. An ancient geological creation erupting
from the Early Cretaceous period, it stands alone in stark
contrast to its surroundings.
The Nlaka’pamux have been passing before this
geological wonder for thousands of years, as it is this
monolith that guards the remarkable Botanie Valley and all
that it provides. A traditional healing and gathering place
the valley is home to some of the rarest plants and flowers
in the province. Rich with a diversity of flora, the
Nlaka’pamux have gathered roots, berries and flowers from
the valley since their people were created. The valley is
also the source of a variety of herbs used in traditional
healing which grow in abundance. In addition, the Botanie
area is a geological wonder.
The area is probably the youngest deglaciation region in the
province, with the great ice melt happening nearly ten
thousand years ago. As the glaciers melted they carved
through and created the plateaus, canyons, bench lands and
rock formations, as we know them today. As the ice moved
south and southeast in waves across the Interior Plateau it
also moulded and sculpted the valleys. The mighty waters
carved out magnificent canyons creating rivers large and
small, depositing gravel and silt in abundance, as well as
literally moving and depositing large boulders, called
glacial erratics.
Botanie Creek flows over a bed of yellow sand and fine
gravel, but flows over solid rock near the creek mouth
where it meets the Thompson River. The creek itself
follows one of the many geological fault lines in the area.
The geology of the creek and the Thompson in this region

is generally of the Kingsvale Group, which includes many of the rock characteristics of intrusive igneous,
metamorphic and sedimentary rocks. Much of the rock is volcanic shale of red arkose, red conglomerate and
grandiorite. There is also lots of limestone, with some known to have uranium bands deep within. The exposed
colours of the steep walls and cliffs of the creek, river and surrounding hills vary from red, mauve, green, purple,
brown, grey and white.
Looking beyond into the valley past the mighty monument there are drumlins. These formations are the result of
the glacial drift depositing debris in the form of a mound or hillock. In the Botanie Valley these drumlins vary
from 50-feet in height and 200-feet in length to as much as 100-feet high and 300-feet long. Most are covered with
verdant vegetation.
The glacial ice created an amazing geography in the Botanie region and where the creek and the valley meet stands
one of its greatest achievements. The magic of the glacial waters sculpting the rock and creating the great monolith
that stands there is a wonder to behold at the gateway to one of the province’s most beautiful valleys.
As you look upon the massive rock at the entrance to the Botanie Valley, you can feel a protective life force
emanating from the great monolith. And if you stand quietly you can hear the pulse of the rock gently beating,
passing all that is great and remarkable in waves through the ground into the rich Botanie Valley. The great
Botanie Rock, the Botanie Valley guardian, who knows all that passes before it in the heart of Gold Country.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Anderton, L. J. Quatenary Stratigraphy & Geomorphology of the Lower Thompson Valley, Masters Thesis, University of
British Columbia, 1970
Pough, F.H. A Field Guide to Rocks and Minerals, Houghton Mifflin Co., 1953 www.wikipedia.com
Letterboxing Clues:
From pullout, hike 40m down red rock bank, onto logging road. Once on this old road, walk about 25m left into
grassland and bush. At the base of a big pine tree.
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Burkholder Lake Trail

Site Identification
Photo: Wayne Robisnon

Nearest Community:
Lillooet, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°57.857'
W 122°21.960'
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
6 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2
Overall Terrain: 3.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From the Mile 0 Cairn on Main Street
in Lillooet drive north for 2 km and turn
left onto Hwy 40 and follow for 6 km.
Continue straight for 18 km. Stay straight
onto Bridge River Road for 6 km. Turn
right unto Yalakom River Forest Service
Road for 10 km. Take slight left for 4 km.
Take slight left again for 1 km and follow
to Lake La Mare. Trailhead on the west
end of Lake La Mare. Trail can be steep
and dusty.

Parking Advice:
Park at Lake La Mare Rec Site.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

This is a gem of a lake, found part way up the Yalakom
Valley. Yalakom means ‘ewe’ in the local Chilcotin, First
Nations language. This is a fitting name, the Yalakom river
winds along the valley bottom adjacent to the Shulaps
Range, which means ‘ram’ in the same language. California
Big Horn Sheep are traditionally common in the area.
The trail head begins at a lake with an oxymoronic name,
Lake La Mare. Lake La Mare offers a couple of nice
camping spots and Rainbow Trout fishing. Like
Burkholder, the lake was stocked with fish by early miners
to provide a source of food to feed their operations.
The trail begins on the western edge of Lake La Mare and
immediately begins to climb through a Lodge Pole Pine
(Pinus contorta) and Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii)
forest. Initially, the trail skirts along a cut block which
allows for views down the Yalakom Valley; on a clear day,
Fountain Peak and the other mountains surrounding the
town of Lillooet can be easily identified. As you crest the
top of the first incline you will have gained nearly 200m in
elevation. As you walk along the trail notice the fine
powder like dust that makes up the soil. This is volcanic
ash from a massive volcanic explosion originating from
what we now call Mount Meager, as the crow flies, 90 km
to the south west. This massive explosion took place
approximately 2400 years ago. The eruption is recognized
as the largest volcanic eruption throughout Canada, within
the last 10,000 years. Mount Meager could still erupt at
anytime; it’s subterranean volcanic activity is evident due
to earthquakes and the presence of hot springs that flow out
of the ground in surrounding river valleys. Mount Meager
is located within the Garibaldi Volcanic Belt, which is the
most northern arm of the Cascade Volcanic Arc. The
Cascade Volcanic Arc contains the infamous Mount St.
Helens which erupted violently in 1980. As you continue

along the relatively barren hogs back ridge, you will be rewarded with tremendous views. The trail continues down
the ridge and undulates up and down over the course of a few kilometers before eventually reaching a grassy
slough. This would be a great place to catch a glance at a moose, if you are lucky. Almost immediately, you cross
over a small bridge that spans a stream originating from Burkholder Lake. One last hill to ascend and you reach
the remains of an established horse camp; within a minute you have reached the treed shores of Burkholder Lake.
Notice the trees in the area, lodge pole pines of a similar size with much larger Douglas fir
interspersed. This is evidence of a forest fire hot enough to open the Lodge Pole Pine cones, but not hot
enough to penetrate the corky protective bark of the large Douglas Firs.
The name Burkholder comes from the original homesteaders of the Yalakom Valley. The family included a
husband and wife with three children, who settled in the valley sometime between 1904 and 1907.
Detailed Access Information:
Detailed driving instructions to the trailhead are available in the Canyon to Alpine Lillooet Hiking Guide, written
by the Lillooet Naturalist Society.
This is a moderate hike and campsites are established at Burkholder Lake if you prefer to pack your gear in.
Remember the rules of the trail: Horses yield for no one, hikers yield for horses, cyclists yield for everyone.
This is bear country. If you are camping at the lake, be sure to store your food appropriately, hung
between two trees and at least 4 meters off the ground.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Lillooet Naturalist Society. (2005). Lillooet Hiking Guide - Canyon to Alpine, Second Edition. Canada: Friesens.
Parish, Coupe, Lloyd. (1996). Plants of Southern Interior British Columbia and the Inland Northwest. Vancouver, BC: Lone
Pine Publishing
Vanderwolf, G. ( Personal Interview) 2012. Local prospector.
Vanderwolf, K. (Personal Interview) 2012. Born in the Yalakom Valley – Operates a business in Lillooet.
“Wikipedia: Mount Meager” (Web) 2012. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Meager#Cascade_Volcanic_Arc.
Letterboxing Clues:
From Lake La Mare travel the trail signed Burkholder Lake - 2 hours (6kms). Once the lake
is in sight follow trail along East side of lake for 130 meters. Cache is on the side of the lake.
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BX Express

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Ashcroft, B.C.

Photo: GCCS

Site Identification:
N 50°43.248'
W 121°16.832'
Geocache Location:
N 50°43.234'
W 121°16.803'
Altitude:
303m/994 ft
Date Established:
BX Building, 1911
Heritage Park, 2000

Ownership:
Heritage Park, Village of Ashcroft
BX Express building, Privately owned

Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain: 1
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Downtown Ashcroft. High visibility area,
use stealth. Year round access

Parking Advice:
Main parking area is to the left of the park.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

BX Company
In 1858 the lure of gold brought a flood of hopeful seekers
into the interior of B.C. This intrusion of men up into the
tributaries of the Fraser River also brought the dilemma of
how to transport supplies in and carry gold out. In 1864
Francis J. Barnard, was awarded the government contract to
provide this service from Yale to Barkerville. A
transportation mode, which originally started by foot and
packhorse, progressed to stage coaches, and sleighs and
then grew into an organized transportation company in
Western Canada, the renowned B.C. Express, or BX.
Some 20 years later with the completion of the CPR,
Ashcroft became the strategic spot to move goods from and
it was here that new BX owner SteveTingley set up
headquarters. At this time the main stage line extended
from Ashcroft to Barkerville, a distance of 280 miles.
Routes branched off from the main road to include the
settlements of Lillooet, Alkali Lake, Alexis Creek, Harpers
Camp and Keithley Creek. Stage fare from Ashcroft to
Barkerville was $42.40 in the winter and $37.50 in the
summer. Rain or snow, the mail was expected to be
delivered on time and the BX kept a rigid schedule. The
way stations were about 18 miles apart along the road, with
fresh horses waiting at each. The Company prided itself on
using the finest horses and the best of drivers.

In 1897 Tingley lost the contract to haul mail to a group of Toronto Businessmen. This new company bought out
the BX, including stages, harnesses and horses. The 1910 addition of two sternwheelers on the Upper Fraser
Rivers and the completion of the railway to Fort George, gave the BX Company’s network of stages claim to the
longest route in North America. That same year improvements made to the Cariboo road allowed for automobile
traffic. The B.C. Express Co. accordingly purchased a fleet of “Winston Sixes” to adapt to the passage of the stage
coach travel.
This addition of vehicles called for a new headquarters to be built. In 1911 a cluster of new buildings were erected
on 6th and Railway; these included an office, blacksmith shop, carpenter’s shop, workshop and up to date garage.
The B.C. Express Company remained in business until 1914, just three years after completion of its new buildings.
The BX Company’s history spanned over 50 years. It weathered floods and snow and the occasional hold up. It’s
red and yellow coaches have provided service to dukes and princesses, judges, politicians, artists, poets, wealthy
business men and the everyday people of the Cariboo.
The BX office still stands on the corner of 6th and Railway. As you journey up the Cariboo road, stop in at the
roadside houses and museums. It’s here you’ll find more treasures and stories of the infamous B.C. Express.
Written and Researched by Kathy Paulos
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Mill, Ted (1977) Former Provincial Government Building, 601 Railway Avenue, Ashcroft, BC, (Canadian Inventory of
Historic Building) Correspondence-Ashcroft Museum Archives
West, Willis J. (1937) "Old Cariboo Road." The Standard Magazine
Leighton, J.B. (1938) "Pioneer Tells of Early Days Of BC Express." Kamloops Sentinel
Letterboxing Clues:
From the main parking area at the Heritage Park walk along the trail
heading south until you come to a bench marked Chamber of Commerce.
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Cache Creek Cemetery

Site Identification

Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Cache Creek, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°48.766'
W 121°19.221'
Ownership:
Village of Cache Creek
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain: 1
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Highway 1 in Cache Creek (near
the fire hall) turn onto Quartz road.
Turn right onto Stage road and follow
to cemetery.
Parking Advice:
Park at main parking lot.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Even cemeteries can be given a new lease on life, as the
Cache Creek Cemetery demonstrates. It began as the
Collins Family cemetery, established by the pioneering
family of the same name, now commemorated by a road in
Cache Creek. John Gerome Collins was born in Nashville,
Tennessee in 1851, and arrived in the Cache Creek area in
1874. He worked at a variety of occupations, and was for a
time manager of Hat Creek House, after William Cargile
purchased the property in 1881. In 1883 John married
William’s daughter Mary, and their son Bert was born at
Hat Creek in 1888. It’s likely that Collins stayed on as
manager until Cargile sold the property in 1894; by 1895 he
had gone into the drug and jewelry business in Ashcroft
with a partner, F.C. Lawrence.
In 1904 the seemingly ever-restless John Collins took his
family to Tennessee, where he set up in the theatre
business. When the theatre burned down in 1908 Collins
returned to British Columbia, and purchased land between
Boston Flats, northwest of Ashcroft, and the Bonaparte
River, with his holdings encompassing much of what is
now the village of Cache Creek. In 1927 John and his son
Bert opened the T.U. Auto Camp, at the point where the
road from Kamloops met the Cariboo Wagon Road (the
current site of the Cache Creek post office). Auto courts
were a precursor of the motor hotel—or motel—of the
1950s, and catered to the needs of that newfangled being,
the motorist. The T.U. Auto Camp—a central building with
numerous cabins around it—soon became well known as a
Cariboo landmark, but was sold by Bert Collins in the
1940s.

45

John Collins had died in 1931, and was interred in what was referred to as “the family plot” half a mile to the east
of the Auto Court. This was probably the extent of the Collins family holdings in Cache Creek, as it seems that
postmaster James Campbell, former owner of Bonaparte House, owned land to the east of this location, and farmed
there. Mary Collins was buried in the cemetery in 1936, as were other family members, including Bert Collins’
brother. Intriguingly, Roy Collins, great-grandson of John Collins, recalls going out to the cemetery late one night
when he was five or so, in the late 1930s, with his brother. There they witnessed the disinterment of several
Chinese people buried there; the bodies were, said Mr. Collins, disinterred by other Chinese people, and the bones
repatriated to China.
The Collins family cemetery fell into disuse, and for many years lay neglected. In 2006 the Village of Cache Creek
stated, in its Annual Report, the intention of establishing a cemetery in the village, either by upgrading the Collins
family cemetery or purchasing another property. In the 2007 Annual Report it was proposed that the Collins family
be consulted, with a view to changing the name from the Collins Family Cemetery to the Cache Creek Cemetery.
By 2008 this permission had been obtained, and in 2009 the Village approached a firm of landscape architects to
develop a plan to manage what was described as a “small but neglected pioneer cemetery”. Preservation of the few
graves scattered through the site was paramount, as was locating the sites of any unmarked graves in the area.
Construction and renovation of the site was completed in the fall of 2009, with the graves of John and Mary
Collins given pride of place in the northwest corner. A stone noting the legacy of the Collins family stands beside
their graves.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
(1931) Ashcroft Journal (newspaper). In Ashcroft Museum and Archives.
(1974) Ashcroft Journal (newspaper). In Ashcroft Museum and Archives.
Interview with Roy Collins 2012.
Letterboxing Clues:
Walk along the outside of the fence line to the left. Located at barbwire corner under tree.
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Cache Creek Tower Top

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Cache Creek, B.C.

Photo: Kurt Evans

Geocache Location:
N 50°48.434'
W 121°19.194'
Altitude:
547m/1794ft
Ownership:
First part of driveway, Private Property
Cache site, Crown Land

Accuracy:
1 meter
Overall Difficulty: 2
Overall Terrain: 3.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Heading on Hwy 1 towards Kamloops
turn right on Collins Road in Cache
Creek. The Cariboo Road is visible from
this site location as are the sites for the
former Bonaparte House.

Parking Advice:
Do not block driveway or closed gate.
Park on side of the street.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

By 1895 there was a steady stream of freight leaving
Ashcroft for the Cariboo. Tail to tail, up the dusty road the
teamsters went providing goods to the north.
It was the pack trains that first travelled the early trails. A
large pack train consisted of about 45 mules or horses and
called for services of four men, and a cook who rode the
bell mare. Pack trains would average about 16 miles a day.
Freight wagons could travel about 12-14 miles a day and
were pulled by teams made up of six, eight and ten horses,
mules or oxen, pulling two and sometimes three wagons in
tandem. There were no luxurious seats in those days,
teamsters walked, rode the high wheel or the spring board
at the side. The bull puncher walked in the dust all day
beside his team. He never used a jerk-line or any other
means of guidance except maybe a stick or snap of a bull
whip to encourage his team along.
The “swamper” was an apprentice, usually a young fellow.
His job would be to accompany the freighter, harness and
unharness the mules or horses, lead them to water, and
bunch grass. He would then round them up at 4 am, cook
breakfast, and assist in general duties.
The “jerk-line” was used with a long string of mules or
horses when it was impossible to use reins. The teamster
walked alongside or sat on a board at the side and
“telegraphed directions”. The line was connected to the
leaders and directions to stop or go and which way to turn
according to the number of jerks of the line. 47

Pack trains and oxen team were turned out at night to graze on the bunch grass. Water could be found in the creeks
or streams; when water sources were miles apart, shallow wells would be dug. It was the roadhouses that took care
of the horse teams and stage coaches; here they would be fed grain. It was found that horses fed on grain had more
endurance and the daily relays could be extended a number of miles.
Road side houses could be found every few miles. The mileage of the roadhouses can be a little confusing. Lillooet
was originally Mile 0 and the earliest roadhouses took their mileage from Lillooet. When the Yale wagon road was
built new roadhouses took their mileage from Yale. Once the CPR was completed the mileage was taken from
Ashcroft. Roadhouses that had good reputations chose to keep their original mileage designations.
The construction of the Pacific Grand Eastern railway began in 1912 and was completed by 1921. Its route took it
from Squamish to Quesnel. The PGE provided a more economical way of shipping goods to the north. Freight
teams that had once graced the Cariboo road were no longer needed. It was the end of an era.
Written and Researched by Kathy Paulos
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
April 9, 1975 "Freighting on the Cariboo Road." (Ashcroft Journal Files)
Wickstrom, Dawn. (1981) "The Building of a railway as seen by a surveyor." Ashcroft Journal

Letterboxing Clues:
From water tower hike up the road and keep to the left. Right side driveway is private. Pass the rock at top of the hill.
Located under sage brush.
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Camelsfoot Peak Trail

Site Identification
Photo: Wayne Robnison

Nearest Community:
Lillooet, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°45.887'
W 121°52.320'
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
4 meters
Overall Difficulty: 3
Overall Terrain: 4
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From the Mile 0 Cairn in Lillooet drive
north on Main Street and turn left onto
Hwy 40 for 8 km and cross over the
Bridge River and turn right onto West
Pavilion Road. Follow for 11.5 km and
cross the cattle guard. Hiking trail starts
here. 3 km hike from parking area. A
2 wheel drive is fine. Be respectful as you
drive through the Bridge River Reserve.

Parking Advice:
Park to the right of the cattle guard.
Approximately 11.5 km from beginning
of West Pavilion.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The hike to the summit of Camelsfoot Peak (sometimes
called Camelshoof) offers amazing panoramic views of the
Fraser Canyon, Clear Range, Fountain Ridge, Mission
Ridge and Mount Brew. To get to the trailhead you will
need to drive the rugged West Pavilion road. Another trail
exists below the stretch of road where you park beside a
cattle gate. This trail is the route First Nation guides used to
lead Simon Fraser during his exploring of the Fraser River.
You can see your trailhead from where you park, across
the road. The trail begins as an old road that leads to an old
TV and radio transmission site – no structures still exist.
When you reach the summit there is an old abandoned
forestry fire lookout. Across the Fraser Canyon is the First
Nation Reserve and community called Fountain (Xaxli’p).
The name ‘Fountain’ refers to the churning white water
rapids in a dramatic bend in the Fraser Canyon seen below.
Rapids were sometimes referred to as ‘fountains’ by some
early European explorers.
Camelsfoot Peak is situated at the most southern tip of the
Camelsfoot Range which spans 90 km at its longest point.
The Camelsfoot Range lies between the Fraser and
Yalakom Faults. They are similar in composition with the
Marble and Clear Ranges, but they differ greatly with the
Shulaps Range which is immediately west, across the
Yalakom river.
The reference to camels in the name of this peak and range
bears testament to an interesting experiment by a local
Lillooet entrepreneur, John Calbreath, in 1862. Camels are
able to carry much more weight than mules, 800 lbs versus
300 lbs. This was very desirable for transporting goods
to support the gold prospecting efforts along the Cariboo
road. Camels also had a reputation to require less food and
water than mules or horses and could travel over double the

distance in one day. Twenty-three camels were bought in San Francisco for $300 apiece, quite an
investment in those days. Things did not go as planned as explained by Leonard W. Meyers in Great
Stories from the Canadian Frontier:
“The camels were not only temperamental, but also vicious. And these negative characteristics finally
outweighed their good points. They developed a bad habit of attacking anything they did not like. And
when one of these desert creatures was driven down the gangplank, it passed a prospector’s mule and
promptly bit and kicked it severely. Disturbingly, the strange animals were completely impartial
as to what or whom they attacked - and this ranged all the way from oxen to mules and horses to men.”
Camels had other physical problems, their scent frightened other pack animals and their feet were not
tough enough for the rugged Fraser Canyon terrain. The other packers, who used more ‘traditional’
means of moving supplies, did not like the camels at all. They had a petition circulated and the camels
were banned from the Cariboo trail. The camels were set lose and succumbed to the difficult terrain
and many predators. The last one is commonly believed to have died in 1905 in the Okanagan.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
“Bivouac.com: Camelsfoot Range History” Web 2012. http://bivouac.com/ArxPg.asp?
rq=More&FldName=History&Arx Id=1348
“Bivouac.com: Camelshoof Peak” (Web) 2012. http://bivouac.com/MtnPg.asp?MtnId=7211
“GeoBC: Camelsfoot Range” (Web) 2012. http://apps.gov.bc.ca/pub/bcgnws/names/40079.html
Goforthe, K. (Personal Interview) 2012, born in Lillooet and current resident.
Hume, Steven. “Simon Fraser’s Native Guides”. The Vancouver Sun. November 7, 2007. Canada.com (Web).
(June 12, 2012).
http://www2.canada.com vancouversunfeatures/fraser/ story.
html?id= 601baa24-d77c-4293-a47e-b8e0df37f68e&k=82416
Meyers, Leonard W. “Getting Around In Early, Untamed British Columbia”. Great Stories from the Canadian
Frontier. Ed.
Stewart, Gordon and Antonson, Brian. Richmond, BC: Antonson Publishing, 1979
“Wikipedia: Fountain, British Columbia” (Web) 2012. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fountain,_British_Columbia
“Wikipedia: Camelsfoot Range” (Web) 2012. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camelsfoot_Range
Letterboxing Clues:
Follow old road to a flat clearing from South Eastern edge of flat clearing 31 paces north. Look for old
wooden box.
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Campbell Hill

Site Identification

Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Cache Creek, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°46.257'
W 121°20.562'
Altitude:
987m/3238ft
Date Established:
1985
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Cache Creek follow Hwy 1 to
Campbell Hill Road, turn right and
follow for 2 km. Take a right. Follow
this road for 4.2 km. Total travel time
6.2 km.

Parking Advice:
Pull off to left of road. Follow faint trail
to edge of mountain, and park.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

If it’s true that one of the reasons people go to the movies is
to see foreign locations they couldn’t otherwise visit, then
Gold Country residents and visitors only have to step
outside and look around to achieve the same effect. Over
the last few years, the area around Ashcroft and Cache
Creek alone has been home to several major film and TV
productions, with the local landscape standing in for a
number of locations, including Afghanistan, Tibet, Texas,
Wyoming, and Mexico. Among the actors who’ve starred
in these productions are such famous names as Robert
Redford, Harrison Ford, Jack Nicholson, Morgan Freeman,
Jennifer Lopez, John Cusack, Sarah Polley, Liam Neeson,
Woody Harrelson, and Mark Wahlberg.
One of the most popular areas in the region for film crews
is the Campbell Hill Airport, just off Highway 1 between
Ashcroft and Cache Creek. Originally developed in 1985,
the airport is situated halfway up Campbell Hill, named
after local pioneer James Campbell, one-time owner of the
Bonaparte House in Cache Creek. It replaced a previous
airstrip located on what is now the Eagle Motorplex site
near Ashcroft Manor, and its 3300-foot paved airstrip can
accommodate commercial jets and turbo prop aircraft.
Since 2000 the airport has hosted an annual Mother’s Day
Fly-In that attracts dozens of planes, which perform aerial
displays and are on view for the hundreds of people who
flock to the event.
Situated at an elevation of 2000 feet, the airstrip gives
stunning views in several directions. The terrain, with its
dry grassland edging into pine forest, also means that it can
successfully double for many different places,
something filmmakers have been quick to take advantage
of. The movies Afghan Luke (2011) and Shooter (2007), as

well as the TV mini-series The Andromeda Strain (2007), have used Campbell Hill as a location.
However, the 2009 film 2012—directed by Roland Emmerich and starring John Cusack, Woody
Harrelson, Amanda Peet, and Danny Glover—made extensive use of Campbell Hill in several scenes,
with the area doubling for Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming. The airstrip can be seen when John
Cusack’s character desperately drives his Winnebago—which is on fire, and being pelted with chunks of
exploding rock—to where his ex-wife, her boyfriend, and Cusack’s children are waiting for him. The
group is attempting to flee from Yellowstone Park as the massive caldera there erupts, and the scene
shows the group boarding a small plane and flying out of the region. The north side of the airstrip was
also turned
into a military station for some scenes. A little further along Campbell Hill Road, towards McLean Lake,
is the site of a scene set earlier in the film, when Cusack and his children, camping in Yellowstone Park,
meet a character played by Woody Harrelson. Harrelson’s character claims to have knowledge of secret
government plans to ensure the survival of humanity should the predictions of the end of the world in
2012 prove to be accurate; the later Yellowstone scene comes after Cusack has returned to Yellowstone
to try to get more information.
From Campbell Hill one gets a fine view across Highway 1 towards Ashcroft of Elephant Mountain,
which was the setting used for an early scene in the 2010 film version of
The A-Team.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Many thanks to Victoria Weller of the Thompson-Nicola Film
Commission for her assistance with this article.
Letterboxing Clues:
At final parking spot just below is another view point. Look
for moss covered old log.
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Clemes Hall

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Spences Bridge, B.C.

Photo: GCCS

Geocache Location:
N 50°25.011'
W 121°21.138'
Ownership:
Spences Bridge Community Club
Cache Site:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
1 meter
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain: 1
Access Information and
Restrictions:
At Spences Bridge from Hwy 1 turn
left on to Bridgeway St. Cross the
bridge and turn right onto Hwy 8.
Clemes Hall is located beside The Inn
on Hwy 8.
Parking Advice:
Park on pullout on Hwy 8 near post #41.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Built in 1907 by Archibald Clemes, this is the original
community hall of Spences Bridge. It was built in the
cement and stone architectural style that Mr. Clemes
learned about on one of his many excursions to Mexico.
The hall was home to many wonderful events such as
dances, bazaars, Christmas celebrations, theatre and more.
The Spences Bridge Community Club, established in 1959,
maintains Clemes Hall and hosts a variety of events there.
The Club ensures that the historical building is heated and
insured, also that all renovations and repairs are carried out.
Plans are in the works to make the hall more energy
efficient and to build a portable stage for theatre
productions.
On the back outside wall of the building is a
commemorative wall of plaques honoring the departed
souls of Spences Bridge. There, one can find such names as
Jessie Ann Smith, her husband John Smith, James Teit,
Archibald Clemes and many others.
Mr. Clemes was an astute business man; he purchased
various properties in Vancouver and built the original
Pantages Theatre there. In Spences Bridge, he bought a
section of John Murray’s estate and in 1890, he bought the
Nelson property which included the Nelson Hotel that Mr.
Clemes and his wife operated. The Nelson Hotel, which is
purported to have been built in 1862, still stands today as
“The Inn at Spences Bridge”. Clemes Hall is a short
distance down the road from the hotel. A bakery once stood
between the two buildings. All of Archibald Clemes’
investments were quite fruitful and thus he became a very
wealthy man.
Archibald Clemes was somewhat of a local celebrity. He
was oneof the first fruit growers in the interior of British

Columbia and he produced prize winning apples. He had one of the first automobiles in British
Columbia’s interior. In 1898, when he attended the World Exhibition in Paris, he spotted a Woolsey and
simply had to have one for his very own! He made an order to have one of these vehicles shipped to him
and it finally arrived more than three years later! He used to proudly cruise down the streets of Spences
Bridge in his beautiful new car. The local townspeople would line the streets to capture a glimpse of Mr.
Clemes parading about in his beloved 1902 Woolsey! In 1913, he installed the first power plant in
Spences Bridge at the base of Murray Creek falls. This brought power to his hotel, the railroads and to
the citizens of Spences Bridge.
Archibald Clemes died in 1922 and was known as “The Owner of Spences Bridge”. He is buried
alongside his pet horse who predeceased him and one can only imagine that his wife is buried there too.
The cemetery is just off the Trans Canada highway, by the south end of town. The graves are mounds of
piled up dirt and of course the largest mound belongs to the horse.
There you have it, a historical hall more than a century old which is still in use today for similar
purposes as it was intended for all those years ago. A building with an interesting history built by yet
another colorful character of Gold Country.
Written and Researched by Dominique Robillard
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
J.Meryl Campbell and Audrey Ward. Widow Smith of Spences Bridge Copyright 1989 by Murphy Shewchuk.
Sonotek Publishing.
Personal interview with Steve Rice.
Personal interview with Ray Nigalis.
The Rattler.ca
Letterboxing Clues:
From post #41 cache is 40m towards old fence on the right. Hidden under sage brush

Code: GC3PB80
Written and
Researched by
Edith McLorn
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Clinton Hotel

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Clinton B.C.

Photo: GCCS

Geocache Location:
N 51°05.879'
W 121°34.430'
Altitude:
894m/2933ft
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Clinton go 1.4 km North to pull
out at Gold Country and Clinton signs.
Park at pull out. Walk 250m along dirt
road behind pull out. Entrance for dirt
road is by the Downing Park mileage sign.

Parking Advice:
Park in gravel pullout.

Point of Interest:
To view the historic sites of the Toll Booth
and Clinton Hotel proceed to Clinton. Sites
are marked by info signs in town.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

In 1862, the Clinton Hotel was constructed opposite the
Toll Booth with the Cariboo Trail to Barkerville running
between them. Gustavus Wright was the road contractor
responsible for the building of the section from Lillooet
to Clinton and onward 151 miles (243 km) to Alexandria.
The road building was a costly undertaking. A toll booth
was established in Clinton from 1863 to 1868 to recover
costs from those using the road. Rates were set in Sterling,
a shilling for each animal and scales weighed the freight at
one cent per pound. The toll booth was operated by a man
named J. Champness and also served as a temporary
courthouse.
Overlooking these proceedings sat the Clinton Hotel, a
flourishing roadhouse built by another group of visionaries,
Walter McKinnon and the Watson brothers. It was sold on
to Joseph and Mary Smith and partner Tom Marshall in
1865 (date of sale varies) who expanded the building
and developed its reputation as a fine hotel known for good
food, clean accommodation, and good service. It continued
in use until it burnt in 1958.
The road here was built wide with plenty of room for the
wagons and teams of oxen, mules and horses to pull by
each other or turn around. It was estimated that in the
height of the gold rush as many as twenty thousand
people and their animals would travel through this route.
It is likely that very little phased these hard working
animals. They had no doubt encountered all manner of
wildlife, dealt with wet and muddy roads, raucous road
traffic, extremes in cold and heat and clambered over rocky
scree and boggy sections, until 1862 when the camels came
up the gold trail. The stir of excitement over these exotic
visitors was pronounced. Within the four legged world the
response was horror and panic. The shape of these

Bactrian camels, with their long legs, rolling gait and two humps was striking. Even more remarkable
was their distinctive smell, highly offensive to an animal nose. In an attempt to disguise this problem
and encourage a more peaceful co-existence within the working animal kingdom one of the owners went
so far as to try perfume as a disguise. It did not work. The best behaved teams bolted in terror at these
encounters. Mules were attacked by the camels and law suits were pending.
In truth, the camels were a disaster. They suffered from the rough Cariboo terrain, even wearing a
boot-type covering did not protect their padded feet. They went lame. They ate everything in sight
including pants, shirts and even a bar of soap. The camels had initially served with the US Army Camel
Corps rail construction in Arizona, and later as pack animals during the California gold rush. It was
hoped that these powerful animals, able to carry 500-600 pounds, twice the load a mule could manage,
would revolutionize transportation to the gold fields. By 1863, after only one year of trial, owners Frank
Laumeister and associates decided to abandon their experiment, sell what they could and turn loose
the remaining camels.
The last identified camel was known to have died at a ranch near Kamloops in about 1905. Random
sightings were reported for a number of years after that. Their presence continues in the name of the
Camelsfoot Mountain Range near Lillooet.
Written and Researched by Edith McLorn
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Brundage, Mike. Tales of the Cariboo, self published, Clinton, BC Charles, Peters. At the “47 Mile” A history of
the Village of Clinton, Orca Book Pub. Ltd., Victoria, BC,1990.
Wilson, Diana, ed. Heart of the Cariboo-Chilcotin, Stories Worth Keeping, Heritage House, Surrey, BC, 2006
Village of Clinton, Historical Walking Tour, self published by Village of Clinton and Clinton & District
Economic Development Society
Wilson, Diana, ed. Heart of the Cariboo-Chilcotin, More Stories Worth Keeping, Heritage House. Surrey, BC,
2007
“U.S. Camel Corps” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Camel_
Corps), sourced June 20, 2012.
Letterboxing Clues:
At bottom of steep hill, turn left and walk 40m to barbwire
fence. Hidden in Juniper bush by rock.
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Pioneers & Early Settlers

Clinton Memorial Hall

Site Identification

Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Clinton B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 51°05.499'
W 121°35.063'
Altitude:
888m/2913ft
Ownership:
Village of Clinton
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain: 1
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Downtown Clinton. From Hwy
97 facing North turn right on to
Lebourdais Ave.
Parking Advice:
Park along avenue or in the hall
parking lot.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

It is not necessary to wear fancy dress when you enter the
Clinton Memorial Hall, although many people have chosen
to do so.
The Clinton Memorial Hall was built in 1920 to provide a
larger venue for the Clinton Annual Ball as well as other
community activities. The Ball first took place in 1868 and
was held at the Clinton Hotel. This event set the tone for
future events, an on-going tradition of fancy dress,
dignitaries, feasting, dancing and socializing. People
travelled from all over the area, their visits to Clinton
extending over a period of days and weeks of festivities.
Considering that the first few balls were held in
winter and travel was by horse and carriage an extended
stay made sense. Planning for this occasion started early,
as it does today. Women ordered their gowns well ahead of
time, some from Paris, New York and San Francisco, a
cultural center during the 1860 gold rush days. Local
seamstresses and tailors were in demand.
The building of the Memorial Hall was largely a volunteer
effort strongly supported by the returning First World War
veterans. The decision was made in summer of 1920 that a
larger center was needed to accommodate the crowds
attending both the Annual Ball and other community
events. By September that same year the lot was purchased
and the Hall was built in time for the fall horse race meet
and rodeo. Lumber was special milled at Botterill’s Mill,
the only local operation. Botterill the owner did the mill
work at no charge. Volunteers went into the forests to cut
the logs and into the mill to saw and plane the wood.
Purchases of nails, windows, doors, hardware and
wages for the supervising carpenter came from generous
money donations given by those who were unable to donate
their labour. A plaque resides within the Hall to those 20
young veterans lost in the First World War.

The Hall has undergone several series of renovations. Of note is that its famous spring floor, a
suspension system designed to provide light bounce to ease dancers’ feet is still in place. The current
incarnation retains the fine maple flooring, probably the third resurfacing of the floor.
In 1969 the Village of Clinton took ownership of the Hall and property. The Village Council held
offices in this building until their September 2000 move into the Government Building on the Cariboo
Hwy. In recent years renovations implemented by the Village Council have included an updated
commercial kitchen, acoustic paneling to improve sound effects and a big screen television used for
community events such as the recent 2010 Olympics. When the United Church closed in 2012 it donated
its piano, an appreciated gift as the preceding one was worn out.
After more than 90 years of use the Clinton Memorial Hall is still ready to open its doors for dances,
town hall meetings, funerals, weddings, art shows, Halloween parties, community dinners, tea parties, or
fundraisers. The gift of those long gone war veterans continues.
Detailed Access Information:
The Clinton Memorial Hall is located in the Village of Clinton on Lebourdais. Turn off Cariboo Trail
(Hwy 97 north) at the Shell Station and go south one block. Park on Lebourdais or the parking lot
adjacent to the Memorial Hall.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Clinton Museum and Archives.
Many thanks to the Clinton Museum for access to archives.
Don McLaughlin. (Nov 2000). article "Its the Memorial Hall." Clinton Lariat.
Dorothy McLaughlin. (May 1988 ). article "Clinton Memorial Hall." The Spectator.
C.E.Robertson. (August 1971). article "Memorial Hall Built with Zeal." Centennial Booklet, Clinton-Cache Cr
Pioneer.
Photo of earlier Memorial Hall courtesy of Earl Cahill collection.
Village of Clinton Files. Many thanks to Village of Clinton for access to their files.
Letterboxing Clues:
At the parking lot behind guard rail close to dirt mound. Blends in.
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Geological & Views

Cougar Point

Site Identification
Photo: Jack Taylor

Nearest Community:
Clinton B.C.,
Jesmond B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 51°04.905'
W 121°55.548'
Altitude:
1260 m
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 3
Overall Terrain: 3
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Clinton follow Kelly Lake Road
for 16 km and then turn onto Jesmond
Road. Follow to the High Bar Road and
turn left onto road. Follow for 5.5 km
until pullout on the right.

Parking Advice:
Park in flat area on right before 23%
Grade road sign.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Tucked away between the Fraser River and the Coast
Mountain Range, in the land of the Secwepmec people, lays
an ecological gem. Edge Hills Provincial Park is a
wonderland of rare grasslands, mixed-wood forests and
spectacular views of the remarkable geology of the Fraser
Canyon.
The park carries a strong cultural heritage, as it is within
the Secwepmec traditional territory.1 And it was here,
below the hills southwest of Clinton where the Fraser River
meets Kelly Creek, a young Secwepmec man in 1872
discovered gold.
The Edge Hills proved to be a mining Mecca, but only
temporarily. Generally referred to as the Grange Mine, near
the confluence of Kelly Creek and the Fraser River, the first
excavation began in 1881. Over the years gold, silver and
copper were mined, but not without difficulty.
Numerous mining companies extracted the valuable metals,
but as claims lapsed all mining excavation was shut down
by 1941. Vestiges of the old shafts are all that remain.
However, it is at the more northern edge of the park that
there is something worth far more than gold or silver. At
Cougar Point one realizes how rich they truly are gazing
upon a geological wonder embracing the Mighty
Muddy Fraser River. It is like being at the top of the world.
The Coast Mountains, beyond the Camelsfoot Range,
appear to be within reach and with imagination one can
almost see the top of Vancouver Island and hear
the roar of the surf of the Pacific Ocean.
Looking far into the northwest one can see the edge of the
Churn Creek Protected Area. The park is a rare and fragile
grassland ecosystem. To the southwest hidden beyond the
wends of the river lays the magical Pavilion Lake at the
foot of the magnificent Marble Range.2 And beyond sight

are the many limestone caves that provide homes and protection for the many critters in the park.
This amazing canyon was created by the river cutting through the remarkable geology of the Interior
Plateau during the Miocene period creating the vast benchlands of the Fraser Plateau.3 The steep cliffs
express the colourful evidence of volcanic activity during the Pliocene period.4 And the sheer
ruggedness of the canyon is the result of the power of water and the abrasiveness of ancient silt and
sand.
While the steepness of the cliffs may pose a challenge to people, they are a mere pathway from one
seasonal site to another for the sure-footed bighorn sheep of the area. The sheep winter through in the
warmth of the canyon where the rugged and steep cliffs protect them from predators and food is
plentiful, as very little snow falls. In the spring the bighorn migrate to the rich green alpine of the Marble
Range, traversing the rugged cliffs with ease.
The drive to the High Bar Road passes through sagebrush grasslands. The grasslands are home to
wandering cattle and horses belonging to the many active ranches in the region. They also harbour a
variety of wildlife including sandhill cranes, deer and small rodents, the major sustenance for the many
hawks in the area.
The drive along the narrow and steep road to the lookout passes from grasslands through Douglas fir
forests and up to the alpine forest of ponderosa and lodge pole pine. The ground is a dry and dusty dirt
floor dotted with the many colours of wildflowers that hug the rocks and cliff edges.
Cougar Point is a spectacular secret hidden deep in Edge Hills Park on top of the Fraser Plateau. A
mighty muddy river, the Fraser has cut a swath through ancient geology to provide a magnificent view
into the past and a sense of wonder. On top of the world the vista is an awesome treasure high above
Gold Country.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Caveat: Any historical or archaeological artifacts found in the park must not be removed
and must be reported to the Secwepmec Nation nearest Band Office.

1

2

See site page "Pavilion Lake", Gold Country GeoTourism Adventures, Field Guide Volume 2, 123.

3

The Miocene period lasted from 24.6 million to 5.7 million years ago

4

The Pliocene period lasted from 5.1 to 2.0 million years ago

Duffell, S. & McTaggert, K. Geological Survey of Canada, Memoir 262, Canada Department of Mines and
Technical Surveys, No. 2501, Ottawa 1951
www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks BC Parks
www.gov.bc.ca/ener Ministry of Energy & Mines, Mines & Mineral Sources, Geoscience,
MINFILE Mineral Inventory, MINFILE No.0921NW036
Letterboxing Clues:
From parking area walk back up road 25 metres up hill on
right. Go right 40 metres to Juniper bush, once there go left
up hill 90 metres. Ground level.
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Agriculture

Earlscourt

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Lytton, B.C.

Photo: GCCS

Geocache Location:
N 50°16.090'
W 121° 36.919'
Ownership:
Private Property
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Public road. Seasonal (ferry closed at
high water). Vehicle accessible. Located
northwest of Lytton on Hwy #12. From
Highway 97 exit into Lytton following
Main Street and the signs to the Lytton
Ferry about 2 km; cross the river
following North Spencer Road, and drive
past Earlscourt Farms about 3.2 km from
the ferry dock to a pullout on the right
hand side. Please no smoking on this site.
Private property.

Parking Advice:
Park at pullout that is 3.2 km from Ferry
exit.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

From a small town on the Atlantic Seaboard to the bench
lands of the mighty Fraser in Lytton, Thomas Gardner Earl
accomplished a journey of some magnitude to find the
apple of his eye – in more ways than one!
Earl was born in New Jersey in 1829 and as a young man
followed the hordes to San Francisco to join the California
Gold Rush in the early 1850’s. Not satisfied, he headed
northward in 1858 to try his hand in the Cariboo Gold
Rush. But Earl discovered a different kind of gold – golden
and delicious apples.
After hearing of the first apple tree plantings in 1862 by a
Secwepmec man named Lorenzo, Thomas Earl settled in
Lytton in 1864 to plant an orchard. He soon accumulated a
total of 300-acres with both apple and pear trees. The
early maturity of the fruit, due to the remarkable heat of the
Lytton Valley, guaranteed good crops. Strategically located
along the Cariboo Wagon Road, the orchards were an ideal
place to stock up on fresh provisions. By 1875 Earl
was considered the largest apple grower in British
Columbia.
And it wouldn’t be long thereafter that Earl would marry
the apple of his eye. Anna Ogden Earl was a cousin and
they wed in Victoria in 1885. They settled in at Earlscourt
Farms and together worked the orchards growing,
selling and exporting fruit to as far away as England.1
The Earls would enjoy the fruits of their labour until 1912
at which time he sold Earlscourt Farms to David Spencer. It
was a long way from a small Welsh Village to Lytton, but
David Spencer was an enterprising young man. His journey
to Lytton was not without several stops on the way, as he
was destined for great things.

Lured by the glory of gold, the young Methodist preacher made his way to Victoria in 1862 only to find
the excitement of the Gold Rush abating. So he bought a bookstore in January and advertised
"Valentines, valentines, sentimental and comic, new and beautiful” – weeks before the big day. He
believed in the slogan start the demand – don’t follow it.
In 1867 Spencer fell in love and married the apple of his eye, Emma, and started a family.2 By 1873
Spencer sold the bookstore and purchased a dry goods business with a partner. Five years later he went
solo and grew the business. Spencers was now in Nanaimo and Vancouver, for a total
of nine stores.
In 1912 the company added farms and ranches to their assets, including Earlscourt. Unfortunately, David
died in 1920, but the business and properties remained in the family. Several years later it was noted that
Earlscourt was now 700-acres with 16,000 fruit trees.
The family sold the department store business to T. Eaton in 1948, but kept the farm in Lytton until 1959
when they sold Earlscourt to rancher Norman Gregory. Gregory’s ownership was short and the property
was bought by Raymond Mundall in 1962. He was no stranger to farming, as he had operated a 100-acre
almond orchard while practicing medicine in California.
He brought his family to Lytton where they settled in at Earlscourt. However, Mundall was soon
discouraged by a fire that destroyed the equipment shop a year later. They kept the farm but moved
back to California.
Fire would plague the farm, with the packinghouse burning in 1972. Mundall returned to the farm in
1991 to retire and one year later the greenhouse burned. This was followed by the burning of the
mansion in 1992. However, the Mundalls are a hardy lot.
Today the Mundalls manage the organic orchard, run a cattle operation and a horse training facility.
Earlscourt has come a long way, withstanding the ravages of time and fire.
The story of Earlscourt Farms apples weaves an interesting history – a delicious golden dream coming
true in the heart of Gold Country.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & Sources
1

See site page "The Smiths" Gold Country GeoTourism Adventures Field Guide Volume 1, 147.

2 A governess cart belonging to the Spencer family is on display at the Lytton Museum. It is a small, light two-wheeled
horse drawn cart from the 1800s.

www.mundall.com, Mundall family business website inc. Earlscourt Farm
www.biographi.ca, Canadian Biography On-line
www.lib.uwo.ca, University of Western Ontario, "The Libraries,Business & History"
www.livinglandscapes.bc.ca, Royal BC Museum, "Living Landscapes"
Letterboxing Clues:
From pullout walk 109m approximately straight up to the top of the hill on the right side of the pullout. At the
open viewpoint area the cache is hidden under a bush and covered with rocks and wood.
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Geological & Views

Emerald Bay, Green Lake

Nearest Community:
70 Mile House, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 51°26.514'
W 121°09.778'
Altitude:
1065m
Date Established:
1975 – 113 hectares
2004 – total of 347 hectares
Ownership:
Provinicial park
Accuracy:
5 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Access Information and Restrictions:
From Highway 97 at 70 Mile House,
turn east at N. Bonaparte Rd; there is
plenty of signage; follow N. Bonaparte
to the sani-station 15 km and turn
northeast onto Green Lake Rd. N.;
follow the road, which will eventually run
along the lakeshore, for approx. 17.5 km
to the Emerald Bay campground; you
will pass several of the other Green Lake
Provincial Park spots; from Highway 24
there is also good signage.

Parking Advice:
Parking at site at park entrance.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Photo: Jack Taylor

Site Identification

There was far more than just gold discovered during the
boom days along the Cariboo Wagon Road. While many
passed through the vast geography along the road to riches,
others chose to explore the surrounding areas and find a
different kind of wealth. With so much land in every
direction, the region was beckoning for discovery and
settlement. And those that dared, travelled into new and
unchartered territory – or so they believed.
The Secwepemc, Shuswap people, have been travelling and
living off of the forests, streams and lakes of the area for
several thousands of years. They began sharing their
ancestral territory in the early 1800s with the coming of
the fur traders from the Hudson’s Bay Company.
Seeking a route from Fort Langley to Fort Alexandria and
onto Fort George, Alexander Caulfield Anderson, with
great perseverance and remarkable patience, was able to
establish and map the route between the forts. The Fur
Brigade Trail meandered alongside creeks and streams.1 In
their canoes they fought rivers and rapids. They crossed
muskeg and lake. They traversed plateaus and mountains,
meadows and forests. It was hard work and many
horses met an unfortunate demise.
However, one day when the voyageurs were travelling the
meadows not far from the Bonaparte River, they came upon
the brilliant and clear waters of a large lake dotted with I
slands. They were smitten. Such beauty was rarely seen. So
unusual was the colour the French voyageurs could only
best describe it as Lac du Vert.
Green Lake, as it is known today, is a treasure nestled in
the heart of the Southern Cariboo. Its waters are crystal
clear and a brilliant green. It is fed by two clean running
creeks, Watch and Nolan, several springs within the lake

itself, and the snowmelt from the surrounding uplands. It is dotted with a number of islands, large and
small, and most of the bays and shores are a lovely soft black sand.
One of the greenest colours around the lake can be found at Emerald Bay, where the sands are black on
shore and one can easily see the bottom of the lake beneath the deep emerald hue of the crystal clear
water. So why is this lake so green?
It is a remarkable mix of nature and chemistry that makes this lake such a beautiful green. The chemical
composition of the water, the microorganisms and phytoplankton, along with the physics of light, give
us the beautiful green hues. It is especially effective as the lake is shallow with a clear sandy
bottom.
The Emerald Bay campground is considered by many, the most wonderful of all B.C. provincial parks.
It offers lovely campsites in a trembling aspen forest, a great children’s play park and a large covered
log shelter for reprieve from the hot sun or the cool summer rains. Of course the best feature is
the exotic sandy beach at the water’s edge of the rich emerald coloured bay, making it a swimmers
dream. Emerald Bay is paradise – a brilliant and sparkling green gem in the heart of Gold Country.
Written and Researched by Angela Wynton
BIBLIOGRAPHY & Sources
1 See site page "The Hudson Bay Company Brigade Trail", Gold Country GeoTourism Adventures, Field Guide
Volume 1, 117.

Anderson, Marguerite, The Pathfinder: A.J. Andersons’s Journeys in the West, Heritage House, Victoria, British
Columbia 2011
www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks BC Parks, Government of British Columbia
Sewchuk, Murphy, Cariboo Trips & Trails, Fitzhenry & Whiteside, Markham, Ontario 2008
www.flyingu.com The Flying U Ranch – Canada’s oldest working guest ranch
Letterboxing Clues:
After entering Emerald Bay, Green Lake campground park in the day lot to the right, walk 5 minutes to the covered
Picnic shelter located waterside in a grassy field below the children’s play area. From the shelter walk north towards a
large downed tree. Under the tree, covered with brush.
Credit: Marcie Down
Credit: Marcie Down
Artist
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Rails & Trails

Epsom – Last Spike

Site Identification

Geocache Location:
N 50°34.400'
W 121°18.193'
Ownership:
Provincial Park
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2
Overall Terrain: 3
Access Information and
Restrictions:
The Canadian Northern Pacific Last
Spike stop of interest plaque is located
in a pull-off on the Trans-Canada
Highway approximately 15 km south of
Ashcroft/19.5 km north of Spences Bridge.
Access to Epsom Park is via an unmarked
access road just to the south of the Last
Spike plaque; use caution when entering
and exiting. Please note that the road is only
passable in its lower section by 4 wheel-drive
vehicles, and that the road stops short of the
railway tracks; access to the other side of the
tracks is by foot only. Beware of posion ivy.

Parking Advice:
Park at large pullout by plaque and hike
down, or park on 4x4 access trail on the flat
field before steep downhill descent.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Ashcroft, B.C.,
Spences Bridge, B.C.

Canadian Northern Pacific Last Spike and Epsom Park
The most famous “last spike” in British Columbia is the
one which signaled completion of the Canadian Pacific
Railway in 1885, but there were two others pounded in the
province. In June 1914 the Grand Trunk Railway
completed its expansion to the west coast, with the last
spike placed near Fort Fraser, and on January 23 1915 its
rival, the Canadian Northern Pacific, hammered home its
last spike between Spences Bridge and Ashcroft. A “Stop
of Interest” plaque off Highway 1 near the site
commemorates the event, and the railroad. (The iconic
green “Stop of Interest” plaques which can be seen all over
the province were started in 1958, to mark the 100th
anniversary of the founding of British Columbia,
and are a familiar sight on B.C.’s highways. There are now
more than 130 around the province, with the most recent
batch of a dozen added to mark the province’s 150th
anniversary in 2008.)
The Canadian Northern Pacific was an extension of the
Canadian Northern line, run by businessmen and railway
entrepreneurs Donald Mann and William Mackenzie. They
wanted to expand their existing rail lines—mostly in the
Prairies—to compete with the lucrative Canadian
Pacific line, which meant moving east into Ontario and
west to British Columbia. Unfortunately, Charles Hays of
the Grand Trunk Railway had the same idea at much the
same time, and the two companies found themselves in
unofficial competition to be first through the Rockies to
the Pacific coast: the Grand Trunk to Prince Rupert and the
Canadian Northern Pacific to Vancouver.
The difficulty of building rail lines through the Rockies and
the Interior, plus high labour and material costs due to
World War One, meant that by the time the last spike was

pounded home, the Canadian Northern Pacific was heavily in debt. In 1918, unable to pay the interest on
its loans, it was taken over by the Canadian government and incorporated into its national railway
system, which became Canadian National. The same fate befell the Grand Trunk Railway in 1920.
The CN line passes below the last spike plaque, following the west side of the Thompson River and
cutting through Epsom Provincial Park. The 102 hectare park was created in 1997, and is one of the few
places in the area giving public access to the Thompson. The road down to the park—the bottom third of
which is only accessible by 4-wheel-drive vehicles— passes through sage and grassland benches which
give way to cottonwood, willow, and underbrush closer to the river.
There is also poison ivy on the far side of the CN tracks, so remember the warning “Leaves of three, let
it be.” A shallow channel on the far side of the tracks separates the bank from a low sandbar, which
during the spring runoff is covered by the Thompson. During the summer months river rafters can be
spotted heading down the river towards Lytton.
Both the park and the viewpoint by the “Last Spike” plaque offer a stunning view north along the
Thompson River, as well an opportunity to examine the silt cliffs, hoodoos, and terraces characteristic of
this stretch of the Thompson. These were formed after the ice age, when deep beds of silt were deposited
on the bottom of temporary lakes. When the ice dams which had formed the lakes melted, the water cut
channels through the silt, leaving the geographic formations which we see today. Just to the south of
Epsom, on the opposite side of the river, is the pumping station at Spatsum which supplies water to the
Highland Valley copper mine.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Lyons, C.P. (1986). Trans-Canada Highway: Vancouver to Kamloops Through Historic Fraser & Thompson River
Canyons. Surrey, B.C.: Heritage House Publishing Company Ltd.
MacKay, Donald (1992): The People’s Railway: A History of Canadian National. Vancouver & Toronto: Douglas
& McIntyre.
McGill, David E. (1979). 126 Stops of Interest in Beautiful British Columbia. Aldergrove, B.C.: Frontier
Publishing Co. Ltd.
Retrieved June 2012 from British Columbia: BC Parks (online): http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/
parkpgs/epsom/#
Letterboxing Clues:
Beside 4x4 trail to the right at the gulley. Under large sage brush.
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Feature Film

Echo Valley Ranch

Site Identification

Photo: Jack Taylor

Nearest Community:
Jesmond, B.C.,
Clinton, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 51°14.715'
W 121°59.675'
Altitude:
1132m
Ownership:
Private Property
Accuracy:
5 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
59 kms from Clinton. From Clinton follow
Kelly Lake Road for 16 km and then turn
onto Jesmond Road. Follow road signs to
Echo Valley Ranch. Turn right on to Echo
Valley and travel 3 km to dirt road on your
right. Walk along dirt road for 150m to
cache location.

Parking Advice:

Early settlers discovered the fertile grasslands along the
Fraser River south of Williams Lake almost by accident, as
they sought out a route north from Lillooet to the
goldfields. Would-be prospectors, and pack trains carrying
supplies, were the first to make the difficult journey, but it
soon became apparent that very few people “struck it rich”
in the goldfields. The newcomers all needed to eat,
however, and many people realized that there was good
money to be made in cattle ranching. The world-famous
Gang Ranch—once the largest ranch in Canada, if not the
world—was established in the area in 1863, and was soon
followed by the Empire Valley Ranch to the south, in the
area around Churn Creek.

Park at the entrance to dirt road.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com
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By the early 1900s several families had settled in the
vicinity of Churn Creek, establishing small ranches and
homesteads, and turning cattle and sheep loose on the
grassland. Several of the families had young children, but
there weren’t enough students to meet the minimum
requirement for a provincially-funded school and teacher.
That changed when the Zimmerlee family, emigrating north
from California, arrived in the area in 1908. They were en
route to the goldfields, but were persuaded to stay in the
valley, settling initially in a small cabin near Brown’s Lake.
With the addition of the Zimmerlee children, there were
enough students for the establishment of a school, which
was constructed in 1910.
The Zimmerlees, however, did not stay long in the cabin on
Brown’s Lake, instead moving southeast to a site in the
shadow of the Marble Range, where they established a
cattle ranch. Although members of the family still live in
the area, the ranch was eventually sold, and in 1992 became
the Echo Valley Ranch and Spa. Today the ranch boasts a
mix of traditional western and Thai architecture and

decoration, but the site’s homesteading roots are still visible, as several of the original Zimmerlee
buildings—including a log cabin, a root cellar, and two animal shelters—remain on the property.
The valley has, over the years, played host to film crews: the movies The 13th Warrior (1999) and The
Thaw (2009) were both shot, in part, to the north of Echo Valley Ranch. More recently, the ranch
property itself played a starring role in the CBC TV series Arctic Air, which concerns a group of pilots
working for a small airline in the remote regions of the Canadian north. The final episode of the first
series, which aired in spring 2012, concerned a plane going down in rough, snow-covered terrain, and
the efforts of various Arctic Air pilots to find the crash site and rescue the survivors. The show’s
producers needed a suitably remote-looking and rugged location surrounded by forests and mountains
and covered in snow, but which also had an airstrip nearby, plus accommodations for the cast and crew.
Echo Valley Ranch, with its own landing strip, fit the bill perfectly. However, when the time came to
shoot there was just one problem: for the first time since anyone could remember, there was hardly any
snow in the valley on the days scheduled for filming. Undaunted, the crew trucked in snow from other
locations, and filming proceeded as planned.
Those who know Echo Valley Ranch and the area around it speak of its magic; the same magic which
lured so many people to stop there on the way north, and build their lives along the Fraser. People also
speak of the magic of film, transporting us to places we might never otherwise see. At Echo Valley
Ranch, both types of magic come together.
Written and Researched by Barbara Roden
BIBLIOGRAPHY & Sources
(Winter 2011). Friends of Churn Creek Protected Area Society Newsletter. Retrieved September 2012 from http://
www.friendsofchurn.ca/Friends-of-Churn-Newsletter-2a.pdf
"Arctic Air and Echo Valley Celebrate the Renewal of the TV Series". Retrieved September 2012 from http://
blog.evranch.com/arctic-air-and-echo-valley-celebrate-the-renewal-of-the-tv-series/
"Canoe Creek Band History". Retrieved September 2012 from canoecreekband.ca/history.html
"Echo Valley Ranch and Spa: History". Retrieved September 2012 from http://www.evranch.com/cms.asp?
wpID=428
Letterboxing Clues:
Look for the giant stump on the left across from two big pieces of log on right. Look in giant stump.
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Rails & Trails

Frederick & Dewdrop Trail

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Savona, B.C.

Photo: Doug Smith

Geocache Location:
N 50°44.972'
W 120° 37.319'
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2.5
Overall Terrain: 3.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Hwy 1, take Sabiston Rd and follow
until you reach Copper Creek Road.
Follow until you reach Tranquille Criss
Creek Road and turn right and follow
until you reach Dewdrop-Frederick Road
(74.3 km approximately) and turn onto;
take the left fork at the next junction and
proceed to the parking area. From the
parking area, follow a route through the
low pass to the south; at the top of the pass,
turn right up the open slopes to the top of
the bluff over 0.5 km and an 80m climb.

Parking Advice:
N 50°45.168' W 120°37.319'

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com
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Northwest of Kamloops, on the north side of Kamloops
Lake, lies the Lac du Bois Grasslands Protected Area. The
15,000 hectare park encompasses sweeping grasslands and
lush forests, cliffs and canyons, hoodoos and hidden
mountain lakes, a wide variety of animals and birds, and
vegetation ranging from wildflowers on the lower slopes to
groves of aspens and Douglas firs.
There are hundreds of kilometers of trails throughout the
park, but the Dew Drop trail, with its sweeping vista over
Kamloops Lake and the Thompson Plateau, is one of the
best and most accessible ways to visit the area.
The trail starts off in grassland, where horses of the
Hudson’s Bay Company roamed free in the 1860s. As the
trail winds upward, hikers will encounter gullies, streams,
forest, plateaus, and lava outcrops. Viewpoints over the
lake can be accessed from the main trail, with the highest
viewing point a 5.5km hike from the jumping off point on
Frederick (Dewdrop Range) Road.
Almost directly across from this viewpoint, on the south
side of Kamloops Lake, is the great bluff which Sir
Sandford Fleming felt might be a formidable obstacle to the
Canadian Pacific Railway on its proposed route along the
Thompson. During his 1872 surveying expedition
Fleming’s party left Kamloops by boat, with the intention
of traveling to Savona’s Ferry (as it was then called) and
getting a close look at the great bluff as they passed. They
also had the opportunity to observe the landscape on both
sides of the east end of Kamloops Lake:
“The hills are diversified here in form and colouring, as
they are in age; some heavy bluffs of trap and basalt jutting
out into the lake, intermingled with carboniferous rocks;
and beyond them elevated plateaux, composed of a silt
of mingled sand and clay, retreat in more or less distinctly

defined terraces on which the subsiding waters had successively rested. . . . On these broken, narrow,
winding plateaux, and the hillsides that bound them, is abundant grazing for ten times the number of
cattle or sheep now seen on them.”
Herds of cattle may still be encountered in the grasslands surrounding the Dewdrop Trail. Another
animal that can be seen is the California bighorn sheep, which was successfully introduced to the area; so
successfully that animals from Lac du Bois have been used to re-populate areas in the United States where
the bighorn had disappeared. The area around the Dewdrop Trail is recognized as one of the best places in the
province to view the animals, with the south-facing hillsides, steep rocky terrain, and natural
vegetation providing a perfect habitat. From September/October until May/June the animals stay in the lower
elevations, retreating to higher alpine meadows during the summer months. Other wildlife that can be seen
along the Dewdrop includes white tail deer, mule deer, and moose.
The country around Dewdrop was never well populated, either by the Secwepemc (Shuswap) First Nations
people or by early settlers. However, historical hunting and root gathering was conducted there by the
Secwepemc, and the area also contains pictographs and archaeological sites indicative of First Nations
presence. The remains of historic homesteading sites can also be found in the area.
Please note that grasslands areas are very sensitive to disturbance. There are also some 950 hectares of
privately owned land in, and adjoining, the Lac du Bois Grasslands park, which ensure the preservation of
some of the most intact native grassland in the province, and numerous at-risk species. This property cannot
be accessed without permission.
Detailed Access Instructions:
From North Kamloops, follow Tranquille Road west past the airport.
Just past Tranquille, bear to the right onto Tranquille-Criss Creek Road and cross the railroad tracks.
Continue along this road for approximately 9.9km until the first switchback, then take the Fredrick (Dew
Drop Range) Road to the left. There is a parking area on the right, approximately 700 metres from the
junction.
For a pleasant drive, continue along Frederick Road as it winds through grasslands and scattered trees closer
to the lake, eventually ending at the small community of Frederick on Kamloops Lake.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Grant, The Rev. George M. (1873). Ocean to Ocean: Sandford Fleming’s Expedition Through Canada in 1872. Toronto:
Radisson Society of Canada Limited.
Retrieved June 2012 from British Columbia: BC Parks (online): http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/
lacdubois_grass/Bighorn Sheep in British Columbia
Retrieved June 2012 from http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents/bighorn.pdf
Retrieved June 2012 from http://www.kamloopstrails.net/file.php/1/Dew_Drop_Trail.pdf
Letterboxing Clues: At the top of the bluff, look for a niche in the rock outcrop.
Credit

Code: GC3P8N7

Geological & Views

George Dawson

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Logan Lake, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°22.172'
W 120°47.861'
Altitude:
964m
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Logan Lake go to the junction
of Hwy 97C and Tunkwa Lake rd,
turn left onto the Mamit Lake Road
(Highway 97C) and follow for approx
14 km to Mamit Lake going towards
Merritt. Cache is at the edge of a steep
bank that can be hard to see due to the
tall grass. Go carefully.
Parking Advice:
Park at the pullout at the south side of
Mamit Lake.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com
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Geologist, paleontologist, amateur anthropologist,
naturalist, and occasional poet, George Mercer Dawson
helped map and pioneer western Canada and the Yukon in
the 1870s and '80s. Working for the Government of
Canada, he was charged with the task of mapping out major
mountains, mountain passes, and significant rivers of the
area. This would have been an enormous feat for any hardy
scientist and explorer, but for Dawson, the task would
have been even more difficult. At 11 years of age he
suffered from Pott's Disease, or spinal tuberculosis, and
endured his journeys through adulthood with stunted
growth and a severely hunched back as a result.
Estimated to stand between 4'8" and 4'10", Dawson may
have been small in stature but the legacy he left behind
was, and is, enormous. He never complained, and was often
described as a cheerful and likeable man with an insatiable
passion for exploration and discovery.
Dr. George, as he was affectionately known to many, was
born August 1, 1845 to Sir John William Dawson, Principal
of McGill University, and his wife, Lady Margaret
Dawson, in Pictou, Nova Scotia. Although he was
homeschooled with tutors while he recovered from his
illness, Dawson later attended McGill University part-time
before moving to London in 1869. There, he studied
geology and paleontology at the Royal School of Mines,
graduating after three years with the highest marks in his
class.
After a stint as a chemistry professor, Dawson started
surveying for the Canadian Government by contributing to
the International Boundary Survey from 1872 to 1876. In
1875 he joined the staff of the Geological Survey of
Canada.

Photo: Nicola Valley Museum and Archives

Written and
Researched by
Vesta Giles

From 1875 to 1878, Dawson led mapping and geological expeditions throughout British Columbia
which included journeys to Stump Lake, Merritt, Highland Valley, Hat Creek, Savona, Ashcroft, and
Cache Creek.
As he travelled he wrote extensive journals detailing his observations. Aside from geological and
mapping notations, Dawson's journals demonstrate his appreciation for nature and his wry sense of
humour. In 1877, while in the Spences Bridge area, Dawson's notations included the following entry:
Oct. 14. Off pretty easy, track-surveyed down to the mouth of the Nicola, and then commenced pace line up the
Nicola Road. Got a photo of remarkable bluff of Tuff & dykes, & then told Casinto to go on & camp about 4 Pm.
Got into Camp just as getting too dark to see to work longer. Douglas, unfortunate as usual, pitched the tent in his
hurry on a bed of cactus, & gave us twenty minutes work clearing the hateful prickly pears out with the shovel,
while they stuck to everything like burs.
Another magnificent day, & a really splendid view of the towering mountain below Spences Bridge & across the
Thompson. The great rifts about its summit full full of dark shadow, a transparent blue haze Surrounding it, & the
bridge & houses looking like very pigmies below.

In 1895 George Dawson became Director of the Geological Survey of Canada. His distinguished career
led to many honours, including honourary doctorates from both Queen's University in 1890 and McGill
in 1891.
A notorious chain smoker, Dawson unexpectedly died in Ottawa in March, 1901, after a one-day bout
with acute bronchitis. He was interred in the Dawson family plot in Montreal's Mount Royal Cemetery.
On April 12, 1901, Frank D. Adams of McGill University published a touching obituary to Dawson in
the journal Science. In it he began, "By the death of Dr. G. M. Dawson, the Dominion of Canada loses
one of her ablest and most distinguished men of science and one whose loss will be felt for many years
to come". Both Dawson City and Dawson Creek were named in recognition of the contributions of Dr.
George.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Adams, Frank D. (April 12, 1901). "George M. Dawson". Science , New Series, Vol. 13, No. 328, pp. 561-563.
Published by: American
Association for the Advancement of Science, Retrieved June 4, 2012 from http://www.jstor.org/stable/1628827
Cole, D. And B. Lockner (ed.) (1989). "George Mercer Dawson". (March 31, 2012). In Wikipedia, The Free
Encyclopedia. Retrieved June 4, 2012, from http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?
title=George_Mercer_Dawson&oldid=484806003
Life of a rock star. Library and Archives Canada. Retrieved June 4, 2012, from http://
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/rock/021018-4300-e.html
"George M. Dawson". Peakfinder, retrieved June 4, 2012 from http://www.peakfinder.com/people.asp?
Personsname=Dawson%2C+George+M.
Letterboxing Clues:
From the corner of the fence walk 10 m East towards the Hwy away from the fence. Located at the base of tree.
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Rails & Trails

Godey Creek Trail

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Merritt, B.C.

Photo: GCCS

Geocache Location:
N 50°05.291'
W 120°44.683'
Altitude:
696m
Ownership:
BC Parks
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Located behind the British Columbia
Visitor Info Centre at the junction of
Hwy 5 and Hwy 97C. From the gate
to the Godey Creek trails take the left
path, follow until you go through a small
gulley. Turn left walk to small stand of
Spruce trees.

Parking Advice:
Park at Info Centre.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com
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Among those drawn by the lure of fortune to the California
Gold Rush were a number of Spanish-speaking miners
from Spain, Mexico, and Chile. Like many others, they
followed the gold north and arrived in British Columbia
working as packers and horsemen carrying supplies for
those who were heading inland to the gold rush.
By 1860, a group of these Spanish-speaking people were
wintering in the Nicola Valley to pasture their animals.
From a legal standpoint, they were considered different
from the local white population. They were counted
separately in the 1876 Directory of B.C., which listed 40
Mexican adult males on the roster. Unlike local first
nations, however, they were granted all rights of
citizenship, including the right to vote and were not
required to pay a poll tax like those who had come to
Canada from Asia at around the same time.
Many of these men left a lasting impression on the new
community that would become Merritt. Some of them
included Jesus Garcia, Raphael Carranzo, Pancho
Guttierrez, Pedro Ateago, Joseph Castillou, Blais Leon,
Jesus Silva, and Antonio Godey.
All operating as packers, the group built several cabins near
where the present Fox Farm subdivision sits on Hamilton
Hill, above what is now the Tourist Information Centre at
the junction of the Coquihalla and Highway 97C just
outside Merritt. The abundance of bunch grass made this an
ideal spot to winter their animals and the packers often built
their huts partially underground and partially above ground
to protect them from the elements.
Garcia later became a wealthy and prominent citizen in
Merritt and Garcia St. is named after him. Castillou's son,

Henry, became a well-known lawyer and judge in B.C. Little is known about Antonio Godey, who the
creek and trails were named after. It is known that he pre-empted Lot 711 near Garcia Lake in 1889 and
that he passed away in 1904. His son, Jamie, was born at 86 Mile House, between Spences
Bridge and Ashcroft, in 1889. He passed away in 1955.
Early on Godey Creek was known as 74 Mile Creek, which is possibly due to its distance from Hope on
the Coquihalla Trail. The creek was also known as Jo-as-kas Creek, likely referring to the Joeyaska
Indian Reserve, which sits east of the Coldwater River. The creek itself flows northwest into the
Coldwater River from Garcia Lake.
Now Godey Creek is home to hiking and mountain biking trails that are frequented by locals and visitors
alike. Birdwatchers visit to observe the abundant varieties of swallows, chickadees, wrens, sparrows,
warblers, tanagers, and other species they can see in the Hamilton Hill area and at nearby lakes. It is also
a popular picnic stop, offering travelers the opportunity to rest and enjoy the expansive views of the City
of Merritt and the Nicola Valley.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Nicola Valley Historical Quarterly, Vol. 6 – No. 4, May, 1984, "The Garcia Story"
Nicola Valley Historical Quarterly, Vol. 2, No. 3, July, 1979, "The Hazards of Early Logging"
Nicola Valley Museum Archives Association (no date). Notes.
Letterboxing Clues:
From the gate to the Godey Creek trails take the left path, follow until you go through a small gulley.
Turn left walk to small stand of trees. Cache is under lowest branch.
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Pioneers & Early Settlers

Glossy Mountain

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Logan Lake, B.C.

Photo: Kurt Evans

Geocache Location:
N 50°38.353'
W 121°13.087'
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2.5
Overall Terrain: 4
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From the Old Fire Hall in Ashcroft
follow Highway 97C towards Logan
Lake for 13 km. Take the left dirt access
road. Follow trail to gate and close
behind you. From gate follow 4x4 trail
to the right for 1.9 km. 4x4 only and
must have good clearance. Be prepared
for back country. Road can be walked
2 km hike.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The Highland Valley is not really a valley but rather the
crater of a long extinct volcano. It is located in the same
chain of mountains as Mt. St. Helens, the recently
reactivated volcano in Washington State.
In 1877 when Dr. George Dawson surveyed the Nicola
region he produced a map which included two features of
the Highland Valley area, listed on this map were Mt.
Glossy and Mt. Forge. Mt. Glossy and Forge Mountain are
the remains of the northern side of a volcanic cone and
Gnawed Mountain forms the south side. Within the crater
were lakes. At least two and possibly four glacial periods
descended upon the whole Nicola area. The final glacial
period receded about 10 thousand years ago. As the ice
receded a lake in the Highland Valley formed and a natural
dam was created. Gradually the land in the Highland Valley
became alive with the growth of flora and fauna.
The lakes supported abundant fish life.
Highland Valley is aptly named because at 3900 feet, it is
high and with the peaks of Glossy and Forge on the north
and Gnawed to the south every appearance is given of a
valley. The site from these three peaks gave the
forestry department a view of the whole basin. The
appearance of a forest fire could be quickly located and
dealt with. In the early days access would be by horse and
several trails wound their way up through the valley and to
the top of each mountain.
Hawks, eagles, crows, coyotes, rabbits, blue grouse,
franklin grouse, and even mountain goats could be seen in
the valley in the early 1900’s. By the 1930’s J.N.J. Brown
an Ashcroft miner and poet wrote of his concerns to the
Ashcroft Journal about the decline of some of the species
of wildlife in the Valley. Mountain goats and rabbits saw a

rapid decline in population and even the deer life were not so abundant. However bear numbers were on
the rise and grizzlies could be found around Mt. Glossy. Opportunities for guiding, hunting and fishing
parties were not lost on the local inhabitants.
To the south of Glossy mountain runs Woods Creek and it was here in 1948 that the Owens built a
cabin. This cabin served the family as a base camp for their guiding expeditions. Glossy Mountain area
was alive with vegetation, and the Mule Deer were prolific. America hunters would flock to the area and
the Owens family would act as guides. The cabin was used for this purpose
until 1968.
Although today the trees of Glossy Mountain have been devastated by the Pine Beetle the flowers and
berries still thrive. Tiger lilies, wild roses, lady slippers, and indian paint brush are just a few of the
many wild flowers that can be spotted through the forest. Berries such as gooseberries, raspberries, and
strawberries are plentiful. Shaggy mane mushrooms grow here as well. The fresh water creeks are alive
with frogs and the occasional salamander. Grouse, deer, moose, chipmunks, bears, wolves, cougars,
coyotes, lynx, bobcat, mink, and porcupine continue to inhabit Glossy Mountain.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Brown, James N.J. (1934) "A Story of Highland Valley;" Ashcroft Journal, Ashcroft Museum Archives
Lean,P.(1980, July) "Highland Valley Copper." Nicola Valley
Historical Quarterly Vol.3-No. 2 and 3, Merritt B.C.
Owens, Ken; Down, Marcie, (2012) Oral history
Letterboxing Clues:
In open meadow, under small shrub. Turn right off 4x4
trail onto faint 4x4 trail.

Code: GC3P3TH
Written and
Researched by
Doug Smith

Site Identification

Agriculture

Haywood Farmer
Indian Gardens Ranch

Nearest Community:
Savona, B.C.

Photo: TNFC

Geocache Location:
N 50°43.434'
W 120°47.186'
Altitude:
671m
Date Established:
1885c
Ownership:
Private Property
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Savona follow the Tunkwa Lake
Road South for approximately 6.6 km.
Parking Advice:
A small pull out just metres from the
cache.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com
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The Indian Gardens Ranch was one of the properties built
up by Johnny Wilson, the “Cattle King” who also had
properties near Walhachin, Six Mile Point, Westwold,
Cache Creek, and Copper Creek. He married a Lillooet
Indian girl who subsequently died and by about 1885 he
married a girl from the Indian Gardens Ranch and had 3
children.
Wilson became a rich and influential man in his life and
was well respected. He died in 1904 in a buggy accident
and the Indian property was divided among his family. All
the Savona properties were taken over by his wife
Nancy and their children. According to Peggy Haywood
Farmer, an Argentinean family named Hemstock bought
the Indian Gardens Ranch from the Wilson’s daughter and
George Haywood Farmer bought the land from the
Hemstocks.
George Haywood Farmer was born in 1915 in New
Westminster and moved with his family to the Interior of
B.C. In 1932, they moved to the present location of the
Indian Gardens Ranch, south of Savona. By 1935, he was a
full time rancher and cowboy. Conditions were often hard
in the early days. George and a partner at one time moved
50 head of cattle from Taylor Lake to Savona in -45 degree
F temperatures. George married Peggy Higginson in 1942
and they raised six children together over the next 60 years.
George was a leader in the ranching community, serving on
the BC Cattlemen’s Association, 4H, and the Savona
Community Association until his death in 2003 and has
since been inducted into the BC Cowboy Hall of Fame.
Peggy has been involved with the community in Savona,
the Girl Guides (she has her 55 year pin and a lifetime
membership), Sunday School, and the Savona Elementary
School PTA.

Peggy recalled some of their years at Indian Gardens.
“We were snowed in every year by November. We had to get all of our supplies in by the fall. When I had my first
baby, I had to travel by sledge down to Savona and take the train to Kamloops a month early just to make sure.
George did manage to get the car through the snow the day was she was born and was there with me.
In the summer, we moved the whole family up to the summer range near Guichon Creek (3 miles west of Tunkwa
Lake). We took the children, chickens, cows, ducks, horses, and cattle and whatever we needed to the high country.
The travelling was hard, but our life was good. Later on, this did make it
easier to backpack with the kids on camping trips. We have been good caretakers of the land. We have preserved
water.
We reintroduced beavers back to the Tunkwa-Leighton Lakes area after trappers cleared them out. We planted
clover in the high country for forage. We established water holes wherever we could. We have tried to get along
with all the groups who have an interest in the area. We have set up and
allowed access to Balancing Rock and Six Mile Lake and have worked with Ducks Unlimited. Our family continues
to work the land and we have been good neighbors.”

Not many people know that the Trans Canada Highway used to climb the hill above Savona, go right
through the farm and through the hills past Six Mile (Pat) Lake and down the hill on the other side to the
highway where Tobiano now sits. The drive is a bit rough, but sections of paved highway still go
through the hills, but dams on Six Mile Lake and the Slough have flooded the roadbed, requiring two
rough detours. Sport fishermen still use Six Mile Lake from the Tobiano side. When you leave Six Mile
Lake heading back to the Trans Canada Highway a sign states “Leaving Indian Gardens Ranch Property.
We hope you enjoyed your visit to Six Mile Lake.”
When you drive the Haywood Farmer Road east or west from the Tunkwa Lake Road, tip your cowboy
hat to this pioneer ranching family and wish them some summer showers for their grazing ranges.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Peggy Haywood Farmer, telephone interview transcript, May 16th, 2012
BC Cowboy Hall of Fame website - http://www.bcchs.com/archives
Balf, Mary. Savona’s Ferry Kamloops Museum, 1980

Coordinates
Haywood Farmer Road heading west:
N 50°44.551' W 120°48.343'
Haywood Farmer Road to Six Mile Lake (TCH):
N 50°45.042' W 120°47.504'
Letterboxing Clues:
From the parking spot, look up the gully to a log.

Code: GC3PBEG

Pioneers & Early Settlers

Henry Castillou

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Merritt, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 49°54.931'
W 120° 54.745'
Altitude:
903 m
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Follow the Coldwater Road from
Merritt until you reach the Kane
Valley Road to the left.
Parking Advice:
Park at the yellow sign right after
the Kane Valley Road turn off from
Coldwater Road.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com
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Judge Henry Castillou, or 'The cowboy judge' as many
knew him, was a pack train operator, a captain in the
Royal Flying Corps, a lawyer, a Judge of the Supreme
Court for the County of the Cariboo, and a one-time
president of the B.C. Fish and Game Association. An
amateur anthropologist, he was also known as an expert
on BC native tribes and their origins. He was a big man,
and he left a lasting legacy in the city of Merritt.
Born May 25, 1896 in the Coldwater Valley, ten miles
south of Merritt, to Joseph and Emma Castillou, Henry
Castillou's early upbringing was among the pack train
operators who had come from Spain, Chile, and Mexico to
move supplies for the gold rush. His father came from the
French Pyrenees, the mountains dividing France and Spain.
By the time he was sixteen Henry had his own successful
pack train which carried supplies to those in the gold
fields and other remote areas. Education was important and
Henry attended highschool in New Westminster. World
War 1 interrupted Castillou's further education. He enlisted,
and eventually became a captain, in the Royal Flying
corps. After the war, he attended Temple Law School,
graduating in 1923.
Castillou practiced law in Vancouver for a number of years
where he successfully defended a number of people
charged with murder, including several Indian trials. In
1950 he was appointed County Court Judge for the
Cariboo, and later became Judge of the Supreme Court for
the County of the Cariboo. During his career he was also a
political and legal advisor to the North American Indian
Brotherhood and represented B.C. native groups before the
1948 Indian Claims Commission. A hobby anthropologist
and oral historian, he gathered one of the most extensive
collections of native and pre-historic artifacts of the time.

Photo: Nicola Valley Museum and Archives
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In 1937 Castillou was appointed by Attorney General G.S. Wismer to go to China as a representative of
the government. He was charged with the task of finding evidence in a drug ring case in which five
Chinese immigrants were charged in a conspiracy to distribute opium in a case that extended from
Vancouver to San Francisco and Hong Kong. The case lasted 18 months and all five were found guilty.
While in China, Castillou was presented with a black silk dragon robe that is now displayed at the
Nicola Museum and Archives. The symbol of the dragon was supposed to be outlawed in China at the
time and it has gold thread that were rumoured to have been dipped in real gold.
Never removed from the western lifestyle, Castillou was the announcer at the very first annual rodeo in
Merritt. His booming voice was so loud that he didn't require a microphone. That same weekend he was
awarded the key to the city of Merritt. Castillou retired in 1960, and passed away in 1967 at the
age of 71. He will always be remembered as one of B.C.'s first native rights lawyers, and as a man who
embraced the cowboy lifestyle of his birth.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Nicola Valley Museum Archives Association, (no date). Judge Henry Castillou Exhibit and Collection. (brochure).
Nicola Valley Museum Archives Association, (no date). Misc. notes.
Letterboxing Clues:
Walk uphill 40 m, under large overturned root.
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Rails & Trails

Horseshoe Bend Trail

Site Identification
Photo: Wayne Robinson

Nearest Community:
Lillooet, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°51.608'
W 122°09.318'
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
4 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2.5
Overall Terrain: 3
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From the Mile 0 Cairn go north 2 km
and turn left on Hwy 40 and follow for
28 km approximately to Horseshoe Bend
pull off. Do not drive down old road.
Beware of cliff edge. Watch for falling
rock. Caution if with children and pets.
Do not walk on upper rim of Horseshoe
Bend.

Parking Advice:
Between trees off the road at a natural
view point.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The Horseshoe Bend is located on Highway 40, along
the Bridge River just south of the confluence of the Bridge
and Yalakom Rivers. This is an interesting feature marked
by a dramatic bend within the river. The canyon walls
are laced with hoodoos and made up of deep sand and
gravel deposits left behind by retreating glaciers. At
first glance the Horseshoe Bend looks to be a marvel of
geological forces, but it is a human made feature. This
feature is sometimes called Horseshoe Wash; this helps
describe the way in which the feature was created, through
hydraulic mining for gold. It is amazing that this is a mine.
Operations began here in the 1908 and continued off and
on until relatively recent times. Between 1908 and 1914
over a million dollars’ worth of gold was extracted from
this area (using the historic gold value of $32 per ounce).
Hydraulic mining involves using high pressure jets of water
that washes away sediment and rock. This creates slurry of
rock, sediment and water which runs into sluice boxes to
extract the gold. Hydraulic mining has been around
a long time; there are examples of its practice in ancient
Rome. Hydraulic mining is devastating to the riparian
environment. The heavy silt load that is washed into the
river clogs fish gills and can ruin water quality. It can also
lead to the widening of waterways which can slow the flow
of the water (and decrease the depth) significantly when the
season is dry. Hydraulic mining will never again be
permitted in this area due to destruction of adjacent
property and the degradation of fish habitat.
The Bridge River (Xwisten in the St'át'imc language) which
flows through Horseshoe bend empties into the Fraser
River. It is at this confluence that the Bridge River Fishing
rocks are located. This is the most important inland fishing
site on the entire Fraser River. Salmon are still caught by
the traditional means of using a dip-net; the fish are eaten

fresh or air dried for later consumption. Coho, Chinook (locally called ‘Springs’), Steelhead and
Sockeye Salmon travel up the Bridge river to spawn yearly. Above the confluence on the Bridge and
Yalakom rivers is the Bridge River Canyon. This is a spectacular, but little know canyon that divides the
Shulaps Range and Mission Ridge. Further along is the Terzaghi Dam named for the civil engineer, Karl
von Terzaghi, who founded the science of soil mechanic. The dam retains Carpenter Lake
Reservoir, a large body of water that extends 50 km along the upper Bridge River Valley to the
community of Gold Bridge.
The land at the river bottom of Horseshoe bend can offer excellent pockets of riparian habitat. Animals
of note include bald eagles and beavers. The bench lands immediately surrounding Horseshoe
Bend can be very hot and dry in the summer months. Ponderosa Pine (Pinus ponderosa), Douglas fir
(Pseudotsuga menziesii) are the dominant trees. Drought tolerant shrubs are also very common,
including: Saskatoon Berry (Amelanchier alnifolia), Common Rabbit- Brush (Chrysothamnus nauseosus),
and Big Sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata). Rabbit-Brush is heavily browsed by mule deer that can often be
seen along highway 40 when heading to Horseshoe Bend. Rabbit-Brush displays yellow flowers in the
late summer. This shrub was used by the St’at’imc people as an infusion to relieve
sore throats.
Detailed Access Information:
The rim of Horseshoe bend is dangerous and one should take care not to get too close. Park at the south
end of the canyon and descend along an old road to the river, any other location to ascend is too
hazardous.
Beware of deer when you are driving to this spot, deer are often along Hwy 40.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
“BC Ministry of Environment: Ecology, Part 2 – Ecoregion Unit Descriptions” (Web) 2012. http://
www.env.gov.bc.ca/ecology/ecoregions/dryeco.html
“Wikipedia: Carpenter Lake” (Web) 2012. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Carpenter_Lake
“Moha, Yalakom, Camoo and Applesprings”, (Web), 2012. http://www.cayoosh.net/moha.html
“The Bridge River Canyon”, (Web), 2012. http://www.cayoosh.net/canyon.html
“Wikipedia: Hydraulic Mining” (Web) 2012. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydraulic_mining
“Wikipedia: Terzaghi Dam” (Web) 2012. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terzaghi_Dam
“Wikipedia: Bridge River” (Web) 2012. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridge_River
Letterboxing Clues:
Descend via old road to the West of the viewpoint. Follow the road
down to the bottom. Follow the path across the waterway to the 2 large
mounds of gravel. Cache hidden in rocks above rim of normally empty
built up pond on the left.

Code: GC3PBD4

Pioneers & Early Settlers

James Teit

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Merritt, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°08.978'
W 121°01.142'
Altitude:
536m
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Merritt City Centre follow Hwy 8
West towards Spences Bridge for 18.8 km
approx. until you arrive at Petit Creek
Rd area. Look for an unmarked small
dirt road on the right hand side and pull
off to the side of the dirt road. Do not
block road.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

James Alexander Teit was a highly regarded
anthropologist who gained his knowledge through living
among, and working with the people he was studying.
Teit played a crucial role in our modern understanding
of native cultures and their traditions and languages.
A gifted linguist, Teit was fluent in English, French,
Danish, and a host of native languages and dialects from
across British Columbia. He was also a socialist and a
powerful crusader for native rights.
Born on Scotland's Shetland Island in 1864, Teit came
to Canada to work with his uncle at his store in Spences
Bridge. He changed the spelling of his name from the
original Tait to better reflect the original spelling used by
his Danish ancestors. Within a few years he had met and
married Lucy Antko, a local Nlaka'pamux woman from a
nearby village. Living with Lucy immersed Teit in the
Nlaka'pamux language, culture and traditions.
In 1894, Teit met legendary anthropologist Franz Boas who
was visiting British Columbia on an ethnographic field trip.
As a result, Teit and Boas worked together for the rest of
Teit's life, and Teit was invited to participate in the Jesup
North Pacific Expedition between 1897 and 1902.
A program of the American Museum of Natural History,
the expedition's goal was to create an ethnological and
archaeological overview of connections between
indigenous people of the Pacific Rim and northeastern
Asia. Some believe it was Teit's ethnographic efforts that
made the project such a success. He documented not only
the worlds of men, as many anthropologists did, but also
the plight of women in great detail. Native elders expressed
their thanks for his efforts to record the culture and
traditions of their people. On March 2, 1899, in the middle
of the project, however, Teit's wife Lucy died of
tuberculosis.

Photo: Nicola Valley Museum and Archives
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Later, Teit married Leonie Morens. Morens, whose family ran Morens farm near Spences Bridge, was
17 years younger than Teit. The couple moved in with Leonie's widowed mother on the farm. Through
the years they had 6 children together. Teit continued working for Boas in the early 1900's, gathering
artifacts, myths, and ethnographic data from the native people of the area. Trusted and respected by
aboriginal people and leaders from across the province, Teit's fluency in the native languages and his
understanding and passion for the people led to his being asked to join the board of the Allied Indian
Tribes of British Columbia which was formed in June, 1916. He wrote letters, positioning statements,
and reports, and lobbied heavily for aboriginal rights.
At the height of his lobbying efforts, Teit died of bowel cancer in Merritt on October 30, 1922, at the age
of 58. His passing was a great loss to both the aboriginal people and the anthropology community. He
was remembered as a prolific author, and a man who was passionate for people and human rights.
The Merritt museum has one of the most extensive collections of Teit items in existence.
One of Teit’s sons was on the board when the museum opened.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Campbell, P. (1994). "Not as a white man, not as a sojourner: James A. Teit and the fight for native
rights in British Columbia, 1884 – 1922", Left History. Web. 5 Jun. 2012.
Wikipedia contributors. "James Teit." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free
Encyclopedia, 23 Sep. 2011. Web. 5 Jun. 2012
Wickwire, W. (2000). "Teit, James Alexander." Dictionary of Canadian Biography online. Web. 5 Jun.
2012.
Wickwire, W. (1993). "Women in Ethnography: The Research of James A. Teit." Ethnohistory,
40(4), 539.

See site page "Morens’ Farm & Family Gravesite", Gold Country GeoTourism Adventures Field Guide
Volume 1, 103.

Letterboxing Clues:
Climb hill, cache is under sage plant roughly 20m from corner, parallel to Hwy 8.
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Code: GC3PBDR

Pioneers & Early Settlers

Jesus Garcia

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Merritt, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°06.442'
W 120°47.182'
Ownership:
City of Merritt
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5

Photo: Nicola Valley Museum and Archives

Written and
Researched by
Vesta Giles

Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From the Nicola Hwy/97C turn right
onto Blair, and right onto Coldwater
Avenue and then turn right onto Tutill
Court.
Parking Advice:
Park in parking lot of the Nicola
Valley Museum.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Born in Sonora, Mexico, in 1832, Jesus Garcia left his home at
the age of 13 to pursue his fortune in California, which at the
time was still part of the Republic of Mexico. He looked up a
friend from home, Blais Leon, and hired him to help in his
Packing work. Hardworking and with a mind for business,
Garcia expertly worked pack trains with up to 20 heavily-laden
mules as they carried silver ore to smelters. As rumours swirled
of a gold rush in Canada, Garcia and Leon, as well as a number
of other Spanishspeaking men from Mexico and Europe made
their way north. Garcia and the other packers, including the
egendary Cataline, helped form the transportation system that
made the gold rush possible.
Arriving in Yale, Garcia met Raphael Carranzo, a 50-year-old
muleskinner who immediately hired the younger Garcia and sent
him off on his first packing trip in the Cariboo a few days later.
Within two years, the hardworking Garcia had saved enough
money to buy half of Carranzo's mule train to go into business for
himself.
Each fall, the packers needed to find a location to live and graze
their animals during the winter. Garcia and the other Mexican
packers determined that the Nicola Valley met their needs
perfectly and their presence in the area played a critical part in
the booming history of the area. Unlike local Indians, the
Spanish-speaking packers were afforded all the rights of
citizenship although they were counted as separate from the white
majority, Indians, or Orientals for census purposes.
A devout Catholic, Garcia married a local Indian woman,
Kroventko, daughter of Humsinna, a chief at Spuzzum. After
marrying Garcia she became known by her English name – Mary.
Garcia sold his packing outfit in Yale in 1871, deciding to focus
on ranching instead. He moved his family to the Forks, which is
now known as Merritt.
He pre-empted Lot 123, a very large parcel of land, which
includes the area now containing Granite, Quilchena, and Coutlie

Avenues, and Garcia, Charters and Blair Streets in its very centre. The discovery of coal and the
possibility of a rail line coming into the area led Garcia, and other local businessmen John Charters and
William Henry Voght, to band together and have the future town site surveyed out of portions of their
lots.

Aside from packing and ranching, Garcia was involved in a number of coal deals over a 20-year period
leading to the disposal of his rights to the Diamond Vale Coal Company in 1905.
Jesus and Mary had 14 children, although only 5 were alive at the time of his death in 1916. It is not
clear how many survived infancy. Throughout their lives both Jesus and Mary had given land, money,
and other donations to the Catholic Church. Still, when he died, Garcia left an estate worth over
$100,000, including several thousand acres of land from as far away as Aspen Grove and Mamit Lake.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Nicola Valley Archives Association, (1984). Nicola Valley Historical Quarterly: "the Garcia story." Vol 6 - No. 4,
May, 1984.
Letterboxing Clues:
From the front door of the museum walk to the left to the side of the building. Look
along the fence line. Blends with landscape.
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Pioneers & Early Settlers

Joseph Burr
Glossie City

Site Identification
Photo: Baillie Stewart

Nearest Community:
Logan Lake B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°34.869'
W 121°04.848'
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
3 meter
Overall Difficulty: 3.5
Overall Terrain: 3.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Follow Highway 97C. Turn onto Cinder
Hill Road which is between Ashcroft and
Logan Lake (26 km approx. from Info
Centre in Logan Lake to Cinder Hill
turn off). From turn off to cache site is
approx 4 km. Follow Cinder Hill Road
for 2 km and take 2nd left. Follow road
for 2 km and stay right. Park at the top
of the hill at wide pull off. Walk back
down hill approx 105m from parking.
4x4 recommended. Be prepared for
hiking around marsh type surroundings.

Parking Advice:
N 50°34.892' W 121°04.792'

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

How is this Gold Country mountain distantly connected
with a famed actor who portrayed a lawyer and an iron
sided police chief?
High above and northwest of the District of Logan Lake,
there is a mountain with a golden view of local mining
history. A flat summit in the northwesternmost region of
the Thompson Plateau, Glossy at its highest point is 1,936
metres above sea level. The mountain proper and its
surroundings are of the late Triassic and early Jurassic
period. This Triassic Nicola volcanic rock is of the
Guichon batholith, with Miocene basalt.
The batholith is a great irregular mass of coarse-grained
igneous rock more than one hundred kilometers square. It is
one of the most studied intrusions of country rock in the
Canadian Cordillera. Rich in copper and molybdenum, it is
the principal copper reserve for British Columbia.
This Guichon batholith is composed mainly of granodiorite,
quartz diorite and diorite. Granodiorite of uniform
composition is the chief rock type. The mafic minerals
within the rock are biotite, hornblende and minor chlorite.
Trace minerals of molybdenite and chalcopyrite can be
found disseminated in the biotite granodiorite.
Much of the area is covered by till, an unconsolidated
sediment containing all sizes of rock fragments from clay to
boulders. This sediment with the great boulders was
deposited by alpine glacial action. These massive
dullgreen-black rocks are basaltic andesite.
The history of the Guichon batholith and the Glossy
occurrence, in terms of mining, goes back to the turn of the
twentieth century.

Two families of Burrs, brothers from Ireland arrived at the BC coast at the time of the Gold Rush in
1859. One family settled in New Westminster and one in Yale. Joseph W. Burr’s family settled at Yale
where young Joe took up saddlery as a trade. He moved to Spences Bridge in 1880 and opened up a
saddle, and harness shop. A few years later he succeeded Mike Curnow as Provincial police in charge of
the Yale district; one of Joe’s first jobs was to transfer the McLean brothers to New Westminster for
trial.
In 1904, it was Joseph W. Burr, now of Ashcroft, Government Agent, Assessor and Chief Constable
who first staked claims in the Glossy area. The property saw little successful activity until 1915, when a
30 metre shaft produced twenty tons of ore. The ore was shipped to a Tacoma smelter where it was
assayed at nearly 13% copper, with evidence of silver and a hit on gold.
By the end of 1915 a significant mining camp had emerged and “Glossie City” was an active mining
community. However, it would not live long. By 1916 activity was diminishing and by 1920 there was
very little if any, exploration done around the Glossy. No further exploration would be seen until after
the late 1940’s.
Sixty years after policeman Joe roamed the surrounding country with his deputies, another Burr
descendant was solving crimes on the big screen. In the 1950’s Raymond Burr of the New Westminster
Burrs became known as super sleuth Perry Mason, and later in the 1960’s until1975 took on the
character of Ironsides’ a wheelchair bound lawyer.
As you explore the Glossy area you are travelling back to a geological time when the mountains and
valleys of the Canadian Cordellera were formed and created the Guichon batholith and the prolific
copper reserve that extends south throughout the Highland Valley.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Alrae Engineering Ltd., Department of Mining and Petroleum Assessment Report,Vancouver, 1969 & 1986
Ministry of Energy, Mines, and Petroleum Resources, Minfile No. 092INW011, www.empr.gov.bc.ca, Province of
British Columbia
Oliver Geoscience International Ltd, Report on Geology of the North Valley and Glossie Mineral
Occurrences, GeologicalSurvey Assessment Report, Kamloops, 2001
Ireland Genealogy Projects, www.rootsweb.ancestry.com
Press & Siever. Earth, W.H.Freeman & Co., 4th Edition 1986
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Pioneers & Early Settlers

Joss House

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Lytton, B.C.

Photo: GCCS

Geocache Location:
N 50°13.765'
W 121°34.880'
Altitude:
199m/652ft
Ownership:
Private Property
Accuracy:
1 meter
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain: 1
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Use stealth.
Parking Advice:
Park on street at Braeden Lodge on
Main St. Lytton.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Lytton may be a small town but it has a big and generous
history involving many cultures with many stories. It is rich
with tales of the Secwepmec, the Americans, the British,
the Italian, the Belgians, the Japanese and Chinese.
It is in this small town, nestled deep in the Fraser Canyon,
that east meets west, and traditional medicines blend and
mix under the watchful eye of Buddha.
The Chinese have a long tradition of healing going back
five thousand years. Emperor Shen Nong, who was also a
teacher of agriculture, created the basis for traditional
Chinese medicine, as it is known today. So revered
was he for his knowledge and contributions to medicine
and agriculture he is considered a deity to be prayed to for
healing.
So when the Chinese came to Lytton during the Gold Rush
and then some years later to build the railway, they brought
with them much of their Chinese tradition, knowledge and
compassion. For many of the Chinese workers, they not
only laboured on the railway but also practiced traditional
Chinese healing. And their fellow countrymen weren’t the
only benefactors of the ancient Chinese wisdom and
medicine.
Local Belgian hotelier Lorenzo Hautier also shared and
exchanged herbal knowledge with the Chinese healers. The
Secwepmec, who too practiced traditional herbal medicine
and healing, benefited along with other Europeans, the
British and Americans who lived in, or passed through,
Lytton. All shared and imparted their knowledge
However, all the wisdom and traditional healing could not
keep the Chinese from the ravages of the many diseases
that plagued their camps.

For the Chinese, as well as others, there was much suffering and much death due to the horrid outbreaks.
In 1880 it was a year of death.
The Chinese began to believe that their plight was perhaps the result of forsaking their ancestors, so it
was then in 1881 that they decided to erect a house where they could worship. They built a miao, a
temple to the deities, where they could make offerings, burn incense and meditate. The miao soon
became known as a joss house, a corruption of the word deus meaning god in both Latin and Portuguese.
Unfortunately, they did not secure the land title where they built their temple; therefore it was not
technically their land. And next door neighbour, Giuseppe Taverna, knew it only too well. Taverna had
his eye on the land. With an evergrowing family, the property would be ideal for continuing his back
yard farming. He needed a bigger chicken coop and his vegetables, fruit trees and vines were running
out of room to grow.
The temple goers submitted their application for the land in 1901, as did Taverna, and a bitter fight
ensued. Government agents locally, provincially and federally were all involved in the dispute, as were
respected businessmen. Even Thomas Earl was consulted and he was clear that the Chinese had been
occupying the premises since 1881 and the application of 1901 should be respected.
Letters were exchanged between lawyers, government agents, consulates and both applicants. Even Dr.
Sun Yat Sen, the President of China received communications. The dispute would last until 1928 when a
decision was made to sell the property and it was bought for the meagre sum of forty-two dollars by
Giuseppe Taverna. The joss house was destroyed and he built his chicken coop.
The traditions and medicine of the Chinese of old Lytton live on in history and their spirit and herbal
healings are not all lost. Today the mix of herbal medicine and ancient tradition in Lytton is alive at the
Buddhist retreat at Dragon.
Flower Mountain in the Botanie Valley. From a simple joss house on Main Street to the beauty of
Dragon Flower Mountain, east does meet west with compassion, here in the heart of Gold Country.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
www.lionsgatebuddhistpriory.ca "A History of Healing in Lytton", Lionsgate Buddhist Society
Murray, George. "Gods in a Lytton Woodshed," The Sunday Province, date unknown
www.wikipedia.org
Letterboxing Clues:
Located to the right side of fishing shed. 16m approx from sidewalk to the back of the lot.
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Pioneers & Early Settlers

The Journal and Ashcroft Museum

Site Identification

Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Ashcroft, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°43.381'
W 121°16.831'
Date Established:
1895
Ownership:
Private Property
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain: 1
Access Information and
Restrictions:
In between The Journal and Museum.
High visibility area, use stealth. Year
round access.
Parking Advice:
Street parking on 4th Street, or Brink
Street.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

These two buildings which sit side by side are quite
different; one is a large brick box like building, the other a
less imposing stucco building with Spanish like front. The
smaller building is a decade older than the brick, yet
the history of the two buildings share similar stories…
Built in 1898 the small stucco building became home to the
B.C. Mining Journal. It relocated to this site from Railway
Avenue where it had been in production since 1895.
“The MINING JOURNAL force are now pleasantly located in their new
office. The rooms are commodious and well located. If
anyone wishes to pay up their subscription we are easily found”.

A yearly subscription at that time cost $2.00. Early
headlines of the Journal detailed mostly mining news,
although it did carry other items of interest from Lillooet to
Barkerville as well as town events. Owner/editor FS
Reynolds and partner A.H. S. Sroufe who created the
Journal carried on in the new building until 1902. Mr. J.E.
Knight became its next owner, followed by D.W.
Rowland’s in 1908. In 1912 R.D. Cumming sold his
general store and purchased the Journal. The Cumming
family owned and operated the paper until 1978, a span of
66 years, which included four generations. RD was not only
an editor he was a photographer, writer, historian, and a
collector. By the mid 1930’s Cumming had gathered
enough artifacts to set up a display in the loft above the
Journal office. This display would be the cornerstone for
the future museum.
Like the Cumming name is synonymous with the Journal it
is the Richards family that is tantamount with the
Dominion building. When the brand new government
structure was erected on the corner next to the Journal in
1917 it housed the Post Office, Telegraph Office, telephone
office and customs office. It was here that various members

of the Richards family would settle for the next 60 plus years. Thomas John Richards was the first Post
Master in the new building and his service lasted until 1949. T.J’s children Marjory, Gwen, and Leonard
would all see service within these walls. Dick Richards a grandson of T.J’s was assistant Post Master in
1978 when the Post Office moved to its new location.
The stucco building is still the home of the Journal, now owned by Black Press; it was their first
purchase on what would become a chain of newspapers. The upstairs which once housed the museum is
unsafe and the outside stairs have been removed. The original little black vault sits in the corner, too
heavy to be moved. The Dominion building was bricked over in 1938, and renovated in 1957. It was
acquired by the Village in 1980, and in 1982 after extensive renovations it became home to the Ashcroft
Museum. Mr. Cummings early collection of artifacts is a stone throw away from their original home.
The building today is full of artifacts, stories, and photos donated by the Cummings, Richards and other
Ashcroft pioneer families.
In 1984 the Ashcroft Museum received an award of Merit from the BC Museums Association-for exhibits
as designed by Bob Graham, which combine wit, humour, imagination
and good taste.

Detailed Access Information:
A Multi-Cache ("multiple") involves two or morelocations. The final location is a physical container. Go
to the first set of coordinates listed above. To write your own Journal, you must find out what year R.D
Cumming purchased the Journal. 2 out of the 4 numbers must be placed in the following coordinates:
N 50°43.4_6' W 121°16.77_' Once you complete this it will take you to
a local character that was in the Journal once or twice....
This will be the location of the cache.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
(1898)Ashcroft mining Journal
Ashcroft Museum Archives. Cumming, L.W. First post office here in 1863, Journal Centennial Supplement 1986
March 26, 1970 Many Turn Out for Gwen Richards
Testimonial; Ashcroft
Letterboxing Clues:
Blends into the ground area. Remember it is not at the Journal.
Located in a small green space named after a local character.
Extra hint for the missing coordinate numbers (2,1).

Code: GC3PB6N

Feature Film

Written and
Researched by
Vesta Giles

Kanaka Bar

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Lytton, B.C.

Photo: Kurt Evans

Geocache Location:
N 50°06.287'
W 121°33.519'
Altitude:
277m/908ft
Ownership:
Private Property
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Lytton follow Hwy 1 west bound
towards Vancouver for 14 km.
Parking Advice:
Park at rest area or at large pullout at
Kanaka Inn.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The Pledge
Director Sean Penn's film, The Pledge, featured Jack
Nicholson as a Nevada sheriff who retires and makes a
pledge to the mother of a murdered girl that he will find her
killer. Jerry, the sheriff, believes the police have arrested
the wrong man, and eventually buys an old gas station in
the area of the murders so he can search for the real killer.
The film boasted a well-known cast that included Benicio
Del Toro, Aaron Eckhart, Helen Mirren, Robin Wright,
Vanessa Redgrave, and Mickey Rourke. Based on a
novella, Das Versprechen: Requiem auf den
Kriminalroman (The Pledge: Requiem for the Detective
Novel) by Swiss author Friedrich Dürrenmatt, the film was
released in 2001. While it didn't perform well at the box
office, it was nominated for several awards including the
coveted Palme d'Or at the Cannes Film Festival.
Although the lure of a lower budget has inspired numerous
filmmakers to move their shooting locations to Canada,
Penn chose Kanaka Bar near Lytton as the location for
much of the filming because of the area's isolation
and small town feel. Out of the way, this hauntingly
beautiful area of the Fraser Canyon can appear bleak and
desolate when socked-in and overcast.
The Kanaka Inn, which doubled for Ray's Bar and Grill, a
prominent feature in the setting, is also styled like an
American bar which is appealing to American directors
because it's a feature that isn't often seen in Canada.
The crew took over the Inn for over six weeks to shoot the
movie. Visitors to the Kanaka Inn can still see signed
pictures of the movie's cast hanging on the wall.

Besides the immediate area around Kanaka Bar, other locations nearby were also utilized for the
production. The Botanie Road was used for filming the initial crime scene, and filming of street scenes
in the town took place in nearby Lillooet. Areas around Merritt, the Okanagan and Vancouver were also
used.
Located between Boston Bar and Lytton in the Fraser Canyon, Kanaka Bar is home to the Kanaka Bar
First Nation, a community of the Nlaka'pamux people. The word Kanaka is an old Chinook trade
language word for a Hawaiian. In their own Hawaiian language, this term referred to a 'local guy'. Many
Hawaiians came to the mainland United States and Canada to work during the Gold Rush for the
Hudson's Bay Company. The term is not derogatory and even today it refers to someone of Hawaiian
ethnic origin. Many families of mixed Hawaiian and First Nations heritage still live in the area. Kanaka
Bar takes its name from Kanakas who staked claims or worked for the fur company in the area.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Ng, Fanny. Email interview. 14 Jun. 2012.
"The Pledge", The Internet Movie Database. Web. 10 Jun. 2012.
Weller, Vicci (TNRD Film Commission). Personal interview. 14 Jun. 2012.
Wikipedia contributors. "Kanaka Bar First Nation." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia,
The Free Encyclopedia, 19 Nov. 2011. Web. 15 Jun. 2012.
Wikipedia contributors. "Kanaka (Pacific Island worker)." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia,
The Free Encyclopedia, 14 Jun. 2012. Web. 15 Jun. 2012.
Letterboxing Clues:
At the base of old Kanaka sign.

Code: GC3PBDY
Written and
Researched by
Vesta Giles

Rails & Trails

Kane Valley Ski Trail

Site Identification
Photo: Vesta Giles

Nearest Community:
Merritt, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 49°58.053'
W 120°42.426'
Altitude:
1118 m
Ownership:
Provincial Park
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Merritt, travel south along
Hwy 97C towards Kelowna. Watch
for "Kane Valley Ski Trails" highway
signs. Exit highway onto Kane Valley
Road 18 km south of Merritt.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Located on the Thompson Plateau, the Kane Valley
features picturesque rolling hills, Ponderosa and Lodgepole
pine, Douglas fir, Engelman spruce, grassy meadows and
plenty of opportunities to get out and enjoy nature in
every season.
Historic ranches and logging operations share this vast
space with cross country skiers, hikers, mountain bikers,
and nature lovers. Actively ranched since the 1890's, the
area was once home to John Smith, who settled in the
area with his wife in the 1880's before later moving to
Spences Bridge. She documented the hardships and details
of their lives as homesteaders in “Widow Smith of Spence's
Bridge” (Sonotek Publishing, 1989). An old log
house that is believed to have been theirs can still be seen
in a field about 8 km north from the junction between the
Coldwater Road and the Kane Valley Road.
With a microclimate that is perfectly suited to cross country
skiing (dry snow, about 1-1.5 m deep, temperatures
between 0 C and -15 C), the Kane Valley is home to the
Nicola Nordic Ski Club, who have been operating the
trails, which now extend 50 km, since 1991. In keeping
with the rich natural beauty of the area, the club's vision is
to "maintain a wilderness experience where skiers can
enjoy nature in peace and tranquility."
As the snow disappears, hikers, mountain bikers,
birdwatchers and naturalists descend on the area searching
for their own wilderness experiences. Just south of the ski
trails lies Harmon Lake, which is a favourite destination for
people seeking easy access to outdoor activities. Located on
the southeast side of the lake, within easy walking distance
from camping spots at Harmon Lake West, Harmon Lake
East, and Kane Lake, is a 2.7 km interpretive trail that is
suitable for most ages and skill levels and can

even be easily accessed on snowshoes. Interpretive signs highlight the natural beauty of the area,
explaining how the forest works and how all the elements that make up a forest interact. The trail winds
around the small Secret Lake hidden south of Harmon Lake before winding back to the starting point.
The Nicola Valley Naturalists, who make regular visits to the interpretive area, routinely report seeing
mountain bluebirds, rednapped sapsuckers, ring-necked ducks, western terrestrial garter snakes, and the
Pacific chorus frog (formerly called the Pacific tree frog) in the area. Plant life also abounds with the
sagebrush buttercup, fairyslipper orchids, and the arrowroot balsamroot (sometimes referred to as a
sunflower) catching the eye at every turn. Whatever the season, the Kane Valley offers visitors an
abundance of opportunities to play and enjoy the natural world around us.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
BC Adventure Network, (2012). Harmon Lake, British Columbia. Web. 15
Jun. 2012.
Burger, Alan. Email interview. 18 Jun. 2012.
Nicola Nordic Ski Club. Web. 15 Jun. 2012.
Recreation sites and trails BC, Harmon Lake Forest Interpretive Trail
(Merritt). Web. 15 Jun. 2012.
Shewchuk, Murphy. (2007). Coquihalla trips and trails. Fitzhenry and
Whiteside, Markham,On.
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Letterboxing Clues:
At Harmon Lake Recreation Site, on the Southern end of the campsite, 27m South
from picnic table 36. Cache is located in end of log.
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Rails & Trails
Kentucky – Alleyne Provincial Park

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Merritt, B.C.

Photo: GCCS

Geocache Location:
N 49°54.330'
W 120°34.039'
Altitude:
1024m
Ownership:
Provincial Park
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 3
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Take Hwy 5 A, Merritt-Princeton to
Bates Road. Follow Provincial Park
signs. Approximately 39 km from
Merritt, B.C.

Parking Advice:
Park in designated spaces.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The bright turquoise lakes of Kentucky Alleyne Provincial
Park are situated deep in the cattle country off the
Princeton-Kamloops Highway (5A) south of Merritt near
Aspen Grove. The park, which was established on March
5, 1981, features several kettle lakes, gentle rolling
grasslands, and open forests of large Douglas fir and
Ponderosa pine. Once the secret of locals, this 144-hectare
park has become a very popular area for fishing, and for
those wanting to get closer to nature thanks to easier access
to the southern interior once the Coquihalla Highway and
the Highway 97C Connector to the Okanagan were built.
Surrounded by land owned by the historic Douglas Lake
Ranch, the largest ranch in Canada with a rich and
colourful history spanning back to the 1880's,
Kentucky-Alleyne Provincial Park, is known for its
outstanding wildlife viewing opportunities, particularly
from the well-marked 4 km walking trail that circles
Kentucky Lake. The trail, which starts near the
campground on the northeast side of the lake, is an easy
hike with few elevation changes. The Nicola Naturalist
Society makes regular visits to the area to record and
observe the plant and wildlife activity in the area.
Alleyne Lake, the larger of the two, sits in an ecological
transition zone between the drier grasslands above, located
on the northern and eastern slopes, and the lush pine forests
on the south and west edges of the lake.
Birdwatching is a popular activity on the trail and there are
plenty of species to see. Waterfowl such as mallards, teal,
grebe, and goldeneye are plentiful, attracted to the marshy
edges of the lakes and ponds. Hawks and falcons can be
seen above the grasslands, and the blue-listed sharptail
grouse, whose population is declining across North
America, is known to frequent the area as well. Down on

the ground jack rabbits, ground squirrels and deer are often seen around the lakeshore or among the
aspens.
The small lakes in the area are known to be breeding sites for the Western toad. In the summer it is not
uncommon to see thousands of black tadpoles and, later, emerging toadlets, around the shores of the
lakes.
The lakes in the park, including Kentucky Lake, Alleyne Lake, and smaller lakes and ponds, are also
very popular for fishing. The larger lakes are stocked with rainbow trout and the area even features a
'children only' fishery, designed to inspire enthusiasm for fishing among teens and younger children.
These ponds, located between Kentucky and Alleyne Lakes, are open only to those under the age of 16.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
BC Parks, (2011). Kentucky Alleyne Provincial Park. Web. 20 Jun. 2012.
Burger, Alan. Email interview. 18 Jun. 2012.
Douglas Lake Ranch, (2008). History. Web. 20 Jun. 2012.
Nicola Valley Museum Archives Association (no date). Notes.
Shewchuk, Murphy, (2007). Coquihalla trips and trails. Fitzhenry and Whiteside, Markham, On.
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Letterboxing Clues:
From boat launch parking area 124m uphill, cache is located in small clearing under stump.
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Geological & Views

Logan Lake Shovel

Site Identification
Photo: Vesta Giles

Nearest Community:
Logan Lake, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°29.512'
W 120°48.537'
Altitude:
1106m
Ownership:
District of Logan Lake
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 1
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Public area, open year round. Located
within the District of Logan Lake.
Parking Advice:
Park at the Info Centre.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

At the hub of Logan Lake's active recreation lifestyle sits a
monument to its history and economic livelihood. The
shovel, as locals refer to it, is a 195B Bucyrus Erie mining
shovel with a 13-metre bucket, parked next to a
235 ton ore haulage truck. It's pretty hard to miss!
Located in the parking lot for the recreation centre, this
monument doubles as the visitor information centre, and
offers kids, and kids at heart, the chance to get an up close
look at machinery that was designed to move massive
amounts of rock in the mining industry. Venture up the
stairs and you'll learn about all that the Logan Lake area
has to offer visitor and guests. It's hard to resist the
temptation to keep climbing and sit in the cab and imagine
operating this massive machine. For any child, or adult,
who has owned a toy truck, visiting the shovel is the
ultimate thrill.
The shovel and the Wabco # 50 truck were a gift to the
District of Logan Lake by the Highland Valley Copper
Mine in February 1990. They were placed on the site on
February 2nd of that year and have been a popular tourist
attraction, as well as the local visitor centre, ever since.
The stairs on the shovel take visitors to what was once the
operator's cab. Below, on the landing, a door leads to a 3
meter (10 ft) by 3.7 meter (12 ft) room that was once the
engine and winch room. Now it functions as the
visitor information centre.
Standing approximately 6.1 meters (19 ft 11 in) tall, the
shovel is 7.3 meters (24 ft 1 in) wide, and 16.5 meters (54 ft
3 in) long. It weighs 187.3 short tons (374,600 pounds) and
is made of steel. When it was operational, the shovel

boasted an impressive 2500 horsepower GM Electromotive engine. The total payload capacity of the
truck was 235 short tons (470,000 pounds).
The shovel can easily be seen as visitors drive into town from either Ashcroft or the Coquihalla
Highway. It sits in the heart of Logan Lake's recreation area where visitors and locals enjoy fishing,
camping, golf, walking around the lake, mountain biking, hiking, and crosscountry skiing. Archery and a
world-class disc golf course are also nearby, and the area is dotted with fun and interesting geocaches.
The western pond hockey championships and the annual polar carnival take place every January when
the frozen lake is groomed for multiple pond hockey rinks and a skating loop. Hockey players and
curlers from other communities regularly descend on the recreation centre for tournaments and bonspiels
as well.
Each year nearly 6,500 visitors learn about all of these opportunities for fun and recreation when they
visit the helpful staff at the shovel. Of course, they can get their picture taken while sitting at the controls
in the cab!
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
District of Logan Lake. Web. 10 Jun. 2012.
Molyneux, Berniece. Personal interview. 15 Jun. 2012.
Letterboxing Clues:
Beside the Recreation Centre, in the picnic area. Near
a stump.
Artist: Linda Madden, Photographer: Artist: Jo Petty, Photographer: Kelly Tuohey Kelly Tuohey
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Geological & Views

Loon Lake

Site Identification

Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Clinton, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 51°06.627'
W 121°14.749'
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
45 kms from Clinton to site. From
Highway 97 turn onto Loon Lake
Road and follow for 26 km to pull out.
Parking Advice:
Park at pull out.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

From Secwepmec hunters to fur traders and gold seekers,
Loon Lake, on the edge of the Bonaparte Plateau, has a rich
history. Nestled in a pristine wilderness surrounded by
ponderosa pines and Douglas fir, the lake is home to
fighting rainbow trout. Fed by the brisk waters of Thunder
and Loon creeks, as well as other streams, Loon Lake is
nearly 65 metres deep and almost 12 kilometres long.
Long before recreational enthusiasts arrived in the region,
the Secwepmec were forging trails for hunting and fishing.
And it was these trails that many fur traders followed.
However, it was Alexander Caulfield Anderson in the
mid-1800s who saw the significance in joining trails and
forging new ones to bring furs from Fort Alexandria to Fort
Langley for the Hudson’s Bay Company.
Anderson crossed and forged new trails through field and
mountain and along rivers and lakes. In doing so he
enjoyed the stark beauty of following and creating trails
through one of the most beautiful areas in the province.
The Bonaparte Plateau, named for the Secwepmec chief
who admired Napoleon Bonaparte so much he adopted his
name, is home to many lakes, streams and natural areas.
Heading north from Kamloops, Anderson trekked across
the plateau continuing his journey through the rugged
landscape, arriving at the north end of Loon Lake. It was
here, camped on the shores of Loon Lake, that Anderson
was witness to the rare beauty of a lake haunted by the
bewitching sounds of the great northern loon. At Loon
Lake one can experience not only trekking part of the New
Fur Brigade Trail, but a lake rich with waterfowl and the
bounties of nature. Loon Lake is developed only on the
west side, leaving most of the surrounding area in serene
wilderness.

To the east of Loon Lake lay the canyons and hoodoos of the Arrowstone Hills through which Anderson
hiked, while a multitude of lakes lay more northerly. Beyond to the northeast, one can glimpse the
mountains of Wells Grey Park. From the north end of the lake the Fur Brigade Trail leaving Loon Lake
travels further north traversing the hills and valleys to finally reach Green Lake and then onto Drowned
Horse Lake.1
Not only rich with nature another lure attracting folks to Loon Lake is the excellent fishing. Avid fly
fishers come from around the world to wrestle the mighty fighting rainbow trout. Naturally stocked, with
several spawning creeks feeding the lake, the trout are plentiful.
Not only is Loon Lake a wonderful place to absorb the joys of summer, it offers lots of winter
recreation. Ice fishing is one of the favourite activities of outdoor enthusiasts and the lake is as busy in
winter as it is the rest of the year. Skating is enjoyed under the bright clear moons of the season and the
Winter Carnival is the highlight during the snowy frozen months.
From fur traders trekking the pristine landscape, to fishers fighting the great rainbow trout, Loon Lake is
a lake to be discovered and enjoyed any time of year. Loon Lake is a year-round recreational enthusiasts
dream come true in the heart of Gold Country.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
1 See site page "Emerald Bay, Green Lake", Gold Country GeoTourism Adventures Field Guide
Volume 2, 63. Drowned Horse Lake is now called Horse Lake.
Anderson, Nancy. The Pathfinder A.C. Anderson’s Journeys in the West, Heritage House, Victoria 2011
www.furtradefamilyhistory.ca Nancy Anderson web page & blog
Google – Loon Lake, BC
Letterboxing Clues: Behind cement barrier.
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Pioneers & Early Settlers

Maiden Creek Ranch

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Clinton B.C.

Photo: GCCS

Geocache Location:
N 50°58.767'
W 121°30.063'
Altitude:
699m/2293ft
Ownership:
Private Property
Date Established:
1862
Accuracy:
1 meter
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
15 km from Clinton on Hwy 97. From
Cache Creek it is 22 km on Hwy 97.
Look for Maiden Creek Ranch Sign on
the side of the Hwy.

Parking Advice:
Pullout by cattle guard – Do not block.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

There are several stories as to how Maiden Creek, between
Cache Creek and Clinton, got its name. One tale tells of a
beautiful Secwepmec (Shuswap) maiden who was
betrothed to a handsome warrior Chief. He left
one autumn on a hunting trip, and when he did not return
by early winter the maiden was heartbroken, and sat
awaiting her husband-to-be by the creek. When she at last
saw him, he was with a new wife from another tribe. So
overwhelming was her grief, she died of a broken heart,
and was buried where she had waited.1
A variation of this tale tells of a Secwepmec maiden whose
warrior lover went away to fight, and never returned;
the maiden jumped off a cliff in her sorrow. A third story
recounts how a Secwepmec maiden went up the creek
picking strawberries, and was never seen again.
However, another young maiden—a Pennsylvanian Dutch
girl named Elizabeth Ebert—was more fortunate. Trained
as a midwife, young Elizabeth had traveled north from San
Francisco to the goldfields of British Columbia. Perhaps
finding that there was not much call for midwifery in the
area, Elizabeth became one of Barkerville’s “hurdy-gurdy
girls”, dancing with the miners to uproarious music played
by musicians on hurdy-fiddles.
While in Barkerville, Elizabeth caught the eye of Edward
Dougherty, a handsome and hard-working immigrant from
Britain’s Isle of Man. He had traveled north via the
Bonaparte Valley, and was so taken by the area on his way
through that he later came down from Barkerville—
probably in 1862—and obtained land on what was then a
nameless creek, later called Maiden (sometimes Grave)
Creek, before returning north. The devastating
fire that swept through Barkerville in 1868 might have
spurred the coupleto leave the town, for in 1869 the pair

had arrived in the Bonaparte Valley, where Edward began working the ranch in earnest.2 The Cariboo
Wagon Road passed through the property, so the decision was made to open a roadhouse as well, to
cater to the travelers along the busy road.
Elizabeth stayed at the Clinton Hotel during this time, and she and Edward were married in 1871, at the
4th Annual Clinton Ball. They were subsequently kept busy by the demands of ranch, roadhouse, and
family. They had nine children in all, four girls and five boys, the youngest of whom—Charles—was
born in 1887, with the birth commemorated by the planting of a crabapple tree. The family was
well-known and much respected: Eliza and her four daughters were never short of partners at the annual
Clinton Ball, while the meals at the Roadhouse were famous for their splendour. Willis West, manager
of the BX Express Co. for many years, traveled the Cariboo road often and knew every roadhouse on it.
He wrote that meals at the Dougherty’s roadhouse “always included three kinds of hot meat for a
mid-day meal, with vegetables and at least three kinds of pie and pudding, two kinds of cake, relish,
cookies, and stewed fruit.” And all this for only 50¢!
Sadly, at the age of only 57 Edward Dougherty contracted pneumonia, and died at Maiden Creek in
January 1897. The Victoria Daily Colonist reported the death on January 23, 1897, noting that “Mr.
Dougherty was one of the first settlers . . . and was very highly esteemed . . .”
Edward and Elizabeth’s oldest son, Edward II, ran the ranch until his marriage, whereupon his younger
brother Thomas took over. When Thomas went overseas to serve during WW I, the youngest brother,
Charles, took over. It was at about this time that Elizabeth, who had stayed on at the ranch retired to
Vancouver, returning to the area regularly to visit her family. She died in 1944.
Charles, along with his wife Mary Jane, continued running the ranch until his death in 1968. His only
son, Charles II, took over, but within five years he too had died. His widow, Helene, continued to
manage the ranch, assisted by her sons Charles III, Raymond, and Ken, and her daughter Linda. Today
Raymond, along with his son Tyler and partner Jody, manage the ranch, making five generations of the
family at Maiden Creek. The ranch itself has been designated a “Century Ranch” by the provincial
government, and inducted into the B.C. Cowboy Hall of Fame as the oldest known operating ranch in
the province still in the same family.
Much has changed over the years at Maiden Creek Ranch. A full-sized indoor arena, for practicing
roping, penning, and barrel racing, has been added, while the roadhouse has long since closed. Gone,
too, is the crabapple tree that was planted to mark Charles Dougherty’s birth in 1887, and which
survived until 2010. However, saplings are sprouting around the tree’s site, a tribute to the indomitable
spirit of Maiden Creek Ranch: a piece of living history in the heart of Gold Country.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Many thanks to Virginia Ambler, daughter of Charles and Mary Jane Dougherty, for her assistance in the writing
of this article.
This was the version of the story told to Sir James Douglas by area pioneer Walter Moberley in the 1860s.
The Dougherty ranch included cattle, calves, hay, and an orchard, and by 1883 had expanded to a total of 400
acres.
Patenaude, Branwen Christine (1995). Trails to Gold. Victoria: Horsdal & Schubart Publishers Ltd.
Researched by Angela Wynton
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Letterboxing Clues: Along fence, under rock – pole #153.
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Rails & Trails

Merritt Subdivision

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Merritt, B.C.

Photo: GCCS

Geocache Location:
N 49°53.383'
W 120°54.171'
Altitude:
849m
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2.5
Overall Terrain: 3
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Merritt take Hwy 5 to Coldwater
Road approximately 31 km from the
British Columbia Visitor Centre. Take
Exit 256 onto Coldwater Road and
follow for approx. 500m. At pullout walk
across the road to the ATV trail.

Parking Advice:
Pull off the Coldwater Road at
N 49° 53.373' W 120°54.228'

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Although the Trans Canada Trail follows the Kettle Valley
Railway (KVR) line from Princeton to Hope, a connecting
railbed also connects Merritt to this trail network. The
section of the KVR between Merritt and Brookmere was
called the Merritt Subdivision and was a branch connector
to the CPR. Work on the KVR began in 1910, with the goal
of connecting Midway to Hope through the interior
mountains. The entire line, including the Merritt Branch
line was completed in 1915.
The Coquihalla line was frequently closed in winter and the
Merritt Subdivision was sometimes utilized to allow trains
to reroute through the CPR. This was a minor branch line
for the overall business of the KVR until the Coquihalla
Subdivision was closed by the CPR in 1959. Eighty
percent of the rail traffic was rerouted to the main CPR line
by 1961. By 1973 all trains west of Beaverdell had stopped
running and by 1978 most of the rail lines were removed.
The last train left Merritt in 1989 and in 1990
the tracks were being removed.
The 600 km of the KVR has become a destination for
backcountry cycling. The rail-to-trail conversion has
become a project of many groups, including the
Trans Canada Trail Corporation, the B.C. Ministry of
Forests, the Kettle Valley Corridor Project, the Canadian
Rails to Greenways Network, the Rails to Trails Council of
B.C., the Myra Canyon Trails Restoration Society, the B.C.
Ministry of Parks, the Kettle Valley Heritage Society, and
the communities, cycling clubs, and not-for-profit support
groups along the route.
Although the Merritt Branch is less used, it is nevertheless
a pleasant day of cycling, a journey of 47.3 km from
Brookmere to Merritt. Most cyclists start at Brookmere
(962m) to enjoy the net elevation loss heading north to

Merritt (562m). Brookmere was once a busy railway town, the junction of 3 lines. Now it is a quiet
community with a few KVR building and some equipment. From Brookmere the track crosses three
bridges on its way down to Brodie, sometimes known as the Loop. Brodie Station sat at the junction of
the two lines. Visitors can visit Brodie by taking the Larson Hill exit. The track switches back and forth
across the Coldwater River 7 times before going under the Coquihalla Highway avoiding the steep and
narrow canyon walls. Beyond, the valley opens up.
At 18.6 km, the track arrives at Kingsvale Station. The old station is now a private residence, but there
are still a few reminders of railway days to be seen. Beyond Kingsvale, the rail line sometimes crosses
private property and gates and fences may be an issue, but cyclists can exit at road crossings to the
Coldwater Road at numerous points. At 28.4 km, a station called Pine was the intersection of a
small logging spur line to serve the Nicola Pine Mill, starting in the 1920’s. At 32.2 km, the Glenwalker
Station is now in the middle of farm land. At 32.6km the track enters the Coldwater Indian Reserve and
exits at km 39.2. Cyclists can detour to the Coldwater Road. The last few kilometres cross on two more
trusses, and then emerges onto Douglas Road at km 45.8. Another spur line connecting the Middlesboro
Collieries came in at km 46.3.
The Merritt Subdivision line ends at Merritt Station. This was an important station connecting the coal
supplies of the Nicola Valley to the KVR and the CPR through Kamloops.
Geocaching visitors can visit the train station display downtown or drive the Coldwater Road to see
sections of the line. Dedicated geocachers may even wish to cycle the Merritt Subdivision from
Brookmere to Merritt for a full day of history, exercise, and geocaching.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Langford, Dan and Sandra. Cycling the Kettle Valley Railway, Rocky Mountain Books, Calgary, 1994
Obee, Bruce. Trans Canada Trail – British Columbia, Whitecap Books, North Vancouver, 2008
Shewchuk, Murphy. Coquihalla Country, Sonotek, Merritt, 1990
Coordinates
Brookmere at 0.0 km: N 49°49.05' W 120°52.30'
Merritt Station at 47.3 km: N 50°06.506' W 120°47.363'
Artist: Clemence Mallet, Photographer: Kelly Tuohey
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Geological & Views

Mimi Falls

Site Identification

Photo: Vesta Giles

Nearest Community:
Logan Lake, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°28.988'
W 120°46.967'
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2.5
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Read site page for further directions.
Go through yellow fence and barbwire
fence. Trail is marked by ribbon. There
are many blown down trees on the way
through. 1 hr walk from parking. Follow
the path as the GPS will want you to go
straight down bank.

Parking Advice:
Park on Jasper Drive just beyond the
church on the hill.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The short half-hour hike to Mimi Falls is a peaceful
journey through a variety of landscapes. Full of surprise
vistas, the Mimi Falls trail meanders through a forested
area where cows graze among the trees, along the
edge of a canyon, and across peaceful grasslands before
delivering hikers to their final destination – Mimi Falls. In
the spring, when the water is running high, the sound of the
falls fills the valley all around the trail area. Nobody seems
to know why they are called Mimi Falls, but whatever the
reason the falls are a lovely place to escape to without
having to travel too far away from town.
Meadow Creek, the source of the falls, runs from east to
west, starting around the Walloper Lake area. It winds
lazily past the ranches in the Highland Valley, parallel to
the Meadow Creek Road (Highway 97D). Running along
the ridge high above the golf course, Meadow Creek joins
Guichon Creek near the Mamit Lake Road (Highway 97C)
and the Logan Lake Ranch and Country Club.
Whether you start up high on the path near the church on
Linden Road, or from a lower trail by the lake, you will
pass gigantic Ponderosa pine trees, spruce trees, and even
young juniper. Aside from cattle, and depending on the
season, it is not unheard of to encounter black bears, wild
horses, lynx, deer, owls and numerous species of birds, and
possibly even a cougar. As with any wilderness experience,
being aware of your surroundings is imperative, even
though it is so close to town. These creatures all make their
way into Logan Lake from time to time.
Upon leaving the forested area, a grassy clearing opens up
and the roar of the falls becomes louder. With few visible
signs of humans, it's not hard to imagine someone like
George Dawson, from the Geological Survey of Canada,

travelling some of these same game trails by pack train as he mapped the area in the 1870's. Dawson,
and others on similar journeys, would travel and map the areas searching for potential railway routes,
taking side journeys to gather geological samples and assess different sites for their mining and
agricultural potential. Along the way, they may have met trappers, homesteaders, and groups of local
natives. Or, perhaps they may have been alone for days at a time.
In those days, before GPS units, navigation routes were charted using a compass and the stars. Maps
were minimal, improving each time Dawson, or someone like him, carefully surveyed the area. The
treasures they sought were trade routes, geological formations that could possibly lead to ore deposits,
plant and animal surveys, and observations of local cultures.
Walking along the quiet path towards Mimi Falls, it is important to recognize, and be grateful for, the
legacy the early explorers like Dawson left for us.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Cole, D. And B. Lockner (ed.) (1989). The journals of George M. Dawson: British Columbia, 1875 – 1878.
University of British Columbia Press. Vancouver.
District of Logan Lake (2012). "District of Logan Lake". Retrieved from http://www.loganlake.ca/, 23 Jun. 2012.
Letterboxing Clues:
2m from bare puzzle tree buried in huge pile of juniper.
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Rails & Trails

Mission Ridge Trail

Site Identification
Photo: Wayne Robinson

Nearest Community:
Lillooet, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°45.787'
W 122°10.185'
Altitude:
2177m/7142ft
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
4 meters
Overall Difficulty: 5
Overall Terrain: 5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
4x4 only. From Mile 0 Cairn drive north
on Main Street and turn left onto Hwy 40.
At the junction at the east end of Carpenter
Reservoir (48 km from Cairn) turn left on
to Mission Mountain Road, cross the dam
and go through tunnel. At Mission Pass
summit turn on to road marked ‘No
through Road/Dead End’. Go 5 km to
junction of roads. Take road on the right.
Approximately 3 km to trail head. Very
challenging hike – long and steep. Wear
appropriate footwear and hiking gear.
Takes about 2 hours to reach cache.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Mission Ridge is named for an Oblate Mission that was
founded in 1880 in the community of Shalath. Mission
Mountain was the first ‘official’ name given in 1918 and
the ridge was later described in a geological survey as
overlooking Shalath and above Seton Lake. This vague
description is thought to include three prominent peaks in
the centre of the entire ridge. The name was then changed
from ‘Mountain’ to ‘Ridge’ and now describes the
approximately 13 km long ridge that begins with Mission
Pass to the north and ends with Mount McLean to the
south. The trail to the geocache on Mission Ridge is
relatively short; it begins just below tree line and ends in
the alpine. At the summit there are two geodesic domes.
The domes are remnants of television and radio
transmission units from the 1960’s.
The drive to the trailhead is an adventure in itself. After
navigating the narrow Bridge River Canyon, the driver
must cross the Terzaghi dam, pass through a tunnel and
ascend the steep, winding Mission pass road. The Terzaghi
dam is the main diversion dam for the Bridge River Power
Complex. The Bridge River has been dammed to create
Carpenter Lake (Reservoir). Water enters two tunnels that
have been bored through Mission Ridge. The water drops
410m into two power generating plants that empty into
Seton Lake; this generates 480 megawatts of electrical
power.
From the summit you can spot the communities of Seton
Portage and Shalath. ‘Shalath’ is the St’at’imc name for
Seton Lake which means, ‘the lake’. You will notice that
there are two lakes on either side, Seton to the south and
Anderson to the north. Prior to the creation of the Bridge
River power project, Seton Lake was said to be the clearer
of the two lakes. Anderson is now the clearer of the two

due to the high concentration of glacial silt in the Bridge River water that now enters the lake. Both
Seton and Anderson lakes are freshwater fjords and were once a singular body of water. Approximately
10,000 years ago a large landslide, originating from the Cayoosh Range, traveled down and separated
the lake into two parts. It is thought that this slide created a large tsunami that breached the glacial
moraine at the east end of Seton Lake, allowing the water of both lakes to flow into the Fraser river, via
Cayoosh Creek.
During the gold rush, Seton and Anderson lakes were important steam boat routes used to transport
people and goods. The section of land that separates the two bodies of water (the Portage) presented a
barrier for boats and required people to portage from one lake to the other. This small 2 km section of
land resulted in the creation of the first railway in British Columbia. Rail cars were pulled by mules
along the tracks from Seton to Anderson lakes. The return trip from Anderson to Seton was powered by
gravity.
Detailed Access Information:
The geodesic domes are in poor repair and contain hazards including sharp metal, nails and broken glass
– it is not advised to enter them.
The road from Mission Pass to the trailhead is extremely rough and steep. 4x4 and high clearance is
absolutely necessary.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
“GeoBC: Mission Ridge” (Web) 2012. http://apps.gov.bc.ca/pub/bcgnws/names/24303.html
“Wikipedia: Mission Ridge, British Columbia” (Web) 2012. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki Mission_Ridge_%
28British_Columbia%29
“Wikipedia: Seton Portage, British Columbia” (Web) 2012. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Seton_Portage,_British_Columbia
“Wikipedia: Shalath, British Columbia” (Web) 2012. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shalalth,_British_Columbia
“Wikipedia: Terzaghi Dam” (Web) 2012. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terzaghi_Dam
Letterboxing Clues:
From parking area walk up gravel ‘road’ due east 250m angle south east. Follow height of land
to first geodome. Move to second geodome and travel 24 metres. Search the crevice.
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Rails & Trails

Nicola Subdivision

Site Identification
Photo: Baillie Stewart

Nearest Community:
Merritt, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°15.868'
W 121°06.975'
Altitude:
547m
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Merritt City Centre follow Hwy 8
west, towards Spences Bridge for approx.
34.5 km until you reach FX Ranch
Road. Turn left unto this road and follow
for approx. 0.4 km to the pull out on the
left. Site is approximately 29 km from
Spences Bridge

Parking Advice:
Park well off the road.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The Nicola Subdivision – Merritt to Spences Bridge
(KVR )
The Nicola Subdivision was a rail line extending from
Merritt to Spences Bridge as part of the once powerful
Kettle Valley Railway.
When British Columbia entered Confederation and joined
Canada in 1871, the new province was promised a railway
that would run from sea to sea. It took another fourteen
years for the Canadian Pacific Railway to arrive and it was
quickly realized it didn't include any track that could take
valuable ores being mined in the southern part of the
province. The booming industry in the area required a
means to get those materials, as well as fruit, grains, and
cattle to the coast.
The Merritt area, with an abundance of cattle and newly
discovered coal, was a prime location for a new line and in
1891, two railways received charters to build into the area.
Backed by the CPR, the Nicola Valley Railway was to be
built from the CPR mainline at Spences Bridge to Nicola,
just north of Merritt. The Nicola, Kamloops &
Similkameen Coal & Railway Company (NK&S) was
founded to build from Kamloops, to Nicola, south to
Princeton and then on to Osooyos. Neither railway took
hold and both charters lapsed.
In the early 1900s, William Hamilton Merritt revived the
charter for the NK&S and started construction on the rail
line. The CPR boosted the construction by leasing the
charter in 1905.
Survey work on the new Kettle Valley Railway (KVR)
began in 1910 from Midway to Penticton (Carmi division)

and Penticton to Merritt (Princeton division). In 1916, the Kettle Valley Railway opened on the
Coquihalla Pass between Brodie and Hope meaning trains going through from the Kootenays would
bypass Merritt by going through Brookmere. The Coquihalla line, however, proved unworkable with
steep grades and enormous quantities of snow leading to frequent closures and detours of trains through
Merritt and Spences Bridge to the CPR's mainline. The Coquihalla line was finally closed in 1959 and
abandoned in 1961, meaning Merritt was finally on the southern mainline. With passenger traffic
declining and competition from the major highways, the need for more rail lines diminished. The Merritt
train station was abandoned in 1988 and in 1991 the rails between Spences Bridge and Penticton were
pulled up.
At its prime the Nicola subdivision route from Merritt to Spences Bridge featured a 363 meter elevation
change over a total distance of 61.8 km. Stations on this section include, Merritt, Coutlee, Coyle,
Canford, Dot, Agate, Clapperton, and Spences Bridge.
Now part of a popular cycling and hiking trail, the Kettle Valley Railway's Nicola subdivision route
passes through wide-open ranch lands, thick forests, and rocky terrain as it approaches Spences Bridge.
Once the rail beds were removed rights reverted to the landowners so trail users must contact the various
First Nation’s bands and other landowners for permission to pass through.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Critchley, Darren (2012). Touring the Kettle Valley Railway. Retrieved 22 Jun. 2012 from http://www.thekvr.com/
nicola-subdivision.php
Macek, Alan. (2005). The early years of the CPR in BC. Retrieved 22, Jun. 2012 from http://
canyon.alanmacek.com/index.php/
Nicola,_Kamloops_%26_Similkameen_Railway
Letterboxing Clues:
Under pile of sagebrush, next to barbed wire fence.

Code: GC3PCEK
Written and
Researched by
Vesta Giles

Pioneers & Early Settlers

NK &S

Nicola, Kamloops, and
Similkameen Railway
Photo: Baillie Stewart

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Merritt, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°09.474'
W 121°02.787'
Altitude:
495m
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Merritt City Centre follow Hwy 8
west towards Spences Bridge for approx.
21.5 km until you reach the N’kwala
Recreation Site. Turn left unto dirt road
and follow around fence line. When past
the fence stay to the right and park.

Parking Advice:
Park at the N’kwala Recreation site.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

In the 1870s, while George Dawson and other geologists
and surveyors were surveying the area around what is now
Merritt for the new Canadian Pacific Railway, not only did
they discover new routes for transportation, they also
discovered coal. In those days it was Nicola and not
Merritt (known then as Forksdale), that was the major
centre in the region. Forksdale was named after the fork
between the Nicola and Coldwater Rivers and was the
underdog in status to Nicola until the early 1900s.
With the discovery of coal came the need to transport it
around the southern interior for local use, as well as the
need to move it to the larger markets on the west coast. In
1891, two railways were awarded charters to build rail lines
into the area. Backed by the CPR, the Nicola Valley
Railway proposal involved a line being built from the CPR
mainline at Spences Bridge to Nicola. At the same time, an
independent railway, the Nicola, Kamloops & Similkameen
Coal & Railway Company (NK&S) was founded to build
lines from Kamloops, to Nicola, south to Princeton and
then on to Osooyos. Neither railway started construction
and both charters lapsed.
In 1903, the coal beds around Nicola inspired William
Hamilton Merritt, a local entrepreneur, to revive the charter
for the NK&S. Merritt, born in 1855, was among other
things, a mining engineer with big plans. Merritt had
prospected for coal in the area in 1891. Finding it, he
organized the NK&S railway plan to transport the coal out
of the valley and, after considerable delay, the independent
company started construction on the railway from Spences
Bridge in 1905. Seeing the value of the initiative, the
CPR leased the charter in 1905. Using its more significant
resources, the CPR increased the pace of the work so that
the line was completed in 1906. A year later, in 1907, the
railway extended across the Coldwater River and connected

to the other major lines. The first coal left on a train on January 22, 1907. As the hunger for coal grew,
the NK&S Railway was eventually bought out by the Canadian Pacific Railway.
In recognition for William Hamilton Merritt's tireless efforts to bring the railway, and therefore
access to a world of suppliers and customers to the town, the name Forksdale was changed to
Merritt in 1906.
Starting in 1915, the NK&S Railway operated as part of the CPR's Kettle Valley Railway, and later
becoming part of the CPR's Princeton Subdivision. As passenger rail-use declined and the smaller lines
began to compete with the new Hope-Princeton Highway, the KVR, and therefore the NK&S Railways,
were abandoned in the 1980s. The track was removed in 1991.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Macek, Alan. (2005). The early years of the CPR in BC. Retrieved 22, Jun. 2012 from
http://canyon.alanmacek.com/index.php/
Nicola,_Kamloops_%26_Similkameen_Railway
Nicola Valley Archives Association. (2007). "LieutenantColonel William Hamilton Merritt III." Nicola Valley Historical Quarterly, Spring 2007: 21.3
Nicola Valley Archives Association. (1989). Merritt & the Nicola Valley: an illustrated history. Sonotek,
Merritt, BC.
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Letterboxing Clues:
Between dirt road in campground and river on raised bank, at the base of a large tree with an
elbow or crook, under a geopile.
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Pioneers & Early Settlers

Old Fire Hall

Nearest Community:
Ashcroft, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°43.563'
W 121°16.745'
Altitude:
300m/984ft
Date Established:
1993
Ownership:
Village of Ashcroft
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain: 1
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Near the Ashcroft Bridge. High
visibility area, use stealth. Year round
access
Parking Advice:
Parking lot located across from the
Fire Hall.

Photo: GCCS

Site Identification

Will build firehall were the headlines in the February 22,
1919 edition of The Ashcroft Journal .1 Robert Stoddart, a
local contractor predicted the cost would be about $360.00
which included a 12 by 20 foot building with a 10 foot
ceiling and 25 foot tower for the drying of the hoses after
use. The money was raised by public subscription and on
April 3rd the building was complete. This structure
replaced the first fire hall which perished in the 1916 blaze.
The little red fire hall was originally located on railway
Avenue; it was moved to its present site in 1993. The view
from this site includes the spectacular Thompson River, and
Ashcroft’s fifth bridge.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The first bridge was built in 1886, by the San Francisco
Bridge Co. It washed away in the high water of 1894. A
ferry that was used prior to the bridge was once more put
into action. A second bridge was completed in 1895, a
duplicate of the first and built in the same spot and by the
same company. This bridge had a distinct wobble and a
“walk your horses” sign greeted travelers at either end. By
1905 it was labeled unfit and a new bridge was built up
stream and completed by 1907. This bridge lasted
for 26 years until 1932 when a new bridge was constructed
downstream from the first three. Several tons of dirt were
brought in and built up to accommodate the new steel
bridge. In 1991 a fifth bridge was constructed, this would
be wider and capable of holding heavier loads. During low
water the piers of the first two bridges are visible. Today
this bridge is part of the number one highway; in early
years the bridges connected Ashcroft with the
Cariboo Wagon Road. The first road in the interior went
via Harrison Lake, to Lillooet over Pavilion Mountain,
down to Kelly Lake through the Junction of Clinton and on
to Barkerville. Although it was considered an engineering
fete, Sir James Douglas, second governor of Vancouver

Island and first Governor of the crown colony of British Columbia did not consider it good enough for
British Columbia.
In 1863 an alternate route was built, beginning in Yale passing though Cache Creek and on to Clinton to
hook up with the Lillooet road. In 1886 this path would connect to the Ashcroft Bridge.
The Cariboo roads saw a steady stream of Mule trains, ox teams and freight wagons, and for a brief
period the occasional camel. Road houses sprung up in strategic spots to provide travelers
and teams with grub and bed. In 1907 the first automobile navigated up the road, the beginning of the
end to the horse and wagon.
Although there are only a few remnants of the old Cariboo Wagon Road left, the breath taking landscape
that greeted travelers 150 years ago remains today, one of the most scenic routes in North
America.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
February 22, April 3, 1919, Ashcroft Journal, Ashcroft Museum and Archives "Brief History of Ashcroft
Bridges", July 2

1

1932, Ashcroft Journal, Ashcroft Museum and Archives "Building of the Old Cariboo Road", May 8, 1958,
Ashcroft Journal, Ashcroft Museum and Archives.
Letterboxing Clues:
Facing the Front of the Fire hall, walk to the back right corner. Walk a few steps.
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The Ovens

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Clinton, B.C.

Photo: GCCS

Geocache Location:
N 51°05.939'
W 121°35.316'
Altitude:
979m/3211ft
Established:
1915c.
Ownership:
Crown Land

Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:

While the sappers of the Royal Engineers were successful
in building and completing the Cariboo Wagon Road, the
planners for the Pacific Great Eastern railway were far from
following in their tracks.

In downtown Clinton turn off of Highway
97 travel west on McDonald Rd. winding
onto Clinton Station Rd.; follow the road up
and across the tracks, take the left at the fork
in the road and follow this for approx 130
meters. Park well off the road and walk to the
left onto old, very faint, trail. Do not drive
into this area due to ecosystem concerns.

The PGE, incorporated in 1912, was named for the Great
Eastern Railway of Great Britain. It would travel from the
north shore of Burrard inlet through the interior to Prince
George and provide freight and passenger service. Wood
products, cattle, minerals and sundry goods would be
moved expediently. Such was the plan.

Parking Advice:

The PGE was plagued with problems. Track was laid from
the North Shore to Whytecliffe and service resumed in
1913. The next leg, Squamish through to Clinton, started
service in 1916. However, progress stopped as the company
ran into serious financial difficulties and by 1918 was
reluctantly purchased by the provincial government.1

Pull well off dirt road, and walk to cache
location.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The route was scenic, but apparently avoided major hubs,
thus requiring additional travel to carry goods and cattle to
be loaded. Neither did it cross with other rail lines to
transfer passengers or freight. It was referred to as the train
that goes “from nowhere to nowhere”.
Perhaps for many it seemed purposeless, but for those
around Clinton it was an economic engine.2 With the need
to move cattle to market, the railway was a boost,
shortening distance and time. By the 1930’s, with
completed tracks to Quesnel, all manner of goods were able
to travel north and south.
With the soda works around the lakes in the area, the train
proved a great way to freight the cargo to the modern
homemaker of the 30’s and 40’s.3 Used in laundry and for
cleaning, the soda removed grease and oil.

Area lakes also produced Epsom salts, a welcome relief for the tired and weary.
Not only were ranchers and soda companies happy with the railway, so too were forestry workers. With
an increase in millworks, during the ‘50s and 60’s there being more than twenty saw mills, the timber
and lumber became easier and faster to ship to market. Clinton prospered. However, there is another bit
of history that goes along with this often controversial railway. Small construction camps were required
to house and feed the rail workers. These hardy men were often of foreign extraction, haling from China,
Italy, Greece and Eastern Europe. They had come west at the invitation of the Canadian government.4
What they brought with them to the west was an ancient cooking method – stone ovens. Since their
discovery, a great deal of interest has arisen as to the ethnic origin of these earthen ovens. What is
known for certain is they have been used by rail construction crews throughout North America and
Australia.
Some claim they were built by the Chinese, but the Chinese seldom baked, as their cooking methods
were generally by steam or flame. While many cultures, including Moors, Greeks and other Europeans,
used these Neolithic stone ovens, it is most likely the ovens at railway camps were built by Italians and
possibly Greeks. They were constructed by using rocks and stones of the immediate
area. The dome shaped cooker would generally be about a meterhigh and two meters wide.
First, a fire is built inside. After it burns down, the coals are raked out. The oven floor is swept clean and then
sprinkled with corn meal or flour. Next the loaves are placed inside after closing the flue hole in the rear of the
oven’s roof; the door is sealed with a piece of metal or a damp cloth.5

The process took two to three hours to prepare the oven. The actual baking required a mere fifteen to
twenty minutes, due to the remarkable heat maintained within the dome. Voila, pane fresco!
It is here, above the tracks near Clinton Creek, such an archaeological gem lays hidden in history.
Imagine more than 100 years ago, railway crews enjoying hot golden-crusted bread baked in a stone
oven in the heart of Gold Country.5
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
See www.llbc.leg.bc.ca Legislative Report, March 12 to 17, 1919 (9 Geo. 5)
Clinton served as the hub for the surrounding area inc. Big Bar, Kelly Lake, Pavilion
Lake, etc.
3 See site page "Last Chance Lake Soda Site", Gold Country GeoTourism Adventures Field Guide
Volume 1, 39.
4 Wynton, A., "Field Guide Agriculture in Alberta: Hoes to High Tech", site page First
Farmers: Encouraging Emigration, Inviting Immigration, 2011 at www.geotourism
canada.com
5 Costello, J., "Gold Rush Archaeology: Excavating the Mother Lode", Archaeology 34 (1981)
Wegars, Priscilla. "Who’s Been Workin’ on the Railroad: An examination of the
Construction, Distribution and Ethnic Origins of Domed Rock Ovens on RailroadRelated Sites", Historical Archaeology, Volume 25
1
2

Harvey, R.G. Carving the Western Path, Heritage House By River, Rail and Road Through Central
and Northern B.C., Surrey 1999
www.en.wikipedia.org "BC Rail History"
MacArthur, Peter. "Chinese Ovens Are Everywhere", Lytton Museum & Archives, Nov. 2008
www.wcra.org West Coast Railway Association
Barman, Jean. The West Beyond The West A History of British Columbia, University
of Toronto Press, 1991.

Letterboxing Clues:
Follow old trail, apprx 90 meters. Cache is by an old fallen tree. View of the creek.
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Paradise Lakes

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Merritt, B.C.

Photo: GCCS

Geocache Location:
N 49°55.393'
W 120°17.052'
Altitude:
1501m
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
4 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2.5
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Hwy 97C (the Okanagan
Connector), take the Elkhart turnoff
and follow the Bobs Lake-Paradise
Lake Road.
Parking Advice:
Adjacent to the cache location.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The high plateau lakes in the Paradise Lakes area were a
long backcountry drive on marginal roads from either
Peachland or Quilchena. Once the snows cleared, the lakes
attracted fishermen ready to travel for 2 hours on bumpy,
muddy roads. That all changed with the construction of the
Okanagan Connector. Now visitors can drive from Merritt
(45km) or from the Okanagan (50km) over Highway 97C
and turn off at the Elkhart Lakes interchange.
Six lakes, five camping areas, one resort, and several trails
can be found by following the Elkhart Road. The paved
route crosses Elkhart Creek, then at two and a half
kilometres a side road can be followed into Elkhart Lake.
The route into Elkhart Lake requires a short hike. There is a
B.C. Forest Service Campsite there, large enough for 3
tents, situated above the lake. Outhouses, tables, and boat
launch are found at the site. The whole area
was logged in 2010, providing more-open sites to camp.
Elkhart Lake is about 1km long and is of interest to
fishermen, hunters, and campers.
Continuing north to the 6km mark (from the Connector) is
a short road down to Bob’s Lake. There is another B.C.
Forest Service Campsite there with 3 sites. The main road
turns to gravel beyond this turn-off and the fork going right
(east) continues to Paradise Lake.
A rustic fishing camp was established at Paradise Lake in
1949 by Gordon Mountfort, a resident of Summerland.
Various owners ran the camp until 1992 when it was
upgraded to a modern fishing resort. At an altitude of
about 5000 feet, the dark lake is known for its large trout
and year-round fishing. There is also a small B.C. Forest
Service Campsite on the north side of the lake.

The road continues on past the resort to Island Lake. There is a larger campsite at the lake with the usual
facilities, including a boat launch. From either Paradise Lake or Island Lake, numerous side trails lead to
small lakes, including Johns Lake, Another Lake, and And Another Lake. (No typos, here – these are the
names of the lakes.)
Back at the Elkhart Road junction, a rough road (4WD recommended) leads west to Boot Lake. There
are four campsites on the side of the lake, mostly used by fishermen, hunters, and snowmobilers.
Following the highway 12km west to the Sunset Interchange, another set of high-country lakes offer
more opportunities by taking the rough 4WD Reservoir Lake Road. From the recreations campsite (4
sites), access to Skunk Lake and Walker Lake are walk-in, making these lakes secluded and quiet.
Whichever lake, resort, or campsite is chosen in the Paradise Lakes area, the lakes, trails, and routes
offer opportunities for fishing, outdoor activities, geocaching and exploring.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
http://www.paradiselakeresort.ca/,website
http://www.sitesandtrailsbc.ca/, website
Mussio, Russell and Wesley. Thompson Okanagan Backroad Mapbook, Mussio Ventures, Coquitlam, 2010
Shewchuk, Murphy. Coquihala Trips and Trails, Fitzhenry Whiteside, Markham Ontario, 2007
Coordinates
Elkhart Interchange: N 49°52.572' W 120°18.655'
Elkhart Lake: N 49°53.690' W 120°18.718'
Paradise Lake : N 49°55.247' W 120°16.927'
Island Lake : N 49°55.495' W 120°17.160'
Letterboxing Clues:
Behind a rock, behind the Paradise Lake Forest Service Site sign.

Code: GC3P6RE
Written and
Researched by
Barbara Roden

Agriculture

Parke Ranch
Photo: Barbara Roden

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Cache Creek, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°49.333'
W 121°20.440'
Ownership:
Privately Owned
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Heading towards Cache Creek from
the North, look for Gold Country
information sign and pullout on the
right.
Parking Advice:
Park at the pullout for the info sign.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

When he emigrated to Canada from County Sligo in
western Ireland, Philip Parke probably dreamt of striking it
rich in the goldfields of northern British Columbia. The
ambitious young man must have soon realized, however,
that there was vast potential in the rich land around Cache
Creek, and that more money could be made by ranching
than by moiling for gold.
For a number of years Parke took various jobs around the
area, working for a time for Clement Cornwall and running
Cornwall’s roadhouse at Ashcroft Manor. In 1865 he
partnered with Charles Semlin to purchase Bonaparte
House in Cache Creek, and three years later sold his share
in the business.
The proceeds from the sale almost certainly helped him to
buy land northwest of Cache Creek, and before long the
Buonaparte Ranch (as it was then called; the “u” was later
dropped from the name) had been cleared, irrigation ditches
built, hay planted, and a cattle herd started.
As the Bonaparte Ranch became more developed, Philip
Parke turned his attention to an adjoining valley to the
south. Hat Creek Valley, running from north to south
roughly halfway between the Thompson and Fraser
Rivers, boasted fertile valley bottom fields, abundant
timber, and lush open grasslands where the grass grew as
high as a horse’s belly. It was already owned, by Parke’s
former employer Clement Cornwall, but Parke owned
something Cornwall wanted: water rights for Cornwall’s
Hibernia Ranch, near Ashcroft Manor. In 1900 the two men
did a swap, and Philip Parke set about establishing the
ranch which was originally called The Meadows.
Philip Parke never built a permanent dwelling at The
Meadows; he and his wife lived at the Bonaparte, with

Philip making the arduous journey (three days herding cattle; two days in a wagon; several hours on a
horse using a mountain shortcut) between the two properties as necessary. The Parkes had
no children, but in the late nineteenth century Philip’s nephew Henry arrived from Ireland, and
eventually joined his uncle at the Bonaparte. Soon after that he purchased land in Hat Creek Valley
adjoining The Meadows, and moved there with his family. The two properties were known jointly as the
Parke Ranch, Upper Hat Creek.
Henry, his wife Isobella, and their four children lived on the Parke Ranch, first in a small log cabin with
a sod roof and then in a spacious two-storey frame house built around 1910. Although they have been
modernized since, the two buildings are still extant, and still recognizable as the houses seen in
early photographs. When Philip Parke died in 1927, Henry took over the running of both the Bonaparte
and Parke Ranches until his death in 1941. Henry’s only son, Arthur, carried on the tradition, although
he and his family lived at Bonaparte, with Arthur making the still-difficult trip between
the two properties many dozens of times over the next forty years.
When Arthur Parke died in 1967 his two sons Alan and Gordon took over the properties and ran them
together until 1970, when the land, machinery, and livestock were split. Alan took over the Bonaparte,
while Gordon and his family settled in Upper Hat Creek at what became the Gordon Parke
Ranch. Before retiring to Vancouver, Gordon Parke served as President of both the B.C. Cattlemen’s
Association and the Canadian Cattlemen’s Association. A fifth generation of the Parke family, Gordon’s
son Brian, now lives in Upper Hat Creek, overseeing much of the ranching property in the valley.
In March 2012 Gordon Parke was inducted into the B.C. Cowboy Hall of Fame, in the category “Pioneer
Rancher”.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Parke, Gordon (1993). The Parke Ranch, Upper Hat Creek: Four Generations. Cache Creek, B.C. Kamloops, B.C.:
Plateau Press.
(2012) Sagebrush, Steers and Saddlesores: The Parke Family—Five
Generations at Upper Hat Creek. Retrieved June 2012 from
“Community Memories” at virtualmuseum.ca: http://www.musee virtuel-virtualmuseum.ca/sgc-cms/
histoires_de_chez_nous-community_memories/pm_v2.php?id=story_line&lg=English&fl=0&ex=
379&sl=2852&pos=1
Letterboxing Clues:
Looking at the Gold Country Information sign hike
up short hill. Located at top under sagebrush.
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Geological & Views

Pavilion Lake

Site Identification

Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Cache Creek, B.C. (Southeast)
& Clinton, B.C. (Northeast)
Geocache Location:
N 50°50.962'
W 121°42.734'
Altitude:
810m/ 2657ft
Date Established:
1956 adding Pavilion Lake in 2001;
355 hectares
Ownership:
Provinicial Park
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2
Overall Terrain: 3.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Highway 97 turn west onto the
scenic route Highway 99 South at the Hat
Creek Heritage Ranch; follow the road for
about 30 kilometers to Marble Canyon
Provincial Park at the easternmost
wetlands of the lake and continue a few
kilometers to Pavilion Lake

Parking Advice:
Park at pull off

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The history of Pavilion Lake stretches beyond another
world and is a magical treasure.1 Some 10,000 years ago,
beneath the watchful guard of the statuesque Chimney
Rock, carbonate structures were developing along
the floor of the lake with the help of micro-organisms – and
a spectacular underwater garden was slowly been sculpted.2
The formations, known as microbialites, were common
between 2.5 billion and 540 million years ago, but have
seldom formed since that time. Although there are a few
world lakes that have these more recent spectacular
formations, including nearby Kelly Lake, they remain rare.
First discovered by scuba divers in the 1990’s, the
magnificence of these ancient microbialites has been a
constant source of interest and observation. So unique is the
underwater garden in Pavilion Lake, since 2004 the North
American Space Agency (NASA), the Canadian Space
Agency (CSA), the Vancouver Aquarium, Donnie Reid and
Darlene Lim, the principle investigator, have joined
together as the Pavilion Lake Research Project to explore,
map and study these marvellous freshwater structures.
The microbialites are complex and the diversity of these
structures is great, although they fall into basically four
morphological characteristics – cauliflower or bulbous,
chimney, artichoke and coral. Formed underwater in layers
by the trapping of sediment grains by prokaryotic
cyanobacteria and simple eukaryotes such as green
algae, the microbialites create carpet-like-reefs of varying
densities and sizes along the lake bed –somewhat like an
underwater garden of beautiful carbonate shrubbery.
What ideal conditions were created in the lake to produce
these unusual structures? What were the contributing
environmental factors required to established these diverse

life forms scattered around the lake bottom? There are many questions being asked and a great deal of
research being gathered by a number of professionals from a variety of disciplines. Is it possible that
these microbialites may provide some answers to help scientists better know what to look for when
exploring other planets for life?
Canadian astronaut Chris Hadfield has been working on the team with Reid and Lim voyaging deep into
the 65-metre depths and along the lake floor in a small one-person submarine shooting videos, snapping
photos and removing small rock samples with a robotic arm. To date over 70,000 photos of the
microbialites in the six kilometer lake are being catalogued, and the samples are being studied for
ancient and mutated bacteria and other microorganisms.3
What tales these microbialites will tell the experts. Whether exploring deep into outer space or the deep
waters of Pavilion Lake; Lim, Reid, Hadfield, NASA and CSA, have been travelling and charting the
mysteries and magnificence of magical unknown spaces – whether above or below the earth. What’s
truly amazing is that one of the greatest voyages and discoveries is right here at Pavilion Lake in the
heart of Gold Country. Now that’s a treasure!
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
The name Pavilion comes from the French word for flag. It is believed the French Canadian fur traders noticed a
white flag at the gravesite of Shuswap Chief Te-empt near the foot of the Marble Range near the lake. Pavilion
Mountain is at N 50°58.24' W 121°41.05'
2 Chimney Rock, a limestone formation in Marble Canyon, was named K’lpalekw by the Secwepmec
3 To participate in the Pavilion Mapper Project visit www.pavilionlake.com and scroll down to Mapper
www.astrobio.net Astrobiology Magazine, A NASA sponsored online astrobiology magazine – a study of life in
the universe
http://geobc.gov.bc.ca/index.html GeoBC – Government of BC
Geographic Services
www.pavilionlake.com Pavilion Lake Research Project
Payton, Bryan. "Lake of Ages," British Columbia Magazine, Spring 2012
1

Letterboxing Clues:
From pullout follow trail to lake. Hang a right before trail
ends, about 15 ft in bush, base of shrub tree.
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Rails & Trails

Porcupine Creek Canyon

Site Identification

Photo: Jack Taylor

Nearest Community:
Clinton, B.C.
Site Location:
N 51°02.47'
W 121°48.38'
Geocache Location:
N 51°05.057'
W 121°48.811'
Altitude:
1520m
Date Established:
1995
Ownership:
Provincial Park

Accuracy:
5 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
High clearance vehicle i.e. 4x4 recommended.
Steep rocky road. Approximately 40 minutes
from Hwy 97 to trailhead. From Highway
97 turn west on Kelly Lake Rd. at the south
end of Clinton; continue for about 16 km to
Jesmond Rd.; continue for another 5.5 km
to the signpost Porcupine Creek Trail at the
unmarked road on the right; travel another
5.3 km to the trail head – the trail begins
about 800m past the corral & on the other
side of Porcupine Creek.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

High in the Cariboo is one of the most spectacular views of
ancient geological formations in British Columbia. The
Marble Range was created some 500 million years ago and
lies atop the southwest edge of the Cariboo Plateau.1 The
geology is generally a mix of dolomite and limestone.
The range runs a length of approximately 65 kilometers and
is about 20 kilometers in width covering an area of more
than 1200 kilometers.
The unusual looking limestone is known as karst
topography. First recognized by renowned geographer, and
the “father of karst geomorphology”, Jovan Cvijic named
the formations for the Kras region of Slovenia where his
scientific research of the unique geology first took place.2
The formations and landscape are the result of water action
dissolving limestone, dolomite or marble. The geological
process occurs over thousands of years creating unusual
surfaces both above and below ground including caves,
sinkholes, gorges, springs, disappearing and underground
streams, and vertical shafts.
A magnificent view of the ancient geomorphology can be
reached by traversing the trail that runs along Porcupine
Creek through the canyon and up to Lime Ridge. The
journey to the trail takes a scenic route along the border of
Edge Hills Provincial Park and the trail proper follows the
creek into Marble Range Provincial Park.
Once at the trailhead, the hike is a pleasant jaunt through
the pine and mixed forest following the sweet sound of the
creek below. Porcupine Creek flows south from the range
and into Kelly Lake in Downing Provincial Park at the
southern end of Edge Hills. The trail is rich with colourful
wild flowers and a variety of wild berries. Much of the

flora once provided the Secwepmec people with an abundance of food, dyes and herbal medicines. Keep
alert to the many animals that may be watching from the cover of the woods. Deer are plentiful.
When the trail crosses the creek the path leads through a gully and eventually winds to the right
to follow a steeper climb up to the ridge. The ridge exposes the hiker to the magnificent view of the
range against a deep blue sky and the thick forest carpeting the valley. While many may choose to sit
and absorb the remarkable geology, others may want to stroll the ridge in search of other views of the
range and the valley below.
Be sure to take along binoculars, they will give you the opportunity to possibly sight a small herd of
bighorn sheep. The range is a major migration path for these amazingly sure-footed creatures, as they
navigate the steep cliffs and alpine landscape, moving from the Fraser River canyons into the nearby
provincial parklands.
Be alert, as the alpine ridge is exposed to the elements and subject to changing weather conditions, often
with strong winds. Also, there is little reprieve from the heat of the mid-day sun, so be sure to take along
a hat and plenty of sunscreen and water. Regardless of the caveat, the hike and the views are well worth
the trip to what feels like the top of the world. The Porcupine Creek Canyon trail takes one to a world
where the scenic landscape is unparalleled. This magnificent ridge, with a splendid view of a unique
and ancient geological wonder, reigns high above the Cariboo Plateau in the heart of Gold Country.
Letterboxing Clues:
Travel to trailhead parking lot. Walk up trail approximately 15 metres. Look right to juniper bush.

BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
1
2

See also "Marble Canyon", Gold Country GeoTourism Adventures, Field Guide Volume 1, 105.
Jovan Cvijic b. 1865 d. 1927; karst is the German term for the Kras region

Campbell, Colin. Trails of the Southern Cariboo, Rocky Mountain
Books, Surrey, British Columbia 2009
www.for.gov.bc.ca, "Karst in British Columbia", Forests, Lands and Natural Resources Operations, Victoria 1997
www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks BC Parks
www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents/bighorn.pdf "Bighorn sheep of British Columbia", Government of British Columbia 2000
Credit: Jack Taylor
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Agriculture
Quilchena

Site Identification
Photo: Baillie Stewart

Nearest Community:
Quilchena B.C., Merritt, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°10.250'
W 120°29.111'
Altitude:
941m
Ownership:
Private Property
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Merritt take Hwy 5A approx 25 km
to Quilchena. Continue to follow
Highway 5A to Pennask Lake Road
and turn right.

Parking Advice:
Adjacent to cache site.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The Quilchena Ranch stands at the side of the Highway
across from Nicola Lake after more than one hundred
years. Today the Quilchena Ranch is 28,000 acres of
deeded property and has about 4000 head of cattle each
year. The Hotel, built in 1908, is still open for business,
now next to an RV Park, a golf course, a general store, and
a restaurant. Nearby development includes the Sagebrush
Golf and Sporting Club, a sailing center on Nicola
Lake and housing developments.
The start of this goes back to the 1870’s when the Guichon
brothers left France for the gold fields of California and the
Cariboo. They turned successfully to pack train and
supplying beef for the Gold Rush. With 10 years of
experience and profit from managing cattle, the brothers
turnedto ranching and acquiring land in the Nicola Valley
area. They settled at Mamit Lake, Chapperon Lake, and at
Nicola Lake. Joseph Guichon settled at Quilchena in 1882,
which was then called the Home Ranch, and by 1890 it was
the largest cattle ranch of the area with 2000 head.
Joseph continued to add more land holdings to the ranch,
including the property which the hotel now sits on in 1908.
He built the Quilchena Hotel and it opened in July 1908,
advertising “European elegance in a western setting.” The
hotel was an overnight stopover for stagecoaches and was
a popular spot due to its location on the shores of Nicola
Lake. It was considered one of the finest hotels of the
Interior. Polo, rodeo, and horse racing were popular on
nearby meadows.
The hotel’s business declined during World War 1 and was
further damaged by prohibition and the rise of the
automobile. The hotel closed in 1917. It was lived in by
Guichon’s relatives but had no electricity until 1958. It was
reopened by Joseph’s (Old Joe) grandson, Guy Rose. He

turned the polo ground into a golf course and renovated the hotel. Guy and his wife have built the hotel
up over the last 50+ years using the profits from the cattle operation to support the hotel business. It is
now billed as a “boutique hotel” with 15 rooms and fine dining. Visitors come to the hotel for the
ambience, not modern facilities. It is open from April to October for general reservations and during the
winter for special group bookings. The bar features an 1884 Heintzmann Grand Piano and furnishings
reflect the heritage nature of the hotel. Ask the hotel staff about the 3 bullet holes in the door.
Nearby points of interest include the junction to Pennask Lake, the road to Douglas Lake and the
Douglas Lake Cattle Company, the community of Nicola, and Monck Provincial Park. Nicola Lake is
known for its fine sailing with the winds picking up most afternoons. Fisherman can launch their boats
at multiple stops along the lake. Rainbow trout and Kokanee are fished from April to November. The
whole area has a beautiful setting of rolling hills of sagebrush and grass with treed slopes at higher
elevations. Quilchena sits in the middle of this valley inviting us to explore.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
www.quilchena.com
Shewchuk, Murphy. Exploring the Nicola Valley, Douglas and McIntyre, Vancouver, 1981
http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/news/westcoastnews/story.html?id=9109a6ad-a4c8-4080-a8e6-05729819ffd3
News story on Guy Rose.
Letterboxing Clues:
From the Hwy 5A junction onto Pennask Lake Road look for a large boulder that is on the
right just after the second corner. Cache is behind boulder.
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Geological & Views

Red Lake

Site Identification
Photo: Doug Smith

Nearest Community:
Savona, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°52.580'
W 120°46.476'
Altitude:
952m
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Follow the Red Lake Road from
Kamloops or the Sabiston Creek Road
from Savona. From Hwy 1, take Sabiston
Rd and follow for approx 24 km until you
reach Copper Creek Road. Follow Copper
Creek Road until you reach Red Lake.
Approximately 36 km from Hwy 1.

Parking Advice:
A small parking area at the south side of
the lake, right at the boat launch.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The Red Lake Road follows a route through the hills to the
north of Kamloops Lake, connecting Tranquille to Savona.
This 75 kilometre route follows the Tranquille River for
over half its route, then winds through valleys to a high
viewpoint over the lake, and down the dry hills to the west
end of Savona.
Starting at the west end of Kamloops, the Red Lake Road
veers around Tranquille, a tuberculosis sanatorium
established in 1907 which later became a sanatorium for the
mentally handicapped until it closed in 1984. The road
crosses the Tranquille River that was the site of a minor
gold rush starting in 1858 and continuing into the next
century. The road climbs the hills through Lac du Bois
Provincial Park past the Dewdrop Range. The red cliffs
above the Dewdrop range are the result of a 50 million year
old lava flow. The Dewdrop Trail starts from the plateau
and climbs the escarpment to the rim and then follows the
ridges overlooking Kamloops Lake.
Past the Dewdrop Range, the road passes the Pimple, a
lookout over the spectacular Tranquille River Canyon. For
the next 15 km, the road winds through the canyon, before
crossing the Tranquille River and into the bottom of the
valley. The road continues northwest past a few
Backcountry ranches, two B.C. Forest Service recreational
sites, a small waterfall, and some old buildings before
emerging into a more open, grassland and forest
environment.
Near the Km 33 sign, the Heller Creek Forest Service Road
heads north toward Truda Lake and beyond to Tranquille
Lake. About 3km beyond is an important intersection. The
right fork goes to Criss Creek, a small community
established in the early 1900’s. Backroad explorers can opt
to follow side roads to the Seven Lakes Road back onto the

Sabiston-Red Lake Road or beyond towards the Deadman’s Valley. In dry conditions, these
routes are interesting, but good maps/GPS basemaps, good clearance, and a full gas tank is
recommended. This is the highest point on the road and if we follow the road to the left it leads down to
Red Lake. There is a small community here surrounding the long narrow. At 950m elevation the lake is
a favorite from mid-Spring through November, featuring both brook trout and rainbow trout. There is
an undeveloped boat launch and a small rustic campsite on the lake.
The road descends the Carabine Creek Valley with a number of photo opportunities in a picturesque
setting. At the Copper Creek junction a road leads down to Copper Creek, formerly a stop on the
Hudson’s Bay Brigade Trail and later was a CNR settlement. It was also an area where the First
Nations people obtained copper near the surface. East of Copper Creek is Painted Bluffs Provincial Park.
The clay and rock formations are rich in copper, iron, and cinnabar, providing a display of greens,
orange, and red hues on eroded ridges. The park is not easily accessible by land. B.C.
Parks recommends the area should be approached by boat on Kamloops Lake.
The road continues along the dry hills over Kamloops Lake on the Sabiston Creek Road with many fine
views to the south before starting a descent down the hills to the Trans Canada Highway west of Savona.
The entire route is a slow drive, best taken in dry conditions. There are many scenic spots along the way
to take photos, to geocache, and to explore Gold Country.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Saemerow, Mona. Then and Now, The Road to Red Lake
Minimona Publishing, Kamloops, B.C. 2008
Shewchuk, Murray. Cariboo Trips and Trails, Fitzhenry Whiteside,
Markham, Ontario, 2008
Shewchuk, Murray. Backroads Explorer, Volume 1 McLean Hunter,
Vancouver, B.C., 1985
Mussio, Russell and Wesley. Thompson Okanagan BC Backroad
Mapbook, Mussio Ventures Ltd., Coquitlam, BC 2010
Favrholdt, Ken Curator, Kamloops Museum and Archives “Gold at Tranquille” From the Archives

Coordinates
Start of the Red Lake Road: N 50°43.550' W 120°30.441'
Sabiston Creek Road/Highway #1: N 50°45.430' W 120°53.319'
Heller Creek Road Junction: N 50°54.933' W 120°44.027'
Red Lake-Criss Creek Junction: N 50°54.452' W 120°46.354'
Copper Creek Junction: N 50°48.352' W 120°46.604'
Letterboxing Clues: In the rocks near the parking area.
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Geological & Views

Salmon Valley

Site Identification
Photo: Baillie Stewart

Nearest Community:
Quilchena B.C.,
Merritt, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°19.444'
W 119°58.339'
Altitude:
941m
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Follow the Douglas Lake-Salmon Valley
Road for approx. 56 km from Quilchena.
Go past Douglas Lake Ranch and
Salmon Lake. Pull off is just past the
unmarked forest service road that is on
the right.

Parking Advice:
At pull off on Douglas Lake Road

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Salmon River Route
Travelers from the Okanagan heading into Gold Country
usually go over Highway 97C (Okanagan Connector) to
Aspen Grove, then down to Merritt. There is another route,
though from the North Okanagan, the Salmon River Route.
This is a quiet and scenic backroad with much to see
for anyone wanting to explore a new area.
Westwold is 61 kilometers northwest of Vernon on
Highway 97. During the Fur Trade, it was called Grande
Prairie and was a camp for the fur brigades along the
Hudson Bay Company Trail connecting Fort Kamloops
with Fort Okanagan. Today it is a rural farming/ranching
community. Near the north end of Westwold, turn left
(west) onto the Salmon Valley/ Douglas Lake Road. The
Salmon River flows south past Falkland, then east and
north to Salmon Arm and into Shuswap Lake. This road
starts as a paved road, but turns to gravel. It follows the
Salmon River upstream at the bottom of the narrow river
valley, climbing gradually up to the Douglas Plateau. There
are two small forest service recreation sites at 17 km.
Weyman Creek Falls Forest Service Site has a short trail up
to the waterfall.
Leaving a wetter Interior zone at Westwold, the road
climbs to the Interior grasslands and at 35 kilometres
arrives at Salmon Lake. The Douglas Lake Ranch has a
resort on the lake, known for fly fishing for stocked
Rainbow trout. Continuing west is Rush Lake and then
Chapperon Lake, one of the first ice-free lakes of the area.
First Nation people established a seasonal fish camp here
early in the spring.

All of the lands on either side of the road are open rangeland, part of the Douglas Lake Cattle Company.
The eastern center operations are located on the east shores of Chapperon Lake.
Canada’s largest working cattle ranch, the Douglas Lake Cattle Company’s Home Ranch is on the
shores of Douglas Lake. The company owns 222,750 hectares (over half a million acres) and averages
20,000 head of cattle and 300 horses each year. The first settler here was in 1872 and in 1884, the
Douglas Lake Cattle Company was formed. There have been many owners over the years and the
fortunes of the ranch have had peaks and valleys. Today the ranch employs 75 people, some of whom
have been with the ranch for their entire working careers. The company also owns the Alkali Lake
Ranch and runs resorts on Minnie Lake, Salmon Lake, and Stoney Lake.
At the west end of Douglas Lake, the road crosses into the Spahomin Indian Reserve. Grasslands stretch
in both directions as the road parallels the Nicola River. Side roads go up to Minnie Lake, Glimpse Lake
and Hamilton Mountain and the Douglas Lake-Salmon Valley Road ends at the Nicola Lake Indian
Reserve on Highway 5A. South lies Quilchena and the Nicola Valley. North is a string of lakes on the
way to Kamloops. The Salmon Valley route covers 78.5 km, linking Highway 97 to Highway 5A,
offering views of ranches, fishing lakes, grasslands, pioneer buildings, cattle grazing, and cowboys at
work.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
http://www.douglaslake.com/
Shewchuk, Murphy. Coquihalla Trips and Trails, Fitzhenry Whiteside, 2007
Mussio, Russell and Wesley. Thompson Okanagan Mapbook, Mussio Ventures ltd. 2010
Shewchuk, Murphy. Coquihalla Country, An Outdoor Recreation Guide, Sonotek, 1990

Coordinates
Junction of Highway 97 and the Salmon Valley Road: N 50°28.401 W 119°46.926
Salmon Lake: N 50°16.434' W 120°00.231'
Chapperon Lake: N 50°13.266' W 120°03.450'
Douglas Lake Cattle Company: N 50°09.994' W 120°12.087'
Junction of Highway 5A and the Douglas Lake Road: N 50°11.528' W 120°28.375'
Letterboxing Clues: By big log.

Code: GC3P3W3
Written and
Researched by
Barbara Roden

Geological & Views

Savona Mountain

Site Identification

Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Savona, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°41.884'
W 120°49.173'
Altitude:
1510m/4,954ft
Ownership:
Provincial Park
Accuracy:
4 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2.5
Overall Terrain: 2.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Good 4x4, good clearance. Back
Country. From Highway 1 in Savona
turn right at Tunkwa Lake Road and
travel 12.1 km until (402FSR). Turn off
of Tunkwa Lake Road onto (402FSR).
Follow 8.3 km to cell towers. No rights
or lefts off of 4x4 trail.

Parking Advice:
Park at cell towers off of 4x4 trail.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Rising some 4,000 feet above the surrounding landscape,
Savona Mountain affords outstanding views over the
Thompson River valley. Cliffs, canyons, and dry ridges,
along with lakes, marshland, and high elevation grassland,
give a superb overview of the diversity of the region; while
a pictograph in excellent condition, and ancient burial sites,
are evidence of the presence of First Nations people for
many hundreds of years.
Savona Mountain is formed by the remnants of a shield
volcano. A shield volcano is formed by a highly fluid
eruption of lava, which is low and spreads outwards,
covering a large area. The eroded summit of Mount Savona
has a large number of shallow caves, which contain
Interesting rock formations of agates and green opals.
Contrary to what some might think, the caves themselves
were not used for burial purposes by the Secwepemc
(Shuswap) First Nations people of the area, who believed
that the harmful spirits they called the “land mysteries”
lived in places such as caves. Instead, burial was made near
a village, generally on a low side-hill, edges of terraces, or
on sandy knolls. Items of value to the deceased—such as
knives and moccasins—were buried with the body, and a
pole erected over the burial site would contain more of the
deceased’s property, as well as offerings from friends.
Wealthier people re-buried the bones of their relatives, and
left new offerings, every few years. Remains of some of
these burial sites are evident on Savona Mountain.
The Secwepemc people also believed that certain cave
paintings— pictographs—had mysterious qualities, and
could hide or show themselves at will. They were thought
to have been made by the people of long-ago, but through
the power of the dead, or the supernatural influence
remaining in them, became spiritualized. Another belief

was that such paintings had been made by the spirit of the place itself. The pictographs in the Savona
Mountain caves are painted in the red colour common to such artwork. Red was symbolic of life, good
luck, and virtue.
Another feature at Savona Mountain is the Coyote Rock. This was the name given by the Secwepemc
people to a particular type of geographic feature found throughout the area, the most famous example
being the Balancing Rock off Highway 1 west of Savona. A “coyote rock” is formed when a cap rock of
hard material sits atop sedimentary rock, silt, and sand, which is gradually eroded away to form a
column or pillar with the cap rock balanced on top. The Secwepemc people believed that these coyote
rocks were land markers created by the Old One, or Creator, and his chief assistant Coyote, who left
them behind to remind the Secwepemc of their responsibilities, and mark their territory.
In addition to such common Gold Country vegetation as Ponderosa pines and Douglas fir, Mount
Savona contains the highest elevational known occurrence of the Fame flower, which occurs in Canada
only in the southern interior of B.C. The Fame flower is a low, ground covering plant shaped like a mat,
with waxy green, roundish leaves. It favours south- or southwest-facing expanses of flat volcanic rock,
and blooms from late May through July with small flowers (usually white, but also appearing in shades
of pink and yellow).
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
See site page “Balancing Rock”, Gold Country GeoTourism Adventures Field
Guide Volume 1, 129.

Goward, Trevor and Knight, Helen (1994). “The Fameflower (Talinum sediforme): Portrait of a Northwest
Endemic”. Victoria: Royal British Columbia Museum.
Teit, James (1909). The Jesup North Pacific Expedition: Memoir of the American Museum of Natural History, New York.
Volume II Part VII: The Shuswap. New York: G.E. Stechert & Co.
Retrieved June 2012 from “British Columbia: BC Parks”: http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/
mt_savona/
Retrieved June 2012 from “First Nations: Land Rights and Environmentalism in British Columbia”: http://
www.firstnations.de/development/secwepemc.htm
Retrieved June 2012 from OurBC.com: British Columbia Travel and Discovery: http://www.ourbc.com/travel_bc/
bc_cities/thompson_okanagan/savona.htm
Credit: Kurt Evans

Letterboxing Clues:
At base of fallen rotted tree in an open rocky area.
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Seton Ridge Trail

Site Identification
Photo: Wayne Robinson

Nearest Community:
Lillooet, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°38.913'
W 122°07.020'
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
5 meters
Overall Difficulty: 3
Overall Terrain: 4.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From the Mile 0 cairn on Main Street
follow Hwy 99 South on the Duffey
Lake Road for 19.5 km and turn right
on Seton Ridge Forstery Service Road.
Cross the bridge over Cayoosh Creek,
and continue on about 6 km to flat area
on the left. Trail is adequately marked
with flagging tape. 4x4 with high
clearance.

Parking Advice:
Park in pull out. Trail starts to your left.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Seton Ridge follows the height of the land with dizzyingly
steep drops of nearly 1600 meters to either side. Seton
Ridge is the eastern terminus of the Cayoosh Ranges of the
Coast Mountains of British Columbia. To the north of the
trail is Seton Lake and to the south, the Cayoosh Creek
valley. Cayoosh Creek originates just west of Duffy Lake
in Cayoosh Pass, close to Lillooet Lake. Seton Lake is
classified as a freshwater fjord that drains to the east into
Cayoosh Creek which is referred to as the Seton River in
the BC Freshwater Fishing Regulations. Seton Lake’s
actual depth is not entirely known but is known to exceed
500 meters. Although it is called a lake, Seton is a
reservoir; the eastern end was dammed as a part of the
Bridge River Power complex that was completed in 1960.
Where the Seton Lake gorge joins the Cayoosh Canyon, it
creates an area known by the local St’at’imic people as
Nkoopmtch (meaning: water crossing over); this large gap
punches a hole into the Fraser Canyon wall, easily visible
from Seton Ridge.
As you ascend the trail take the time to pause for a breath
and to take in the view. This is the sub-alpine forest, rich in
plant life not found in the dry valleys below. In fact, the
vegetation you find here will be similar to what you can
expect to find on the eastern ranges of the Coast Mountains,
along the Cayoosh Creek, up to Duffy Lake; beyond the
lake the plant life changes significantly as you enter the
temperate rainforest of the Pacific Coast. Expect to see: the
yellow Round-Leaved Violet (Viola orbiculata),
Prince’s- Pine (Chimaphiila umbellata) and Falsebox (Pachistima
mirsinites).

In June you may spot an exception of the above statement,
the delicate orchid named the Fairy Slipper (Calypso

bulbosa). If you are familiar with this flower, you will notice that the local population found on Seton
Ridge displays numerous magenta spots over its lower petal or ‘lip’ with white hairs; these
characteristics are found in populations located within the Coastal Temperate Rainforest. This is very
different from the populations found east of the Fraser River and Carpenter Lake which are usually a
softer pink, are missing any spots on the ‘lip’ and displays a cluster of yellow hairs. Please resist the
urge to pick this flower. It is disappearing at an alarming rate; once picked, the Fairy Slipper will die
and not return the following year. The presence of this ‘costal’ variation of this orchid is a testament to
the transitional climate that Seton Ridge is located in.

Seton Ridge was named by A.C. Anderson, a Hudson Bay Company explorer and surveyor that was
commissioned in 1858 by Governor Douglas to find a route from Harrison Lake through Lillooet to the
Upper Fraser River. The route he proposed included navigating Seton Lake which lies directly north,
adjacent to Seton Ridge. Colonel Alexander Seton was a relative and childhood friend of A.C.
Anderson. Seton served the British Empire during the Kaffir War and was killed on February 26, 1852
while commanding the HMS Birkenhead which sank, destined for the Cape of Good Hope. Colonel Seton
was killed during the tragedy, 445 of the 634 passengers perished.
Detailed Access Information:
The forestry road leading to the trailhead is rough, has loose gravel, rocks and many switch backs.
It is possible to continue along the ridge an additional 3 km past the Geocache and reach an alpine
summit. The trail to the summit is vague at times and requires additional elevation gain. This should
only be attempted by strong hikers with good mountain sense and the ability to navigate with a map.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Akrigg, G.P.V. & Helen. (1973). 1001 British Columbia Place Names. Vancouver: Discovery Press
Parish, Coupe, Lloyd. (1996). Plants of Southern Interior British Columbia and the Inland Northwest.
Vancouver, BC: Lone Pine Publishing
“Shalath & Seton Lake” (2012). http://www.cayoosh.net/seton.html
“Wikipedia: Seton Lake” (2012). http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seton_Lake
Letterboxing Clues:
From trail head hike up trail for 2.3 km to the first look out of Seton Lake where the trail is not as steep.
Hidden just off the trail.
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Skihist

The Cariboo Wagon Road
Site Identification

Photo: GCCS

Nearest Community:
Lytton, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°15.173'
W 121°30.543'
Ownership:
Provinicial Park
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From downtown Lytton drive approx.
6 km towards Spences Bridge on Hwy 1.
The turnoff for Skihist campground is
on the right hand side. If arriving from
Spences Bridge the turnoff is on the left.

Parking Advice:
Park by the large restroom area. Do not
block sani station.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Prior to 1861, the only link to the Cariboo Gold Fields of
British Columbia was a series of narrow trails traversing
over mountains, along canyons and through valleys. Most
of these trails were mostly created by First Nation People
who used them to travel between villages located
throughout the interior. Traveling these trails was limited to
about four months of the year due to snow.
The Hudson’s Bay Company had used a trail system from
Fort Kamloops to Fort Yale, but this system was abandoned
in 1858. Another Hudson’s Bay trail still active at that time
allowed travel between from Fort Kamloops and Fort Hope.
In 1858, Governor of the Crown Colony British Columbia,
James Douglas, focused his attention on a finding another
route from Port Douglas located at the North end of
Harrison Lake using trails and a chain of lakes to Lillooet.
The task was to upgrade and build short trails connecting
the series of waterways to Lillooet. A company of 500 men
completed construction of the mule /wagon trail between
Port Douglas (Harrison Lake) and Lillooet with only some
sections wide enough to support wagons in about a month’s
time. The overall length was 100 miles. Over time this
route became too costly and cumbersome to ship goods and
did not support the need to access the gold bearing sand
bars along the Fraser River from Yale to Lytton.
Another route had to be found.
A series of existing trails traversed the steep walls of the
Fraser Canyon; however, none were suitable for carrying
heavy loads of supplies up river. In 1862, Douglas
proposed building an 18 foot wide wagon trail road from
Yale to Barkerville, covering a distance of 400 miles. This
road would navigate through the Fraser Canyon to Lytton,
then on to Cook’s Ferry (Spence’s Bridge), before reaching

Barkerville. The new road was built in sections by various contractors for varying amounts of money
and completed in fall of 1865. Narrow and in places hazardous, this new roadway made its way along
the steep cliffs of the Fraser Canyon. Even with this liability, this new wagon road allowed stagecoaches
and freight wagons from Vancouver to access the B.C. Interior / Cariboo regions. Part of this historic
wagon road was preserved by the Provincial Government when the Skihist Provincial Park was
established in 1956. This became an overnight stopping point for visitors travelling to and from the
interior of B.C. on Highway 1. Skihist, named after Skihist Mountain located near the southern boundary
of the Stein Valley, lies approximately 20 kilometers west of Lytton. The name comes from a Thompson
Indian name that can be translated as 'great crack between rocks' or 'split rock.' This fine mountain was
where the young First Nation people went to train for guardian spirit power.
As you are exploring this 150 year old road, take the time to imagine a BX Stagecoach down this 18 foot
path. Picture this wagon loaded with supplies and people on a journey to the wilds of the Cariboo Gold
Fields.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/skihist/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fraser_Canyon_Gold_Rush
Letterboxing Clues:
From restroom area follow trail on the left of outhouse for 60m. Turn left onto paved road and follow for 24m. Look
for small pine trees on the left. Located at base of young fir.
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Stake Lake Trail

Site Identification

Photo: Vesta Giles

Nearest Community:
Logan Lake, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°30.917'
W 120°28.531'
Altitude:
1333m
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
4 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 2
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Approx 29 km from Logan Lake. Travel
northeast from Logan Lake on Meadow
Creek Road. Continue along the road
as it crosses Hwy 5 and becomes Lac Le
Jeune Road. Turn right at the B.C. Forest
Service Stake Lake sign. In winter stay
off the cross country ski trails and take
the Marsh Snowshoe Trail. Caution,
snow can be very deep.

Parking Advice:
Park at the Stake Lake parking lot at the
North end of the lake.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Just five minutes north of Lac Le Jeune is a year-round
paradise for anyone who loves to be outdoors. Stake Lake
is a place where people come for the snow, the sun, and the
stars!
Nestled on the Nicola Plateau, part of the Interior Plateau
region, the Stake Lake trails are awash with Englemann
spruce, Douglas fir, and lodgepole pine trees with stands of
waterbirch among the bulrushes in the marshier areas.
Plenty of wildlife is attracted to the area as well. Moose,
lynx, mule deer, beaver, and plenty of bird species
including osprey, waterfowl and songbirds are often seen
throughout the year.
When the snow flies, local cross-country skiers know all
about Stake Lake thanks to the hard work of volunteers
from the Overlander Ski Club who have operated and
maintained the trails since 1991. On a sunny and cold
winter weekend the parking lot is often full to overflowing
with those who love to hit the trails. The Lake and trails
area is uniquely situated to hold snow and colder
temperatures while surrounding regions can often go
without. With a heated day lodge and 60 km of expertly
groomed and well-marked trails, including lit trails for
night skiing, 8 km of snowshoe trails and 5 km of
dog-friendly ski trails, Stake Lake makes being active in
the winter a lot more fun. For those who crave motors with
their snow, motorcycle ice racing on the lake is also
popular.
In the summer, the Stake Lake landscape is dotted with
hikers, mountain bikers, and many happy people wielding
fishing rods trying to reel in some rainbow trout. The lake
is stocked and is a popular destination for fishing
enthusiasts. As many skiers at Stake Lake know, skiing at

night can be a thrill. It's not uncommon for skiers to have to stop and look up on a clear night because
the view of the stars is so spectacular. Recognizing the value of this area for nighttime viewing, the
Kamloops Astronomical Society moved an observatory dome to the cleared area at the lake where the
ski club stages its events. Situated in a large pile of boulders, the observatory is used for night time
viewing events by society members. Originally built by Gerry Bernard for friend Murray
Foubister, from a pattern in Sky and Telescope magazine, the observatory sat in Foubister's yard for a
few years before it was eventually taken apart and reconstructed at its current home by Kamloops
Astronomical Society members in 2010.
Easy to access from Kamloops, Logan Lake, and Merritt, Stake Lake is a perfect destination for people
who love to spend time outdoors all year round. The Kamloops Astronomical Society's website offers
excellent tips on how to get started as a skywatcher, and the Overlander Ski Club website includes
excellent maps of all the trails.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
BC Adventure Network. (2012). Stake Lake, British Columbia. Web. 5 Jun. 2012.
Kamloops Astronomical Society (2012). Web. 5 Jun. 2012.
Overlander Ski Club (2012). Web. 5 Jun. 2012.
Letterboxing Clues:
See the trail map at the lodge. In summer make your way to
the Little Joe Trail. Walk until you see a yellow snowshoe sign
on each side of the trail. Cache is 7 metres up the hill, approx.
1 metre south of the trail under a log.
Credit: GCCS Artist: Peggy King
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Stick Lake

Site Identification

Photo: Kurth Evnas

Nearest Community:
Clinton, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 51°01.766'
W 121°33.097'
Altitude:
898m/2946ft
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
2 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1.5
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Clinton travel 8.6 km along Hwy
97. From Cache Creek travel 29 km
along Hwy 97 to Willow Springs RV
Park. Use stealth. Park at front office and
follow dirt road to lake and up to gate.
Close gate behind you.

Parking Advice:
Park at front office.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Where can you find vestiges of the Cariboo Wagon road as
well as old sawmills, a hike with a great view and a lake to
fish and paddle around in without going off the beaten
track? Travelling through the Cariboo, just south of
Clinton, one can take a break from the journey to enjoy a
peaceful stay by Stick Lake. And it is here where one can
quietly let one’s imagination roam back to an era of wagons
and dirt roads and boom times.
Once a somewhat larger lake, Stick Lake became two
separate lakes divided by the more modern Cariboo road,
Highway 97. Stick lies on the southwest side of the road
beneath steep hills and a small butte. The other lake hugs
the northeast side, also with steep hills rising high above
the roadway. That lake is Kersey.
Kersey is named for former Clinton resident Samuel Wade
Kersey. Born in 1882, as a young man he volunteered for
the Canadian Expeditionary Force and went to France to
fight in WWI. Upon his safe return he married Amelia
Tresierra in 1920 and made his way to the Clinton area
where he resided until his death in 1968.
Kersey Lake was originally established as a provincial park
in 1969, but the designation was rescinded nine years later.
Although a dock was built and picnic tables were erected,
the swimming in the lake was far too cold for comfort.
None of that exists today, but a trail still runs up the north
side of the lake to the hills where many interesting rocks
can be found and great views await.
Stick Lake proved to be a far more enjoyable swimming
lake and is a rather interesting spot. First established as a
campground in the 1960s, Willow Springs sits in an area
once dotted with active sawmills that provided the lumber

that was loaded onto Pacific Great Eastern Railway cars heading to points north and south.1 While the
sawmills may not be active today the history of those economic boom times still exists, as do vestiges of
the old sawmills along the dirt road at the south end of the lake.
The climb up the road is steep in areas, but well worth the effort. Odds and sods pieces of the saw mills
can be found scattered about, if one is willing to explore. And many places on the road offer good views
in all directions of the great expanse that surrounds the area. On the return after hiking and exploring,
one can enjoy pedaling around the lake in a paddleboat, fishing off the dock or just lolling and lazing
about the pretty lake. If one still has some energy, a stroll to where the Cariboo Wagon road once was or
a scramble up the butte will offer yet another perspective to this area.
When seeking a little respite while travelling through the Cariboo, this is another lovely spot to stop,
explore and time travel to eras long past. A simple refuge packed with many interesting bits and bites of
history, Stick Lake is a treasure waiting to be discovered in Gold Country.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
See site page "The Ovens", Gold Country GeoTourism Adventures Field Guide Volume 2, 117.
www.village.clinton.bc.ca,Village of Clinton

1

Letterboxing Clues:
Follow dirt trail after gate approx. 400m to the top of the hill, turn left off of trail. Cache at base
of stump.
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Feature Film

Stump Lake
Photo: Baillie Stewart

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Quilchena, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°19.779'
W 120°24.439'
Altitude:
749m
Ownership:
Public Access
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain:1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Merritt take Highway 5A.
Parking Advice:
Park at the pull out at south end of
Stump Lake on Highway 5A.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

In the 2006 movie, The Wicker Man, Nicolas Cage plays a
California Highway Patrolman who is recovering from a
tragic road accident when he receives a letter from Willow,
his former fiancée telling him that her daughter, Rowan,
has gone missing. He immediately makes the journey to
Summerisle where Willow lives in a strange community
and discovers soon after that Rowan is actually his
daughter. He also discovers that the local residents are a
community of pagans who practice ancient rituals with the
hope of improving their harvest. As he searches for the girl
he uncovers dark and disturbing truths about the
community. A remake of an earlier movie from 1973, this
latest version, directed by Neil LaBute, featured Cage as
well as Ellen Burstyn, Molly Parker, and Leelee Sobieski.
Standing in for Northern California, the major accident
scene in the film was shot at Hamilton Hill, a closed road
above the Tourist Information Centre at the junction of the
Coquihalla Highway (5) and the Okanagan connector (5A).
The bend at Stump Lake, however, was used for filming
a brief part of the movie, and has been used for a number of
other commercials and productions as well. Several car
commercials have taken advantage of the serene
atmosphere and long winding roadway, rolling hills, in a
picturesque setting that brings to mind a road of endless
possibilities. Toyota, Hummer, Ford, and even Harley
Davidson have used the area to promote their vehicles.
The nearby grasslands in the Stump Lake area have also
been popular as a shooting location given their ability to
emulate prairie, frontier, and otherworldly settings and the
TNRD Film Commission works hard to promote the area to
filmmakers from around the world. The clear transition of
seasons and lack of signs of human impact make this area
extremely valuable to filmmakers and advertising

companies. In the pivotal scene in the finale of the updated version of Battlestar Galactica, this area hosted
the cast and crew who filmed the death scene of one of the main characters in the grasslands.
A popular fishing and recreation lake in B.C.'s interior, Stump Lake is a short 53 km distance north of
Merritt on the Old Merritt Highway (5A). The lake, which is popular for fishing, boating, and outdoor
water recreation, is home to the historic Stump Lake Ranch and is rich in ranching and first nation’s
history.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
"The Wicker Man", The Internet Movie Database. Web. 15 Jun. 2012.
Weller, Vicci (TNRD Film Commission). Personal interview. 13 Jun. 2012
Wikipedia contributors. "Battlestar Galactica (2004 TV series)." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia,
The Free Encyclopedia, 8 Jun. 2012. Web. 17 Jun. 2012.
Letterboxing Clues:
29 metres south of the No dumping sign along the fence.
Cache is under a sage bush.
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Tranquille Lake

Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Savona, B.C.

Photo: Doug Smith

Geocache Location:
N 50°56.168'
W 120°33.572'
Altitude:
1409m
Ownership:
Private Property
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2.5
Overall Terrain: 2.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
This remote spot can be accessed off
the Red Lake Road or the Sawmill Lake
Road. From Hwy 1, take the Sabiston
Rd for nearly 24 km to the junction
Tranquille, Savona, Copper Creek and
Sabistion access. Follow Copper Creek
Road to Tranquille Criss Creek Road and
follow to Heller Creek FSR and turn left.
Turn at the Wendego Lodge signs and
follow the signs to the end of the road.
Approximately 59.2 km from Hwy 1.

Parking Advice:
Park at Wendego Lodge

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The road to Tranquille Lake will take about one and a half
hours from either Kamloops or Savona. From Kamloops,
take the Red Lake Road and turn at the Heller Creek Forest
Service Road at Km 33. Follow the road following the
Tranquille River up through the hills to the north. After
about 10.5 kilometres, take the right fork to Truda Lake.
This is a dammed lake, but there is fishing at Truda Lake,
best accessed from the west end. The road into Tranquille
Lake is a rough road best suited to high clearance
vehicles.
Another route to Tranquille Lake is to take the Lac du Bois
Road north from Kamloops and turn towards Pass Lake
onto the Sawmill Lake Forest Service Road, following it all
the way to the Heller Creek Forest Service Road. Along the
way, Saul Lake is a popular 25 hectare lake with a
recreation site on the south side. In the ice-free season,
small rainbow are fished with flies or lake trolling.
The approach from Savona starts a short distance west of
Savona by taking the Sabiston Creek Forest Service Road
to Red Lake, then beyond to the Heller Creek FSR.
At the end of the road on the northeast corner of Tranquille
Lake is a fishing destination for Kokanee and Kamloops
trout. This higher elevation lake is suitable for fly fishing,
spin casting (small lures) or trolling. There are
facilities for fishermen, families, or anyone just looking for
a “Tranquille retreat.” In winter the road is kept open, but
four wheel drive will probably be required. It is also used
as a base for snowmobiling to the high country
to the north of Tranquille Lake.
Tranquille Lake is also the starting point for the Masters
Sub-Alpine Trek, a four to five day backpack up over
Porcupine Ridge and beyond to Tsintsunko Provincial Park,

and Bonaparte Provincial Park and ends at the Jamieson Creek Road above Bonaparte Lake. It is a
remote and isolated area and anyone attempting the route will need route-finding skills, maps, a good
GPS and all the right equipment for the adventure.
Porcupine Ridge Provincial Park sits above Tranquille Lake. The old pack trail leads up to sub-alpine
meadows, wetlands, and some old-growth forest. It is a protected area with limited recreational access
(no vehicles). Snowmobile use is permitted in winter and the Kamloops Snowmobile Club maintains the
trail routes.
Tranquille Lake is a destination for fishermen, snowmobilers, and a few explorers, but it is also a good
stop on a tour of the high country points of interest of the area. Take the circle route and stop in
Tranquille Canyon, Red Lake, the Carbine Creek Valley, Saul Lake, the Seven Lakes Road, Criss Creek,
and Sabiston Creek. While you tour the backroads, bring your GPs and find the geocaches of the area
too.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Mussio, Russell and Wesley. Thompson Okanagan Backroad Mapbook,
Mussio Ventures, Coquitlam, 2010
Shewchuk, Murphy. Cariboo Trips and Trails, Fitzhenry Whiteside, Markham Ontario, 2008
Youds, Richard. The Bonaprte Plateau, Sonotek, Merritt, 1993
http://www.wendegolodge.com/ (website), 2012

Coordinates:
Tranquille Lake: N 50°56.346' W 120°34.807'
Truda Lake: N 50°51.125' W 120°39.252'
Wendego Lodge: N 50°56.204' W 120°34.807'
Saul lake: N 50°54.880' W 120°38.563'
Letterboxing Clues:
Go past the last cabin (#1) and look for a small path going
into the forest on the north side of the cabin; hidden by
two large rocks.

Code: GC3PANE
Written and
Researched by
Doug Smith

Pioneers & Early Settlers

Trans Canada Trail

Site Identification
Photo: Marcie Down

Nearest Community:
Merritt, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 49°48.831'
W 120°56.479'
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2.5
Overall Terrain: 2.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Hwy 5, take Exit 250 onto the
Brodie Siding Road and follow for
2.5 km. Turn left onto the dirt road
and park.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The Trans Canada Trail through the southern Interior area
of B.C. follows the Kettle Valley route, starting in the west
Kootenays, winding through the Okanagan, through the
Similkameen area, then north to Brookmere, before
bearing south to Hope.
The Kettle Valley Railway from Penticton to Brookmere
was known as the Princeton Subdivision. Completed in
1915, it linked the mines, lumber mills, orchards of the
Interior with the Coast, either through the Merritt
Subdivision (especially in winter) or through the
Coquihalla Subdivision to Hope. By 1961, sections of the
railway were decommissioned and by 1990 the last rails
were removed.
The government of British Columbia purchased the rail
lines with the goal of establishing a trail network on the rail
bed. With the work of many groups, the route can now be
traversed for almost 600km. It is still a work in progress
with featured sections like the Myra Trestles and other
sections that still have detours, washouts, and private land
parcels. Many of the sections are multi-use and visitors
may see bicycles, horses, hikers, cross country skiers, or
motorized users at any point.
The Trans Canada Trail project started in 1992 to celebrate
Canada’s 125th year. It is a connection of 400 separate
trails, linking 1000 communities and when it is finished,
will be the world’s largest network of trails covering a
distance of 22 500 kilometers. As of 2012, 73% of the
trail is now ready for use. The Trans Canada Trail (TCT)
enters Gold Country just east of Brookmere and links to the
Coquihalla Subdivision and Merritt Subdivision at Brodie
Station on the Coldwater River.

From Princeton, the TCT heads north along the Tulameen River to Coalmont and Tulameen. It follows
the east shore of Otter Lake and then through farmlands along Otter Creek, following the old Aspen
Grove Stage Road to Thalia Station. A trestle leads up the Spearing Creek drainage to
Brookmere, now in Gold Country.
Brookmere was formerly known as Otter Junction and was the divisional junction of two railways, the
Kettle Valley and the V, V, and E Line. A wooden water tower and caboose are still on display here and
the TCT goes right through the middle of the village.
From Brookmere, the TCT descends for 6.4 kilometers to “the loop” at Brodie Station on the Coldwater
River. The old rail bed lines go north along the Merritt Subdivision or south along the Coquihalla
Subdivision. The TCT follows the railbed south to Hope. The route is in good shape for most of the
route to Juliet Station at 15.8 km from Brookmere.
From there the route follows the Coquihalla Highway to Coquihalla Lakes. As the highway takes the
high route down Boston Bar Creek, the TCT follows the Kettle Valley route, following the Kettle River
on its way to Hope.
Although the TCT only has a short section in Gold Country, connecting sections up the Coldwater River
through the Merritt Subdivision are in use now and as negotiations and progress is made on access, a
TCT connecting trail to the heart of Gold Country is in our future.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
http://tctrail.ca/
Langford, Dan and Sandra. Cycling the Kettle Valley Railway, Rocky Mountain Books, Calgary, 1994
Obee, Bruce. Trans Canada Trail, British Columbia, Whitecap, North Vancouver, 2008
http://www.trailsbc.ca/
http://www.kettlevalleyrailway.ca/

Coordinates
Brookmere: N 49°49.051' W 120°52.309'
Brodie: N 49°48.828' W 120°56.468'
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Letterboxing Clues:
Cross the bridge and follow the rail line for 131m to a small grove of trees.

Code: GC3P38Y
Written and
Researched by
Collen Bick

Pioneers & Early Settlers

Walhachin Museum

Soldiers Memorial Hall
Site Identification
Nearest Community:
Walhachin, B.C.

Altitude:
385m/1263ft
Ownership:
Privately Owned
Accuracy:
1 meter
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain: 1
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Cache Creek to the Walhachin
turn off it is 22.5 km. From Trans
Canada Hwy 1 turn onto Walhachin
Road. Follow the signs to the museum
for 5 km until you reach the fork at
Thompson Crescent. Go left and follow
Walhachin Road downhill to the flat
area for 0.7 km.

Parking Advice:
Park at pull off at the bottom of
Walhachin Road at the base of the hill
at the flat area.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Photo: GCCS

Geocache Location:
N 50°45.216'
W 120°58.785'

2012 marks the 100th anniversary of the building of the
Walhachin (WALL- ha-sheen) Soldiers Memorial Hall. Its
construction, in 1912, added to this thriving community’s
list of already many services. The new hall facility served
not only as a fruit packing house at one time, but proved
vital to the social health of the town as well. The spruce
plank floating dance floor set on springs for extra bounce
was the delight of the well-heeled community’s mainly
British upper class citizens setting down their roots as
prospective business men and gentlemen farmers. The
hall’s neighbor, the Walhachin Hotel, was no longer
suitable to hold the large gatherings for which Walhachin
was gaining a reputation.
The population at that time was about 300 people. The
community hosted gala balls where top hat and tails, ball
gowns and gloves would be considered appropriate attire.
The full width stage held the orchestra usually headed by
Fanny Faucault, a Victoria B.C. born and raised local,
trained as a classical pianist. It was under Fanny’s guidance
that a group of Walhachin citizens went to Vancouver B.C.
and purchased, at auction, a Weber concert sized
grand piano once owned by Iganz Jan Paderewski. This
world renowned Polish pianist had finished his North
American tour in Vancouver and was returning to Poland to
become their Prime Minister. His piano remained in
Walhachin’s hall for almost 50 years when, in 1961, the
community donated it to the University of British
Columbia‘s School of Music.
The 1960’s brought about some drastic changes to the Hall.
The full width stage was cut in half and the actors’ dressing
rooms were turned into men’s and ladies washrooms (until
then, there had only been an out-house to service the
patrons). Further renovations included removing the

springs from the dance floor and completion of the upper walls and ceiling.
Over the years folks from the small outlying communities such as Ashcroft, Cache Creek, Savona
and Clinton still reminisce about the boisterous dances, dinner theaters, and plays held at the
community hall in Walhachin. Sadly, Walhachin’s heyday amounted to a mere five or six short years
from 1908 to 1914. The start of World War 1 was its death knell. Out of 117 men living in Walhachin 97
of them enlisted. Walhachin had the highest enlistment rate per capita of any other city in Canada. Many
men simply locked up their houses, leaving behind all their possessions, and returned to England with
their wives. They fully intended to return and pick up where they left off. One of the many to leave was
a young officer named Gordon Muriel Flowerdew, Walhachin’s butcher. As a bachelor of 29 years of
age, he received one of only six Victoria Crosses given to the Lord Strathcona’s Horse. He perished of
his wounds after the battle of Mereuil Wood in France and received his medal posthumously. Thus the
name of The Walhachin Soldiers Memorial Hall was conceived in honor and remembrance.
There are fourteen original buildings left in Walhachin, twelve of these are homes. The store and
school house have been turned into private residences. The last of the remaining foundation fruit trees
can be found on the north side of the Thompson River where they co-exist with rattlesnakes, sagebrush
and Prickley Pear cactus.
Walhachin is a ghost of its former self and its unusual story of hopes unfulfilled, attest to a community
spirit rich in dreams.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Val Carey, personal communication, long time Walhachin resident
Nelson Riis, Settlement Abandonment UBC master’s thesis 1967
Joan Weir, Walhachin Catastrophe or Camelot? 1984
Letterboxing Clues:
From parking spot follow faint dirt trail towards base of the hill, near a pile of rocks approx 18m. Hidden
in sage brush. Blends in with landscape.

Code: GC3P3XC
Written and
Researched by
Doug Smith

Rails & Trails

Watching Creek Gold Claims

Site Identification

From Hwy 1, take Sabiston Rd and follow
until you reach Copper Creek Road. Follow
until you reach Tranquille Criss Creek Road
and turn right. Follow until you reach the
Watching Creek Forest Service site at
N 50°47.964' W 120°33.154'. Approximately
61.1 km from the Criss-Creek and Copper
Creek Junction. Park anywhere in the flat
area and walk north along the old road.
The road down to the Forest Service site
N 50°48.223' W 120°33.051' can be rough
and muddy after rain.

Parking Advice:
Anywhere in the Watching Creek Forest
Service site; closest is N 50°48.223'
W 120°33.051'

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

Photo: Doug Smith

Nearest Community:
Savona, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°48.307'
W 120° 33.113'
Altitude:
671m
Ownership:
Private Property
Accuracy:
4 meters
Overall Difficulty: 2.5
Overall Terrain: 2.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:

In the Interior of B.C. the fur trade had declined somewhat
when gold was found on the Fraser River in 1858. In that
same year, 25 000 people ventured inland to search for gold.
Panning sites sprung up on all tributaries of the Fraser.
Hudson Bay Company employees and Native people turned to
prospecting. Settlements grew up quickly and fur trading forts
started to supply miners as well as trappers.
Fort Kamloops was moved to the North Shore to support
routes for the gold rush and the movement of cattle. The
Hudsons Bay Company’s Brigade Trail crossed the north
shore and then the Tranquille River, climbed the hills
across the Dewdrop Range, down to Copper creek, then up
over the hills to Deadmans Valley and beyond to the Cariboo.
The present site of Tranquille was on the route and a small
settlement and some gold panning started at the mouth of the
river, mostly by Natives from the area, including Jean Baptiste
Lolo “St. Paul”, who went on to become a chief of the
Shuswap people.
Some minor trade in gold started in 1859, and a minor rush
started soon thereafter. By 1861, hundreds of miners were
working the creek. Production dropped by 1870 and many
miners moved on to the construction of the CPR. Chinese
miners continued on the Tranquille River until the 1890’s. At
that time, hydraulic mining started with a company from the
Coast building a 25 foot dam and a 1200 foot flume. A new
mining boom started and continued until the 1930’s. Some
platinum was found in the river and a number of miners
continued to live off mining until the 1950’s. The Tranquille
River is now known as one of three “18-carat rivers” in B.C.
Today, we can still see evidence of the hydraulic mining along
the river.
Watching Creek is a tributary of the Tranquille River. From
the mouth of the river, the canyons narrow down to a gorge

with lava flows, hoodoos, slot canyons, and cliffs for 15 km. At that point two gorges meet at the confluence.
Watching Creek flows down from the south end of the Bonaparte Plateau through Porcupine Meadows
Provincial Park. Miners staked claims on Watching Creek too and worked the gorge. There are still two
claims on the north side of the creek and recreational gold panners can still be seen from time to time. Rock
hounds also access the canyon for green opal nodules and agate geodes. A rustic B.C. Forest Service
Recreation sits on the west side of the river and the south side of Watching Creek is now part of Lac du Bois
Provincial Park. This was the site of a homesteader named Paddy Docksteader. He was a horse trader who
had worked for the Buffalo Bill Wild West Show. He had many stories to tell his neighbors.
Drive the short road down to a grassy bench where camping is permitted. Another trail leads down to the
creek and along the edge of the bluffs. Hoodoos and lava flows can be seen at various points. Trails once led
from the recreation site across the river on two bridges, but both are washed out now. Instead, a narrow road
from Tranquille Crossing (at the 15km sign) follows the river back to Watching Creek over 2.5km. A trail
network is used by hikers, gold panners, and rock hounds to explore the Watching Creek Valley or south
along the east side of the Tranquille River.
On your next trip up the Red Lake Road, stop at Watching Creek for a quiet spot to explore, gold pan, rock
hound, hike, or geocache.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
“Gold at Tranquille” Ken Favrholdt, Archives, Kamloops Museum
Mussio, Russell and Wesley. Thompson Okanagan Mapbook, Mussio Ventures ltd., 2010
Saemerow, Mona. Then and Now – The Road to Red Lake, Minimona Publishing, Kamloops, 2010
http://www.kamloopstrails.net
Shewchuk, Murphy. Backwoods Explorer, Thompson Cariboo, McLean Hunter, Vancouver, 1985

Coordinates
Tranquille River crossing near Tranquille:
N 50°43.603' W 120°31.550'
Side road to the Watching Creek Forest Service Site:
N 50°47.965' W 120°33.155'
Confluence of Watching Creek and the Tranquille River:
N 50°48.329' W 120°33.125'
Tranquille Crossing Forest Service Site:
N 50°49.236' W 120°34.840'
Route to Watching Creek trails:
N 50°49.320' W 120°34.959'
Letterboxing Clues:
From the flat area, follow the double track north to the viewpoint and then look for a log in the forest; the cache is hidden
between a tree and a log.

Code: GC3P39B
Written and
Researched by
Dominique
Robillard

Pioneers & Early Settlers

Widow Smith

Site Identification
Photo: Kurt Evans

Nearest Community:
Spences Bridge, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°25.470'
W 121°20.438'
Altitude:
243m/797ft
Ownership:
Private Property
Accuracy:
1 meter
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain: 1
Access Information and
Restrictions:
Off the Trans-Canada Highway near
the center of Spences Bridge turn onto
Chucker Crescent at the top of Log
Cabin Pub property. Do not climb fence
or enter cemetery! Do not wander onto
private property left of the gravesite.

Parking Advice:

Just off the Trans-Canada Highway, near the center of
Spences Bridge lays the gravesite of a remarkable pioneer
woman, Jessie Ann Smith, otherwise known as Widow
Smith of Spences Bridge.
Her story begins when Jessie Ann, her husband John and
their good friend James Teit arrived in Spences Bridge after
an arduous journey through the Fraser and Thompson River
Canyons. The Smiths lived in Spences Bridge until their
move to the wilderness of the Voght Valley in 1887. 1

Park in parking lot by log cabin.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

In the summer of 1894, John Smith joined a party of
prospectors in search of gold at Granite Creek. There John
got buried up to his neck in a mining slide where he
suffered some serious injuries from which he never fully
recovered. John’s health slowly improved and in 1897 the
Smiths returned to Spences Bridge where they purchased
John Murray’s estate. The neglected orchard needed a lot of
work to bring it back to bearing fruit. Eventually, the heavy
labor became more than John Smith’s declining health
could bear as his heart had been damaged due to his mining
accident. John Smith died on April 21st 1905, at 52 years
old, much to the dismay of his dear wife Jessie Ann.
After the death of her husband, the management of the
3000 tree orchard and the marketing of the fruit seemed a
daunting task for Jessie Ann. Yet she was determined to
maintain her husband’s high standards. As stated by
Jessie Ann herself: “John’s name on a box of apples was a
guarantee of top quality.” The Smith’s hard work paid off.
Thirty-seven varieties of apples flourished in their orchard,
the most famous of which were the Macintosh red, the
delicious and the award winning Grimes Golden (which
were originally from cuttings taken from Jessie Ann’s
father’s orchard in Scotland). Each of the apple varieties

were prized for their particular characteristics. Some were excellent eating apples; others were suitable
for pies and sauces. Certain apples ripened early, others late and some varieties were good keepers for
export.
Jessie Ann entered her apples in many international exhibitions between 1905 and 1914 where she won
many top honors. On one particular occasion in1909, at the London Horticultural Society exhibition,
King Edward the VII requested to be shown the Golden Grimes apples of the “Widow Smith of Spences
Bridge, B.C.”
In 1939, Jessie Ann received a friendly wave from Queen Elizabeth as she and her husband King George
the VI travelled through Spences Bridge by train. Jessie Ann and her two sons managed the ranch and
the orchard until her 93rd year. She passed away on the 7th of February 1946.
There remains little of the Smith’s original orchard; the Trans-Canada Highway passes through the
middle of the Smith’s property. Their ranch house, built in 1910-11, can be seen adjacent to the Chief
Whitsemnitsa Community complex. “The Packing House” coffee shop and its adjoining “Country
Pantry” store is the original fruit packing house of Widow Smith of Spences Bridge. After a long life of
hard work and dedication, Jessie Ann Smith’s gravestone reads that she is “Safe in the arms of Jesus.”
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
1 See

site page “The Smiths” Gold Country GeoTourism Adventures Field Guide Volume 1, 147.

Ward, A. & Campbell, J.M. (1989) Widow Smith of Spences Bridge. Merritt, BC; Sonotek Publishing
Letterboxing Clues:
From parking lot walk towards memorial site.
Blends in.

Code: GC3NXEX
Written and
Researched by
Kathy Paulos

Pioneers & Early Settlers

YD Ranch

Site Identification
Photo: Andrea Bona

Nearest Community:
Ashcroft, B.C.
Geocache Location:
N 50°43.085'
W 121°11.196'
Altitude:
895m/2936ft
Date Established:
1940 c
Ownership:
Crown Land
Accuracy:
3 meters
Overall Difficulty: 1
Overall Terrain: 1.5
Access Information and
Restrictions:
From Ashcroft take Hwy 97C South.
Turn left on Barnes Lake Road and
follow until you reach YD Ranch road.
This is a no thru road.

Parking Advice:
Park off to the side of the road at the
wide spot past the cattle guard. Local
traffic.

For more information or to report a
problem with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
PO. Box 933
Cache Creek, BC.,
V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com

Apply Sticker Here

The YD Ranch got its name from the brand registered by
the Matier family. It was here that Herb Matier and his wife
Muriel established a dude ranch in the 1940’s. However the
ranch history goes back several years prior….
In 1885 James Goss preempted a quarter section on Barnes
Creek. A home was built, land irrigated and crops planted.
Water came from nearby Barnes Lake for irrigation; the
lake also supplied the ranch with ice. It was a real
picturesque place. The Goss family also established a
sawmill, and provided lumber to the locals. An old water
wheel that they obtained from Harpers Mill would provide
the power to run the sawmill. The deed to the land was
obtained in March of 1904.
James Goss died in 1909, his wife Sarah in 1929, the
family Ranch continued to be occupied by Goss family
members until 1941 when Herb Matier and his wife Muriel
took it over. Four or five cabins were added to the property
and the ranch became a getaway for dudes.
Muriel (nee Haywood-Farmer) grew up on the Indian
Gardens Ranch near Savona. It was Muriel along with the
hired help and son Colin that took on the work of looking
after the guests. Most of the cabins were full in the summer
and Muriel was a busy girl. She had a milk cow, a couple of
steers, and some chickens and pigs. Ken Owens who often
stopped at the Matiers as he rode through the Highland
Valley area always looked forward to Muriel’s homemade
apple pie. It was about 4 inches thick and covered with
fresh cream.
Herb was born in Kentucky and was a well-known rodeo
competitor. His rodeo career took him across Canada and
down into the states. When Herb arrived in the Ashcroft

area he took to chasing wild horses. There is still evidence up through the Highland
Valley of some of the corrals that Herb built for herding the horses into. Herb would also play the fiddle
and entertain the guests, and occasionally travelling performers would stop at the YD. A young Colin
was influenced by the music and upon retirement recorded many country and gospel songs.
Sometime in the 1960’s the land was acquired by a Dr. McLean he subdivided the property and sold off
some of the lots. The original homestead was abandoned for about 20 years until 1992 when it was
purchased by Bev Baker and Lidio Daneluzzi. The buildings were in poor condition and they considered
burning them down; instead they set about restoring them. The property has been recently acquired by
new owners. It is still known as the YD but is a private residence.
BIBLIOGRAPHY & SOURCES
Goss Family History; Ashcroft Museum Archives
"He Was a Hard Man to Beat in the Saddle" (BC Cowboy Hall of Fame), Ashcroft Museum Archives
Hodgson, Dave; Oliver, James; Owens, Ken; Gibson, Alan; Oral history 2012
(2006) McIver, Susan; "The Silver Spurs Settle in Penticton"; Seniors Choice News Magazine Retrieved June 5,
2012:
http:// www.seriorschoice.com/index2.php?option=com_content&do_pdf=1&id=956-Wi
Letterboxing Clues:
Go past the cattleguard and half way through the first corner in the road park at the wide spot on the left hand side of the
road. Cache is a few feet from the side of road towards the fenceline, near an old stump and covered by large sage brush.

Your adventure starts here!
Discover the excitement of geocaching 
and letterboxing while you explore the history and
geological diversity of the Gold Country region.
Collect 24 stickers from cache sites along your
journey, and redeem them for a prize.
Free fun for the whole family!
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Camelsfoot Peak Trail

91

GC3QN8Q

S ite i dentification
Nearest Community:
Lillooet, B.C.
Geocache location:
N 50°45.887'
W 121°52.320'
Ownership:
Crown Land
accuracy:
4 meters
Overall Difficulty: 3
Overall Terrain: 4
access information and
Restrictions:

From the Mile 0 Cairn in Lillooet drive
north on Main Street and turn left onto
Hwy 40 for 8 km and cross over the
Bridge River and turn right onto West
Pavilion Road. Follow for 11.5 km and
cross the cattle guard. Hiking trail starts
here. 3 km hike from parking area. A
2 wheel drive is fine. Be respectful as you
drive through the Bridge River Reserve.

Parking advice:

Park to the right of the cattle guard.
Approximately 11.5 km from beginning
of West Pavilion.
For more information or to report a problem
with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
P.O. Box 933 Cache Creek, B.C. V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
Email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com
www.geocaching.com

APPLY STICKER HERE

Credits: Wayne Robinson

The hike to the summit of Camelsfoot Peak (sometimes called Camelshoof)
offers amazing panoramic views of the Fraser Canyon, Clear Range,
Fountain Ridge, Mission Ridge and Mount Brew. To get to the trailhead
you will need to drive the rugged West Pavilion road. Another trail exists
is
below the stretch of road where you park beside a cattle gate. This trail
the route First Nation guides used to lead Simon Fraser during his exploring
of the Fraser River. You can see your trailhead from where you park, across
the road. The trail begins as an old road that leads to an old TV and radio
transmission site – no structures still exist. When you reach the summit
there is an old abandoned forestry fire lookout. Across the Fraser Canyon
is the First Nation Reserve and community called Fountain (Xaxli’p). The
name ‘Fountain’ refers to the churning white water rapids in a dramatic
to
bend in the Fraser Canyon seen below. Rapids were sometimes referred
as ‘fountains’ by some early European explorers.
Camelsfoot Peak is situated at the most southern tip of the Camelsfoot
Range which spans 90 km at its longest point. The Camelsfoot Range lies
between the Fraser and Yalakom Faults. They are similar in composition
with the Marble and Clear Ranges, but they differ greatly with the Shulaps
Range which is immediately west, across the Yalakom river.
The reference to camels in the name of this peak and range bears
testament to an interesting experiment by a local Lillooet entrepreneur,
John Calbreath, in 1862. Camels are able to carry much more weight than
mules, 800 lbs versus 300 lbs. This was very desirable for transporting goods
also
to support the gold prospecting efforts along the Cariboo road. Camels
had a reputation to require less food and water than mules or horses and
could travel over double the distance in one day. Twenty-three camels
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