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Site Identification
Nearest Community: Savona, V0K 2J0
Geocache Location: N 50°55.537’
W 120°58.822’
Accuracy: 5 meters
Letterboxing Clues: Refer to letterboxing
clues page
UTM: East 0641937;
North 5643495 10U
Geocache altitude: 611 m./2,006 ft.
Overall difficulty: 1.5
Terrain difficulty: 1
(1=easiest; 5=hardest)

Date Established: n/a
Ownership: Private Property
Access: • Gravel Road
• Year-round
• Vehicle accessible
• Detailed access
information on next
page.

For more information or to report a problem
with this site please contact:
Gold Country Communities Society
P.O. Box 933 Cache Creek, B.C. V0K 1H0
Tel: 1-877-453-9467
email: info@exploregoldcountry.com
For more site pages go to:
www.goldtrail.com or
www.GeoTourismCanada.com

Apply Sticker
Here

70 Mile House, c1914

A

hoodoo is a rock formation
which is shaped over hundreds of years by the forces of
erosion. The Deadman hoodoos
are carved into banks of rock and
clay conglomerate. Some parts
of the hoodoos are harder than
others and these hard parts last
longer. The tops of the Hoodoos
of the Deadman Valley are the
hardest parts and they protect
the soft rock below from wearing
away.

“Hoodoo Voodoo”
This area of the Deadman Valley
is a traditional gathering place
of the people of the Shuswap
(Sequa’pmug or Secwepemc)
First Nation and the hoodoos are
described in legends from the age
of shamans and transformer incantations. A shaman was a person of
power who would interact with
both the physical world and the
spiritual, usually acting as a sort
of intermediary between the two.
The shaman was often responsible
for both the physical and spiritual
health of people.
Centuries ago, when the Deadman
Creek served as a passageway to
and from the north, the residents
of the valley were vulnerable to
invading warriors from the north.
Elders gathered to plan a strategy
of nightly patrol and it was not
long before these preparations
paid off. Though casualties on
both sides were high, four of the
invading warriors were captured
and taken to the elders. Shamed
by their capture, the four invaders agreed to deliver a message
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crossed the valley, one of them looked over his shoulder. True to the threat of the shaman, the four warriors
of yesteryear became the four hoodoos. Legends such
as this help to preserve the history and culture of
the First Nations people and are passed through the
generations.

to their home territory that the people of the valley
wanted peace and would welcome all those who came
in peace.
A shaman then spoke while the bonds on the young
warriors were being cut loose. He looked skyward and
told the four warriors that if they left the valley without
looking back they would return to their villages safely.
However, if they disobeyed the rule, they would be
turned to stone. The four warriors left in haste. As they

Although this legend speaks of four hoodoos, there are
actually five. Visible when the light touches the pinnacles and craggy rock faces from just the right angle, the
Hoodoos of the Deadman Valley rise into view. These
spectacular formations are one of the finest examples
of hoodoos that can be seen from a public roadway in
British Columbia.
Detailed access information:
• From Hwy #1, access the Deadman Vidette Rd.
• At approx. 18 km watch for pullout signage.
• The property between the pullout and hoodoos is
private, please do not cross.
• A good camera lens or binoculars will assist you in
viewing the hoodoos.

View of hoodoos from the cache site. Binoculars or a good camera lens will assist you to view the hoodoos, which are
more visible later in the day. From this angle they are seen straight on, so may appear to be a single column.

Bibliography & Sources
Ignace, R. (2009). Personal Interview.

124

